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Kia ora  
 
Please find attached a land-use resource consent application for the continued 
operation of the New Plymouth Pistol Club on the site at 1206 Devon Road, Bell Block 
(legally described as: Lot 1 DP 19854).  
 
Please note that any site visit will need to be organised with the club prior. Please 
contact me in the first instance to make arrangements.  
 
The applicant requests that an invoice be generated for payment of the deposit to New 
Plymouth Pistol Club Inc, c/- BTW Company.  
 
Look forward to confirmation of receipt of the application. 
 
Ngā mihi  
 
AARON EDWARDS Manager Planning – Pou Whakamāhere Taiao Matua MNZPI 
  

Office: +64 6 759 5040  |  Mobile: +64 275 521 561 

 

Ngāmotu – New Plymouth
179-181 Courtenay Street, PO Box 551, New Plymouth 4340,  +64 6 759 5040

Kirikiriroa – Hamilton
517 Anglesea Street, PO Box 1229, Hamilton 3240, +64 7 595 0020

Taupō
12 Ashwood Avenue, Taupō 3330

info@btw.nz  |  www.btw.nz
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose 

The purpose of this application is to seek land use resource consent for the continued operation of 
the New Plymouth Pistol Club (NPPC) on the site at 1206 Devon Road, Bell Block (legally described 
as: Lot 1 DP 19854). Resource consent is sought in part on a retrospective basis. 

The proposal is described in detail in Section 3. The proposal includes noise mitigation measures to 
include the establishment of a new two-storey building, an extension to an existing earth bund and 
acoustic walls/fencing. The following information is attached as appendices to this report:  

▪ Appendix A: Application Forms 

▪ Appendix B: Rule Assessment  

▪ Appendix C: Proposed Plans 

▪ Appendix D: Record of Title 

▪ Appendix E: Assessment of Environmental Noise Effects 

▪ Appendix F: Building Consent Plans  

▪ Appendix G: Officers Report CRT23/44925 

▪ Appendix H: Records of Consultation  

▪ Appendix I: Range Safety Orders 

1.2 Site Description Summary  

Land Location: 1206 Devon Road, Bell Block 

Landowner: Te Atiawa Iwi Holdings Limited Partnership 

Lessee: New Plymouth Pistol Club Inc 

Property Reference: 228 De Havilland Drive, Bell Block 

Legal Descriptions: Lot 1 DP 19854 

Record of Title  945222 

Title Area:  110.337 hectares 

Consent Sought:  Land Use 

Zone:   ODP: Industrial C Environment Area / Industrial E Environment Area 

PDP: General Industrial Zone 

ODP Map:  A 32 

Special Notations: ODP: Waahi Taonga/Site of Significance to Maori and Archaeological Site (Site ID: 448 and 

566); State Highway Limited Access Road; Designation N3; Energy Pipelines  

 

PDP: Site of Significance to Māori and Archaeological Sites (Site ID: 566); Entrance Corridor; 

Noise Control Boundary; Water Body (unnamed tributary); Airport Flight Path Surface; Gas 

Transmission Pipeline; Gas Transmission Pipeline Corridor, Indicative Road Transport 

Network; Designation (FGL-1 and NZTA-1) 
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1.3 The Applicant  

New Plymouth Pistol Club Inc 
c/- BTW Company Limited 
PO Box 551  
New Plymouth 
Attention: Aaron Edwards  
aaron.edwards@btw.nz  

1.4 Existing Use  

The NPPC first established on the site in 1983. The club has since developed overtime with currently 
eight outdoor ranges and one indoor range in use and membership in the order of 150 members.  

In or around August 2021, NPDC began receiving regular noise complaints from the neighbouring 
site at 1222 Devon Road. NPDC concluded the club did not have resource consent on the 
understanding noise generated from outdoor shooting activities did not comply with District Plan 
noise standards and that the club did not enjoy existing use rights pursuant to section 10 of the RMA. 
NPDC issued an abatement notice in August 2022, restricting shooting hours to the following:  

▪ Tuesday, between 9 am and 4 pm 

▪ Wednesday, between 9 am and 4 pm  

▪ Thursday, between 5 pm and 8 pm 

▪ Saturday, between 9 am and 4 pm  

▪ Sunday, between 10 am and 4 pm.  

The shooting hours have since been modified in agreement to exclude Tuesday and include Friday 
(between 9 am and 4 pm) and for a 9 am start on Sundays. The NPPC continues to operate under 
the restricted hours. The abatement notice is currently under appeal.  

The applicant applied to NPDC for an Existing Use Certificate for the activity in February 2023 
(CRT23/44925). The application was refused on 22 June 2023 on the basis that the application did 
not satisfy the relevant tests under section 139A of the RMA. A copy of the Officers Report is 
attached as Appendix G. 

The Officers Report concluded the NPPC was legally established in 1983 with the scope of the 
activity involving up to three shooting ranges and approximately 30 members. Figure 1.1 below 
demonstrates the 1983 site plan as included in the Officers Report, which provided for the three 
ranges to be set up over an open field area of 250 m in length and 150 m in width with a carpark 
area. 

With regard to activity post-1983, the Officers Report concluded there was insufficient information to 
demonstrate continued compliance with other relevant planning provisions in the period between 
1983 and 2005 when the Operative District Plan (ODP) came into effect and that the applicant did 
not demonstrate that the effects of the use are the same or similar in character, intensity, and scale 
to those which existed before the rule became operative or the proposed plan was notified.  

The applicant acknowledges NPDCs position - up to three shooting ranges and approximately 30 
members forms as the ‘existing environment’ against which the activity is to be assessed.  

The applicant notes the following aspects:  

Version: 1, Version Date: 02/08/2024
Document Set ID: 9312642

mailto:aaron.edwards@btw.nz


New Plymouth Pistol Club Inc, 1206 Devon Road, Bell Block  230984 

 

  

3 02/08/2024 
 

▪ Vehicle Access Point: The existing vehicle access point location was approved by the 
Ministry of Works and Development in 1983 (approval letter attached as Appendix H).  

▪ Buildings and Structures: Existing buildings and structures on site have been legally 
established at the time of development (see building consent files attached as Appendix F). 
No retrospective resource consent is sought or deemed necessary for the establishment of 
existing buildings and structures on site. 

▪ Earthworks: Earthwork activity to form the existing ranges has been undertaken periodically 
since the NPPC first occupied the site in 1983. The last earthwork activity (to form Ranges 10, 
11 and 12) was completed in 1990. It is understood this work was undertaken as a permitted 
activity under the relevant planning framework at the time of works. Accordingly, no 
retrospective resource consent is sought or deemed necessary in respect of previous 
earthwork activity undertaken on the site.   

 

Figure 1.1:   NPPC Site Plan from 1983   

1.5 Resource Consents Required 

The activity requires resource consent under the following Proposed District Plan (PDP) rules: 

Table 1.1:   Summary PDP Rule Assessment  

Rule Summary Assessment  Activity Status 

GIZ - General Industrial Zone  

GIZ-R15  

Sport and recreation activities   

The NPPC meets the definition of a sport and recreation activity. The proposal 

involves an expansion of the activity when compared to the existing environment.  

Non-complying 

GIZ-R17 Building activity will meet the General Industrial Zone Effects Standards however 

the building activity is not associated with a permitted activity.  

Restricted 

Discretionary 
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Rule Summary Assessment  Activity Status 

Building activities (including 

relocation of a building) 

WB - Waterbodies   

WB-R4 (under appeal) 

Earthworks on a site containing 

or adjoining a natural waterbody: 

Earthworks will be undertaken within 10m of the bank of the unnamed tributary 

associated with the extension and height increase for the Range 1 bund.  

Restricted 

Discretionary 

EW – Earthworks   

EW-R3 

Earthworks for sport and 

recreation activities 

Earthwork activity will not comply with the fill height or cut depth standard under 

EW-S2.   

Restricted 

Discretionary 

EW-R10 

Earthworks for building activities  

Earthwork activity associated will not comply with the fill height or cut depth 

standard under EW-S2.   

Restricted 

Discretionary 

TRAN - Transport  

TRAN-R1 

Roads and vehicle access points  

Not all transport effects standards will be complied with.   Restricted 

Discretionary 

TRAN-R10 

Vehicle access points onto a 

state highway 

The proposal results in an increase in the use of the existing access point when 

compared to the existing environment  

Discretionary 

ECOR – Entrance Corridors  

ECOR-R6 (under appeal) 

Building activities on sites 

adjoining an entrance corridor 

New building activity does not comply with all ECOR Effects Standards.  Restricted 

Discretionary 

ECOR-R7 (under appeal) 

Outdoor storage on sites 

adjoining an entrance corridor 

Outdoor storage areas will not comply with all ECOR Effects Standards.  Restricted 

Discretionary 

 

Having regard to those rules under appeal, no resource consent is required under the ODP noting 
the following:   

▪ WB-R4: There is no equivalent rule in the ODP.  

▪ ECOR-R6 and ECOR-R7: There are no equivalent rules in the ODP.   

A detailed assessment against PDP and relevant ODP rules and standards is attached as 
Appendix B.  

Resource consent is applied for under the Resource Management (National Environmental Standard 
for Assessing and Managing Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human Health) Regulations 2011 (NES-
CS) as a discretionary activity until such time as a Preliminary Site Investigation (PSI) is provided to 
determine activity status. 

Overall, after applying the bundling principle, resource consent is required under the PDP as a non-
complying activity.  

1.6 Resource Consents from Other Authorities 

No other resource consents from any other statutory authorities are required.  
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It is noted proposed earthwork activity will be undertaken to comply with permitted activity standards 
for soil disturbance under Rule 26 in the Taranaki Regional Council (TRC) Regional Fresh Water 
Plan.  

1.7 Technical Reports  

An Assessment of Environmental Noise Effects (AENE) prepared by Acoustic Engineering Services 
Limited is submitted in support of the application attached as Appendix E.  

A PSI is currently being prepared by BTW Company (BTW) and will be submitted in support of the 
application once finalised.  

1.8 Record of Title 

The site is held in Records of Title 916091 and 945222 (RT).  

RT 916091 concerns a deed of easement with NPDC as the registered owner. The NPPC activity 
does not affect this RT.  

The following interests are listed on RT 945222: 

▪ Subject to Section 59 Land Act 1948  

▪ 165446 Pipeline Certificate and Variation thereof pursuant to Section 70 of the Petroleum Act 
19937 in favour of the Natural Gas Corporation of New Zealand  

▪ 171538 Certificate declaring State Highway 3 adjoining the within land to be a limited access 
road 

▪ Subject to a right (in gross) to drain stormwater over part marked V-W DP 12910 in favour of 
New Plymouth District Council 

▪ Subject to a right (in gross) to convey water over part marked B on DP 312222 in favour of 
New Plymouth District Council 

▪ Subject to Part IVA Conservation Act 1987 except for sections 24(2A), 24A and 24AA. 

▪ Subject to Section 11 Crown Minerals Act 1991  

None of the above registered interests prevent the proposal from proceeding noting the applicant is 
consulting with NZ Transport Agency Waka Kotahi (NZTA) in relation to limited access road matters. 
RT copies are attached as Appendix D. 
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2 SITE AND EXISTING ENVIRONMENT  

2.1 Site Location  

The NPPC site is located approximately 1.5 km east of Bell Block, with the wider site adjoining the 
eastern extent of the Bell Block industrial area (Figure 2.1). The NPPC site is referenced as 1206 
Devon Road in the Officers Report for CRT23/44925. The wider site is referenced as 228 De 
Havilland Drive in the PDP planning maps. The NPPC is located at the northeastern corner of the 
site within an approximate 1.6 ha footprint for the activity (Figure 2.2 and Figure 2.3). Access to the 
NPPC site is via an existing vehicle access point onto Devon Road / State Highway 3 (SH3).  

 

Figure 2.1:   Wider site and surrounding area (source: TRC, 2021) 

 

Figure 2.2:   NPPC location and surrounding area (source: TRC, 2021) 

Bell Block residential area  Bell Block residential area  

Bell Block industrial area  

NPPC site  
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Figure 2.3:   NPPC footprint (source: TRC, 2021) 

2.2 Existing NPPC Facilities and Activities  

2.2.1 Buildings and Structures  

The NPPC features a single-storey main block consisting of a clubroom building (Building Consent 
67121P; 2005) and outdoor range building (Building Permit No. 10829; 1984) (Figure 2.4). Copies 
of the approved building consent plans are attached as Appendix F. 

 

Figure 2.4:   Existing NPPC buildings and Ranges 1-9. Ranges 10-12 are no longer in use (image source: TRC, 2021) 
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The main block extends approximately 56 m in length over an area in the order of 425 m² (including 
roof overhangs on Range 6). The outdoor range building is set back approximately 10 m from the 
road boundary at its northwest corner. The club rooms are set back approximately 33 m from the 
eastern boundary at its closest point. The balance of the site features a number of accessory 
buildings (sheds, lean-tos and containers) used for general purpose storage and shooting activities. 

2.2.2 Shooting Ranges 

The site features eight (8) active outdoor shooting ranges (Ranges 1-8) and one (1) indoor shooting 
range (Range 9) (Figure 2.4). Ranges 10-12 are no longer in use and will not be used for shooting 
purposes as part of continued NPPC activities. Figure 2.5 demonstrates examples of existing 
outdoor ranges. Each range typically features a flat shooting area enclosed within earthen 
embankments supported by tyre retaining and vegetation. The outdoor range building includes an 
indoor shooting range. 

  

  

Figure 2.5:   Outdoor shooting range examples (source: BTW, 2023)  

2.2.3 Access and Parking 

The site is accessed via an existing sealed crossing onto SH3 (Figure 2.6). The access extends 
approximately 13 m from the carriageway to a metal chainlink gate to which entry is controlled by 
swipe card access (Figure 2.7). The access leads to a metalled unmarked parking area in front of 
the main block building (Figure 2.8). Additional parking is available to the rear of the clubroom 
building and eastern lawn area as required. No on-street parking is available along SH3. 

Range 8 Range 5 

Range 1 Range 2 
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Figure 2.6:   Existing site access point (source: BTW, 2024) 

 

Figure 2.7:   Existing site entrance (source: BTW, 2024) 
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Figure 2.8:   Unmarked parking area (source: BTW, 2024) 

2.2.4 Existing Club Activity  

Existing club activity is described in detail in the Section 3 under the following sub-headings:  

▪ Membership 

▪ Opening Hours  

▪ Shooting Disciplines  

▪ Range Use  

2.3 District Plan Zoning  

The site is zoned General Industrial Zone under the PDP (Figure 2.9) and is located in the Industrial 
C Environment Area under the ODP (Figure 2.10).   

The following overlays apply to the wider site:  
 
▪ PDP: Site of Significance to Māori and Archaeological Sites (Site ID: 566); Entrance Corridor; 

Noise Control Boundary; Water Body (unnamed tributary); Airport Flight Path Surface; Gas 
Transmission Pipeline; Gas Transmission Pipeline Corridor; State Highway - Limited Access; 
Indicative Road Transport Network; Designation (FGL-1 and NZTA-1) 

 
▪ ODP: Waahi Taonga/Site of Significance to Maori and Archaeological Site (Site ID: 448 and 

566); State Highway Limited Access Road; Designation N3; Energy Pipelines  

Overlays of particular relevance to the NPPC activity include the Entrance Corridor overlay, 
unnamed tributary, limited access road and Site ID: 488 (discussed further the following sections).  
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Figure 2.9:   PDP Planning Map  

 

Figure 2.10:   ODP Planning Map A32  

2.4 Surrounding Land Use 

The wider site is located on the periphery of the Bell Block urban extent. Although zoned General 
Industrial, the wider site (surrounding the NPPC site to the west and south) remains in rural land use 
(grazing paddocks).   
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The NPPC site adjoins a rural lifestyle property (Rural Production Zone) to the east at 1222 Devon 
Road which features a dwelling and detached sleepout (presumed) located centrally within the site, 
approximately 120 m from the boundary of the NPPC site. The dwelling curtilage area features 
established vegetation that screens views toward the NPPC site. 

To the north on the opposite side of SH3 is a rural lifestyle property (Special Purpose – Future Urban 
Zone) located at 1209 Devon Road. The property features a dwelling setback in the order of 300 m 
from the NPPC site. A further rural lifestyle property (Rural Production Zone) is located to the 
northeast at 1219 Devon Road, featuring a dwelling setback in the order of 120 m from the NPPC 
site.  

A commercial nursery (Big Jim’s Garden Centre, Rural Production Zone) is located further to the 
east at 1221 Devon Road.  

2.5 Noise Environment 

The ambient noise environment is described as follows in section 2.3 in the AENE:  

Measurements taken by Marshall Day Acoustics on 5 occasions between 20 February 2022 
and 28 May 2022 indicated ambient noise levels between 56 dB LAeq(1 h) and 58 dB LAeq(1 h) at 
the secondary dwelling at 1222 Devon Road. It is expected that traffic noise levels will be in the 
order of 3 dB higher at the main dwelling at 1222 Devon Road, and up to 9 dB higher within the 
Future Urban Zone to the north based on traffic noise modelling in SoundPLAN v 8.2.  

Noise logging equipment deployed under our supervision in May 2024 on the opposite side of 
Devon Road to the Club indicated noise levels in the order of 73 dB LAeq(1 h). At the closest 
possible dwellings in the Future Urban Zone, noise levels are expected to be in the order of 6 
dB lower, based on modelling of traffic in SoundPLAN v 8.2. 

2.6 Transport Environment  

The NPPC adjoins SH3 as a limited access road. A posted speed limit of 80 km/h applies. SH3 forms 
as a single lane dual carriageway with double yellow centre-lines (no-passing lines) in the vicinity of 
the site. A right-turn median provides access to the Big Jim’s Garden Centre.  

NZTA records an annual average daily traffic count (ADDT) of 15,749 vehicles (5% heavy) in the 
vicinity of the site.1 The NZTA Crash Analysis System (CAS) Map identifies a number of recorded 
crash events in the vicinity of the site to include two fatal vehicle crashes (1989 and 2014).2  

Future safety improvements are planned in the vicinity of the NPPC site as part of NZTA’s Te Ara 
Tūtohu project.3 Construction of the De Haviland Drive / SH3 roundabout is expected to occur during 
2025-2026. The NPPC site is located approximately 700 m east of the proposed roundabout. As part 
of the safety improvements, it is understood that a central median barrier will be installed in the 
vicinty of the NPPC site with access to be restricted to left turn entry and exit only.    

 

 
1 NZTA State highway traffic monitoring – annual average daily traffic  
2 CAS Map 
3 Te Ara Tūtohu: Waitara to Bell Block 
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Figure 2.11:   NZTA CAS Map showing recorded crashes in vicinity of the NPPC site (source: NZTA, 2024) 

2.7 Entrance Corridor  

The PDP New Plymouth Entrance Corridor – Northern overlay applies to SH3 in the vicinity of the 
NPPC site, commencing approximately 300 m east of the site (where the Mangaoraka Stream 
crosses under SH3). The Entrance Corridor is generally characterised by established road boundary 
planting and grass berms along SH3 in this location (Figure 2.12 and Figure 2.13). The existing 
NPPC buildings are visible in part but largely softened or screened from viewpoints along the road 
by existing road boundary vegetation (Figure 2.14 and Figure 2.15). It is noted that all existing road 
boundary planting is established within the NPPC site boundaries.   

 

Figure 2.12:   Eastern approach to the NPPC site (source: BTW, 2024) 

NPPC site access 
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Figure 2.13:   Western approach to the NPPC site (source: BTW, 2024) 

 

Figure 2.14:   Existing road boundary planting in the vicinity of the NPPC access (source: BTW, 2024) 

 

Figure 2.15:   Existing road boundary planting in front of the outdoor range building (source: BTW, 2024) 

NPPC site access 
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2.8 Waterbodies 

An unnamed tributary of the Mangaoraka Stream (Waiongana) runs parallel to the eastern boundary 
of the NPPC site before flowing through a culvert under SH3 (Figure 2.16). The tributary is not listed 
as a Schedule 9 waterbody in the PDP. The Waiongana Stream and its tributaries are listed as an 
area subject to statutory acknowledgement under the Te Atiawa Claims Settlement Act 2016.  

 

Figure 2.16:  Unnamed tributary viewed from the road boundary (source: BTW, 2024) 

2.9 Cultural and Historic Heritage Sites   

The site and surrounding area are located within the rohe of Puketapu hapū. The surrounding area 
features a number of cultural and historic heritage sites recorded in the ODP and PDP as listed in 
Table 2.1 and shown in Figure 2.17 below. Site ID:448 is the closest recorded site with the verified 
extent located approximately 23 m from the NPPC site boundary.  

Table 2.1:   Sites of Significance to Māori and archaeological sites in proximity to the site  

Site ID Location Site Description Mana Whenua Silent File Verified NZAA Ref 

448 
Devon Road, 

Bell Block 
Rongonui Pā or 

Rongorongonui Pā 
Puketapu No Yes 

Q19/113 

451 Devon Road, 
Bell Block 

Pahau Pā Puketapu No Yes Q19/116 

566 Devon Road, 
Bell Block 

Ikamoana Pā Puketapu No No Q19/243 

 

1222 Devon Road 
NPPC Site 
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Figure 2.17:   Sites of Significance to Māori and archaeological sites in proximity to the site  

2.10 Soil Productivity  

The NPPC footprint is located within an area of Land Use Capability (LUC) Class 4 soils as recorded 
in the New Zealand Land Resource Inventory (NZLRI) (Figure 2.18). The site does not contain highly 
productive soils as defined in National Policy Statement for Highly Productive Land (NPS-HPL). The 
NPS-HPL does not apply to the proposal.  

 

Figure 2.18:   LUC soils in the surrounding area as recorded in the NZRLI (source: TRC LocalMaps) 

 

LUC 1c 1 

LUC 4e 2 

LUC 1c 1 
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2.11 Historic Land Use  

The NES-CS controls the activities on land where an activity on the Hazardous Activities and 
Industries List (HAIL) is being carried out, has been carried out, or is more than likely than not have 
been carried out. The site is not listed as a verified Hazardous Activities and Industries List (HAIL) 
site on the TRC Register of Selected Land Uses (RSLU) for contaminated sites, however, outdoor 
shooting ranges are included on the HAIL (C.2. Gun clubs or rifle ranges, including clay targets clubs 
that use lead munitions outdoors). The NES-CS is a relevant matter. As noted in Section 1.7, a PSI 
is currently being prepared and will be submitted in support of the application once finalised.    
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3 PROPOSAL  

The applicant seeks resource consent for the continued operation of the NPPC as a Sport and 
Recreation Activity in the General Industrial Zone on the site at 1206 Devon Road, Bell Block. 
Proposed plans are attached as Appendix C. 

The following provides an overview of the proposed NPPC facilities, activities and mitigation 
measures. The proposal has been developed on the basis of the recommended noise mitigation 
measures as set out in the AENE (Figure 3.1). The applicant adopts the AENE recommendations 
with proposed mitigation measures as demonstrated in  Figure 3.2.  

 

Figure 3.1:   Recommended physical noise mitigation measures (source: AES, 2024) 

 

Figure 3.2:   Site plan demonstrating proposed physical noise mitigation measures (source: BTW, 2024) 
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The applicant acknowledges NPDC’s position that the NPPC was lawfully established in 1983 with 
the scope of the activity involving up to three (3) ranges and approximately 30 members. This forms 
as the existing environment against which the continued operation of the NPPC is to be assessed. 
With eight (8) current outdoor ranges and one (1) indoor range in use and membership in the order 
of 150 members the NPPC activity has increased when compared to the existing environment. 
Resource consent is therefore applied for in part on a retrospective basis.  

3.1 Facilities  

3.1.1 Proposed Building  

A new two-storey building is proposed to be established over the existing outdoor range building 
footprint (Figure 3.3 and Figure 3.4). A series of acoustic walls will be established on the range side 
of the building for shooting bays (Figure 3.5). Proposed plans are attached as Appendix C. 

 

Figure 3.3:   Site Plan for the new building (source: Shed Ex, 2024) 

 

Figure 3.4:   Elevations for the new building (source: Shed Ex, 2024) 
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Figure 3.5:   Indicative shooting bay acoustic walls (source: modified from Shed Ex, 2024) 

The new building is to have a footprint of 280 m2 with similar positioning and footprint to the existing 
building. The building complies with the minimum 5 m road boundary setback requirement. The 
western end of the building will be located within the 20 m entrance corridor setback from SH3 
(approximately 113 m²). The building is to be finished in recessive green. 

The foundation design will most likely be a 600 mm diameter 1.8 m deep bored pier at each portal 
column and mullion column position. A standard 300 mm deep wash out footing will run the full 
perimeter of the building. The final design will be confirmed by a structural engineer based on results 
of future geotechnical testing. 

3.1.2 Ranges 

As set out in Section 2.2.2, the site features eight active outdoor ranges and one indoor range. These 
ranges are to be retained in use for shooting purposes as part of continued NPPC activities. The use 
of the ranges is described in further detail in Section 3.2.4.  

3.1.3 Range 1 Bund  

The existing bund along the eastern side of Range 1 will be extended and increased in height with 
a 1.8 m high acoustic fence to be established on top of the bund. The bund and fence will be designed 
to meet the 3.0 m height increase as per the AENE recommendations. A concept bund design is 
included in Appendix C. Final form will be confirmed through detailed design.  

3.1.4 Acoustic walls and fencing 

New 7.0 m high acoustic walls are to be established between Ranges 1 and 2 and Ranges 4 and 5 
(Figure 3.2). Concept elevations are attached as Appendix C. Detailed design and construction 
methodology will be confirmed at the time of building consent. Existing bunds and tyres may need 
to be removed to facilitate construction of the acoustic walls. Bunds may then be re-instated once 
walls are constructed.  

Additional acoustic mitigation measures include a series of double stacked containers and acoustic 
fences (Figure 3.2). The existing fence behind Range 7 will be retained (Figure 3.6). Any gaps in the 
in the fence will be filled in and upgraded as necessary to achieve acoustic specifications. 
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Figure 3.6:   Existing fence behind Range 7 to be upgraded as necessary (source: BTW, 2024) 

3.2 Club Activities  

3.2.1  Membership 

The NPPC currently has approximately 150 members. Membership numbers fluctuate over time. 
The number of members does not directly correlate to the intensity of use for the shooting ranges. 
The intensity of use is dictated by regular club activities and events (described further in Sections 
3.2.2-3.2.4 below). An increase in membership does not directly equate to an expansion of the 
activity. Accordingly, no limit to membership numbers is proposed or considered necessary as part 
of this resource consent application.  

3.2.2 Opening Hours  

The NPPC is open to members from 9:00 am to 9:00 pm seven days a week. Resource consent is 
sought to undertake shooting during opening hours from 9:00 am to 9:00 pm seven days a week (to 
include public holidays).  

The NPPC reserves the right to close the ranges on any day of the week as necessary. 

3.2.3 Shooting Disciplines  

The following shooting disciplines are currently undertaken at the NPPC:4 

▪ Multi Gun 

▪ Action Shooting  

▪ Cowboy Action Shooting 

▪ International Practical Shooting Confederation (IPSC) 

▪ Service Pistol 

▪ Speed 

 
4 Discipline description available here: https://pistolnz.org.nz/ and https://www.newplymouthpistolclub.org.nz/  
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▪ Muzzle Loading 

▪ International Sport Shooting Federation (ISSF)  

▪ Hand Gun Metallic Silhouette  

Jonathan Marshall (NPPC Treasurer) describes the way in which the disciplines operate within the 
NPPC as follows (personal communication, 19 February 2024):  

Our club is broken down into these disciplines and we have a convenor appointed to each 
discipline who is responsible to the club for their activities. Members are then free to choose 
their direction in the sport with suitable accredited members providing mentorship and training 
not unlike a golf club. Members must be qualified to shoot the different disciplines and have 
special training for each one. 

Shooting disciplines may vary over time. Variations to the way in which shooting disciplines are 
undertaken on site and/or new shooting disciplines will be managed to comply with noise limits as 
set out in the Noise Report. Accordingly, no restrictions on the type of shooting disciplines 
undertaken are proposed or considered necessary as part of this resource consent application. 

3.2.4 Range Use  

Table 3.1 details current use of outdoor ranges for each shooting discipline.  

Table 3.1:   Shooting disciplines by outdoor range  

Range Shooting disciplines 

1 Speed, IPSC 

2 Speed 

3 Cowboy Action Shooting, Speed 

4 Cowboy Action Shooting, Speed, IPSC 

5 Speed, Muzzle Loading, ISSF 

6 Action Shooting, Service Pistol, Speed 

7 Action Shooting, IPSC, Speed, Multi Gun 

8 Speed, sighting in rifles 

 

Intensity of use is noted as follows on pages 4-5 in the AENE:  

▪ Typically, daily use may be 4 – 8 hours per day for all club and training use, with club members 
also using the facility on weekends, especially on Sunday when most events are held.  

▪ Use by other shooting clubs and open days for public or corporate events occur occasionally 
and is often on weekends or evenings.  

▪ Police will use the facility for training and certification as required, which is typically three days 
per month. The Armed Offenders Squad uses the Club approximately five times per year.  

▪ Between 6 – 8 times a year the Club may operate a local or national competition with up to 
160 attendees for an average of three days. The competitions typically run between 0900 to 
1700 hours with some set-up testing from 0800 hours and some repairs and testing after 1700 
hours in preparation for the competition on the next day.  
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The AENE also notes that regular club shooting events are currently scheduled on Wednesday 
mornings, Thursday evenings, and Sunday mornings (page 3). At each event, attendance numbers 
typically fluctuate between 15 and 35 club members. The frequency, day and timing of these regular 
club shooting events may vary over time.   

It is noted that the NPPC serves as the only outdoor shooting range available for police training 
purposes within the New Plymouth District.  

3.3 Noise Levels 

Noise generated by the activity is described in detail in section 3.0 in the AENE. The AENE identifies 
noise from gunshots as the primary noise source associated with the NPPC. Other noise sources 
(e.g., vehicles and people talking) are expected to be very low and any effects negligible.    

Section 4.0 in the AENE sets out comparison with District Plan standards, concluding as follows:   

The Club as it has been operating historically may not have been compliant with a 55 dB LAeq(15 

min) (daytime) and 50 dB LAeq(15 min) (evening) New Plymouth Proposed District Plan notional 
boundary noise limits in some instances, but with the mitigation as outlined above, full 
compliance will be achieved – both at the notional boundary of both dwellings at 1222 Devon 
Road and at the notional boundary of future dwellings in the Special Purpose – Future Urban 
Zone. 

Section 2.4 in the AENE outlines the adopted criteria for gunshot noise, noting that typically District 
Plan limits are not suitable for determining potential noise effects of gunshot noise due to its 
impulsive nature. The AENE applies assessment based on the following:  

Considering the existing ambient noise environment in this case, the hours and intensity of use 
described above, and the above guidance, we consider that where noise levels during 
representative high noise periods from the pistol club of 65 dB LAFmax are received at the notional 
boundary of residential dwellings such as those located at 1222 Devon Road, the noise will be 
acceptable and effects minimal, as the instantaneous noise would be only 5 – 10 dB higher 
than the ambient noise. Given the elevated ambient noise environment in this case, that 
approach is more conservative than what would often occur in a more ‘typical’ rural 
environment, with a shooting noise threshold of 55 dB LAFmax. 

Table 3.2 sets out predicted noise levels at the notional boundary for 1222 Devon Road (measured 
in LAFmax based on the AENE recommendations). Table 3.3 sets out predicted noise levels at the 
Future Urban Zone boundary on the opposite side of SH3 (1217 Devon Road).  

Table 3.2:   Expected Shooting Noise Levels received at the notional boundary of the secondary dwelling at 1222 Devon 
Road (source: AES, 2024) 

Range 
Noise levels without 
mitigation (dB LAFmax) 

Noise levels with 
mitigation (dB LAFmax) 

Range 1 75 66 

Range 2 80 66 

Range 3 74 67 

Range 4 77 67 

Range 5 74 65 

Range 6 - northern shooting positions 72 63 
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Range 
Noise levels without 
mitigation (dB LAFmax) 

Noise levels with 
mitigation (dB LAFmax) 

Range 6 - central shooting positions 74 66 

Range 6 - southern shooting positions 73 65 

Range 7 72 66 

 

Table 3.3:   Expected Shooting Noise Levels received across Devon Road at the edge of the Special Purpose – Future Urban 
Zone (source: AES, 2024) 

Range 
Noise levels without 
mitigation (dB LAFmax) 

Noise levels with 
mitigation (dB LAFmax) 

Range 1 67 66 

Range 2 64 59 

Range 3 71 65 

Range 4 70 65 

Range 5 67 66 

Range 6 - northern shooting positions 70 66 

Range 6 - central shooting positions 77 75 

Range 6 - southern shooting positions 78 76 

Range 7 84 77 

 

The AENE concludes as follows with regard to predicted noise levels received at the Future Urban 
Zone (Section 3.0, page 9):  

Given the existing ambient environment in this location as described above, these predicted 
levels are not expected to be of concern, with the exception of Range 6 (75 dB LAFmax and 76 
dB LAFmax – associated with the use of central and southern shooting positions) and Range 7 
(77 dB LAFmax). We therefore propose the following Condition, to ensure effects are minimal, in 
the event that dwellings are constructed on those sites in the future:  

▪ In the event that dwellings are constructed within the adjacent Special Purpose – Future 
Urban Zone sites the Club shall implement further noise mitigation to limit noise levels 
received at those sites to 70 dB LAFmax.  

The applicant adopts the recommendations of the AES report.  

3.4 Transport  

3.4.1 Access and Parking 

No change to the existing access and parking area is proposed. Vehicles will continue to park onsite 
on an informal basis. The existing gravel surface is considered to be fit for purpose and will be 
retained.   
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3.4.2 Vehicle Movements 

Vehicle movements will vary throughout the week to coincide with regular opening hours and club 
events. The NPPC does not accommodate more than 200 people at any one time and therefore 
does not meet the PDP definition of a High Trip Generator Activity.  

3.5 Earthworks  

Earthwork activity will be required to establish mitigation measures. This will include earthwork 
activity associated with the following:  

▪ New building foundations 

▪ Range 1 bund formation 

▪ Acoustic wall construction 

▪ Acoustic fencing and container placement 

Proposed earthworks will exceed the following cut depth or fill height under EW-S2:  

▪ Outside the minimum building setback for the underlying zone:  1.5m; and 

▪ Inside the minimum building setback for the underlying zone: 0.5m 

Up to 4.21 m of fill activity will be required for the Range 1 bund formation (occurring both inside and 
outside of the minimum 8 m building setback). It is expected that the Range 1 bund extension will 
be formed using soil removed from existing bunds to facilitate the construction of the acoustic walls.  
Any soil sourced from offsite (if required) would be cleanfill.  

Up to 2.5 m of cut and fill activity will be required for the acoustic wall construction and the placement 
of the container between Range 5 and 6 (occurring outside of the minimum 8 m building setback).  

Proposed earthworks will comply with other PDP earthwork standards (EW-S1, EW-S3, EW-S4 and 
EW-S5).  

Earthwork activity will be managed in accordance with the recommendations of the PSI.   
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4 ASSESSMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS  

4.1 Matters to be considered for Non-Complying Activities 

Under Section 88(2) of the RMA an application for resource consent must include, in accordance 
with Schedule 4, an assessment of environmental effects in such detail as corresponds with the 
scale and significance of the effects that the activity may have on the environment. These effects 
are described below.  

As a non-complying activity NPDC’s assessment is unrestricted and any relevant actual and potential 
effects of this proposal can be considered. Relevant actual and potential adverse effects of the 
proposal are set out below under the following matters:  

▪ Positive Effects 

▪ Noise Effects  

▪ Character and Amenity Effects  

▪ Visual Effects 

▪ Effects on Transport Safety and Efficiency 

▪ Earthwork Effects 

▪ Effects on Human Health 

▪ Effects on Waterbodies 

▪ Effects on Archaeology 

▪ Cultural Effects. 

4.2 Positive Effects 

In accordance with section 104(1)(a) Council must have regard to any actual and potential effects 
on the environment of allowing the activity which includes positive effects. The proposal provides for 
the continuation of the NPPC activity as the only outdoor shooting range in the New Plymouth 
District. The proposal supports community well-being in providing for social aspects associated with 
club activities, hosting sport and recreation events at a district, regional and national level and in 
serving as a training facility for the NZ police.  

4.3 Noise Effects  

The NPPC activity creates the potential to generate unreasonable noise, in turn causing adverse 
nuisance and health effects. As noted, outdoor shooting forms part of the existing environment with 
the NPPC activity legally established in 1983 for up to three ranges and 30 members. 

Noise effects are assessed in detail in the AENE attached as Appendix E. The AENE concludes full 
compliance will be achieved with PDP noise limits at the notional boundary of both dwellings at 1222 
Devon Road and at the notional boundary of future dwellings in the Special Purpose – Future Urban 
Zone (being the closest receivers).  

Acknowledging gunshot noise is not well captured in the PDP standards, the AENE considers a 
noise threshold of 65 dB LAFmax where received at dwellings, at which the AENE concludes noise will 
be acceptable and effects minimal in the context of this situation. BTW understands that the noise 
threshold has been chosen specifically for the situation at 1222 Devon Road, whereas a higher 
threshold for the Future Urban Zone (70 dB LAFmax) is considered appropriate where there are higher 
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levels of traffic noise. In a different context it is also possible that a lower threshold value could be 
deemed appropriate. 

With proposed noise mitigation measures, the AENE concludes as follows with regard to predicted 
noise levels (Section 5.0):  

A representative high noise scenario has been considered which indicates that when received 
at the notional boundary of the secondary dwelling at 1222 Devon Road noise levels either 
meet, or are also within 1 – 2 dB of, a 65 dB LAFmax threshold. We therefore expect this noise to 
have a minimal effect.  

Noise levels received at the notional boundary of the main dwelling at 1222 Devon Road are 
typically lower, and the ambient traffic noise is higher. Noise effects for that dwelling are 
therefore also expected to be minimal.  

On the opposite side of Devon Road, at the edge of the Special Purpose – Future Urban Zone 
the traffic noise levels are 9 dB higher than those experienced at the notional boundary of the 
secondary dwelling at 1222 Devon Road. Given the high existing ambient environment, the 
predicted ‘within mitigation’ noise levels in this location are not of concern, apart from with 
regard to Range 7 and where shooting occurs down the range on Range 6. Further acoustic 
mitigation may be required if dwellings are built in the Special Purpose – Future Urban Zone in 
the future. 

Based on the AENE conclusions, any potential adverse effects on receptors in the surrounding area 
associated with noise are considered to be less than minor when compared to the existing 
environment.  

With regard to development within the Future Urban Zone, it is considered the proposal will not 
unduly compromise future residential activity if and when rezoning occurs. The AENE notes SH3 
traffic results in a high existing ambient environment which affects noise levels experienced on the 
property at 1217 Devon Road. It is noted that the State Highway Noise Control Boundary extends 
approximately 70 m into the site at 1217 Devon Road. Future dwellings with this overlay would be 
subject to noise insulation standards under NOISE-R5 and NOISE-R6 (setting a permitted activity 
internal noise level of 40 dB LAeq (24 hour) inside all noise sensitive rooms). Whilst noise insulation forms 
as a factor when considering the permitted baseline of effects for future development, the purpose 
of the rule is to avoid reverse sensitivity effects in relation to the state highway network. Applying the 
permitted baseline to disregard effects associated with gunshot noise from the NPPC activity is not 
considered to be appropriate and may in fact be ultra vires. As it stands, with the condition as 
proposed, it is considered the proposal will not compromise the ability to develop the area for urban 
growth purposes within the Future Urban Zone. Further noise mitigation measures are able to be 
implemented if and when required to reduce noise associated with the NPPC activity to an 
appropriate level.  

4.4 Character and Amenity Effects  

The NPPC is established on site and forms as part of the existing environment (in part). The 
expansion and continuation of the activity creates the potential to adversely affect character and 
amenity values in the surrounding area.  

Existing character in the surrounding area remains predominantly rural, however, PDP zoning within 
the site and surrounding area (General Industrial Zone and Future Urban Zone) anticipates future 
land-use and resultant character change. As it stands, the NPPC activity is considered to be 
appropriately located on the periphery of the future urban extent (noting noise effects are able to be 
appropriately mitigated). 
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Existing landscaping largely softens and screens the NPPC footprint from views within the 
surrounding area (with visual effects discussed further in Section 4.5 below). The majority of club 
activity occurs within the buildings and outdoor ranges which are screened from view. General levels 
of activity within the club are not readily apparent when viewed from the surrounding area.       

In terms of character and amenity effects associated with traffic generation, the NPPC does not meet 
the threshold for a high trip generating activity in the PDP. Any traffic generated by the activity is 
largely indiscernible in the context of the SH environment. Vehicle movements associated with the 
NPPC will not adversely affect character and amenity values in the surrounding area.  

Overall, any adverse effects character and amenity effects are considered to be less than minor.  

4.5 Visual Effects 

Additional built form creates the potential for adverse visual effects when viewed from receptors in 
the surrounding area. New development in proximity to the Entrance Corridor also creates the 
potential to adversely affect the arrival experience along SH3. 

The NPPC footprint is well-established with existing road boundary landscaping serving to soften 
and screen views through the site. Further landscaping at the rear of the site assists in embedding 
the NPPC footprint within the landscape.  

Existing buildings and structures have been legally established. Proposed new buildings and 
structures comply with bulk and location standards for the General Industrial Zone.  

The most visual addition will be the proposed new two-storey building. This building will be part 
located within the 20 m Entrance Corridor setback. The existing fence to the rear of Range 7 is also 
located within the 20 m setback (with some upgrades required to establish as an acoustic fence at 
3 m in height). The building and fence will be finished in recessive green and not appear overly 
dominant when viewed from the surrounding area. Existing road boundary landscaping will be 
retained to soften views.  

The 7 m high acoustic walls between Ranges 1 and 2 and Ranges 4 and 5 will be located toward 
the rear of the NPPC footprint behind the two-storey building. The walls will be either softened or 
screened by landscaping and will not be highly visible from vantage points in the surrounding area.  

It is noted that the existing dwellings at 1222 Devon Road are screened from view by established 
landscaping around the dwelling curtilage areas as well as along the eastern boundary of the NPPC 
site. Landscaping along the Range 1 bund will be reinstated following construction to soften the 
appearance of the acoustic fence running along the top of the bund. Any visual effects experienced 
by occupiers at 1222 Devon Road will be less than minor.   

Overall, any potential visual effects are considered to be less than minor.  

4.6 Effects on Transport Safety and Efficiency 

The expansion and continuation of the activity creates the potential to adversely affect transport 
safety and efficiency within the adjoining road network.  

Existing site access and parking is proposed to be retained with the existing access point approved 
in 1983.  

Retention of the existing access point is considered to be appropriate. The existing access has clear 
sight lines in both directions. Sufficient queuing space is provided for the activity to avoid the potential 
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for vehicles having to queue on SH3. There is a minimum of 13 m queuing space between the road 
carriageway and the access gate, enabling two vehicles to comfortably queue in tandem whilst 
opening the security gate. The width of the access also enables two vehicles to pass each other 
without conflict at the entrance. A central median barrier is understood to be planned as part of future 
SH3 safety improvements, restricting movements to left turn entry and exit only.  

Sufficient onsite parking is provided to service the activity. Retention of the existing parking areas 
results in technical non-compliances when assessed against PDP standards, however, existing 
parking is considered to be fit for purpose noting the following:  

▪ No current members require disability parking spaces. Disabled parking spaces in proximity to 
buildings are able to be established if required in the future;   

▪ No bicycle parking is considered necessary as members do not cycle to the site and unlikely 
to be required in the future given the nature and location of the activity;  

▪ The sealed access point will assist in dislodging material from tires to reduce the potential for 
material being tracked onto the SH3 carriageway; and  

▪ The NPPC activity does not meet the threshold for a high trip generating activity. The provision 
of parking and access is considered sufficient to accommodate vehicle trips generated by the 
activity.  

Overall, any potential adverse effects on transport safety and efficiency are considered to be no 
more than minor. No persons in the surrounding area are considered to be adversely affected in 
regard to transport safety and efficiency effects.   

4.7 Earthwork Effects 

Resource consent is required under the Earthworks Chapter provisions due to non-compliances with 
the maximum cut depth or fill height standards under EW-S2. Effects associated with earthwork 
activity in proximity to the unnamed tributary are further assessed in Section 4.9 below. 

Matters of discretion under EW-S2 provide relevant guidance and are listed as follows:  

1. Effects on the stability of land or structures, and potential to create new or exacerbate 
existing natural hazards, impact natural drainage patterns, redirect overland flow paths or 
flood flows or create instability, erosion or scarring. 

2. Impacts on character and amenity values, natural landforms and features, including 
whether the cut face and any retaining structures can be concealed behind development 
or effectively landscaped   

Earthwork form will be subject to detailed design and suitably managed to avoid natural hazard risks, 
instability, erosion or scarring. The new two-storey building and acoustic walls will be subject to 
building consent processes. Overland flow paths will be maintained with stormwater to be managed 
to avoid flooding. 

Earthwork activity will largely occur out of sight to the rear of the existing and proposed buildings and 
will not impact on character and amenity values or natural landforms and features. As per 
assessment in Section 4.5, any visual effects experienced by occupiers at 1222 Devon Road 
associated with the Range 1 bund formation will be less than minor. 

Construction activity is able to be suitably managed to control the effects of dust, stormwater, 
sediment, noise and vibration as well as vehicle movements. 
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Overall, it is considered that any earthwork effects will be less than minor. Finished landform will be 
appropriately designed to avoid potential effects associated with visual amenity, cultural values, land 
stability and natural hazard risk. Construction phase activity will be temporary and managed 
appropriately to avoid or mitigate adverse effects.  

4.8 Effects on Human Health  

The activity will be managed in accordance with the recommendations of the PSI. The activity is able 
to be suitably managed to avoid, remedy or mitigate potential risk to human health.  

4.9 Effects on Waterbodies  

Earthwork activity within proximity to the unnamed tributary creates the potential to adversely affect 
waterbody health and function and associated values.  

The existing bund along the eastern boundary of Range 1 is located within 10 m of the unnamed 
tributary. The proposed extension and height increase will occur within 10 m of the unnamed 
tributary. The earthwork activity is necessary to mitigate noise effects. Given the existing bund extent 
(the formation of which is understood to have been legally established at the time of development), 
it is considered the earthwork activity has a functional need and operational need (as prescribed in 
the National Planning Standards) to be located adjacent to the tributary.  

A concept design is provided in the plan set. Final bund form will be subject to detailed design. The 
bund will be designed so as not to create new or exacerbate existing natural hazards, including 
flooding or stream bank erosion.   

All earthwork activity will be suitably managed with erosion and sediment controls in place for the 
duration of works. Earthwork areas will be stabilised and planting re-established following formation 
of the bund.  

The applicant has initiated consultation with tangata whenua and welcomes any feedback in regard 
to cultural values associated with the tributary.  

Overall, it is considered the proposal will suitably provide for the protection of waterways. Any 
adverse effects on waterway health, function and associated values are considered to be 
appropriately avoided, remedied or mitigated.  

4.10 Effects on Archaeology  

Resource consent is not required in relation to sites of significance to Māori and archaeological sites 
as no earthwork activity will occur within 50 m of the known extent for Rongonui Pā (Site ID: 448). 
All earthwork activity will be undertaken in compliance with discovery protocol requirements under 
EW-S5. Any potential adverse effects on cultural and historic heritage values will be appropriately 
avoided or mitigated.  

4.11 Cultural Effects 

The applicant has initiated consultation with Te Atiawa. A copy of the application will be provided to 
Te Atiawa and Puketapu at the time of lodgement. Any feedback will be forwarded to the processing 
planner.  
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4.12 Effects Summary  

Overall, any adverse effects are considered to be appropriately avoided or mitigated. Any residual 
adverse effects will be no more than minor. Any adverse effects on persons in the surrounding area 
will be less than minor.   
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5 NOTIFICATION DECISION  

It is considered there is no need to publicly or limited notify the application in accordance with the 
steps for notification under Sections 95A and 95B of the RMA. There is no mandatory requirement 
to notify the application. The applicant does not request that the application is notified and any 
adverse effects will not be more than minor. No persons are considered to be adversely affected by 
the proposal and it is considered there are no special circumstances that would warrant notification. 
It is therefore considered the application is able to be processed on a non-notified basis.  
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6 CONSULTATION  

Pursuant to Section 36A of the RMA, there is no duty to consult about a resource consent application. 
However, it is considered best practise to consult with those parties considered to be potentially 
adversely affected by a proposal.  

The following provides a summary of consultation undertaken since BTW was engaged by the 
applicant to assist in preparing a resource consent application.  

6.1 New Plymouth District Council 

6.1.1 Site Meeting  

A site visit was held at the NPPC on 12 December 2023 with the following persons in attendance:  

▪ NPDC: 

— Richard Watkins (Principal Planner) 

— Campbell Robinson (Senior Planner) 

— Damian Ellerton (Marshall Day Acoustics) 

▪ NPPC (applicant): 

— Jonathan Marshall (Treasurer)  

— Mike O'Sullivan (President) 

— Martin Phillips (Secretary) 

— Jeremy Trevathan (Acoustic Engineering Services) 

— Aaron Edwards (BTW) 

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss resource consent requirements and set a pathway 
forward for preparation and lodgement of the consent application. Meeting notes are included in the 
records of consultation attached as Appendix G.  

6.1.2 Noise Data  

Following on from the site visit meeting, a copy of the raw data sets for previous noise testing 
undertaken by Marshall Day Acoustics was requested on 12 December 2023. The data was provided 
on 2 February 2024 as a Local Government Official Information and Meeting Act (LGOIMA) request 
under NPDC reference CSM23/504655. 

6.1.3 Pre-Application Meeting  

A pre application meeting was held at NPDC offices on 20 March 2024 (PAP23/00063). The 
following persons were in attendance:  

▪ Richard Watkins, NPDC 

▪ Campbell Robinson, NPDC 

▪ Jonathan Marshall, NPPC 

▪ Aaron Edwards, BTW  

Agreed points from the meeting were summarised as follows: 
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▪ NPPC is continuing to work with Acoustic Engineering Services (AES) to consolidate noise 
mitigation measures as part of the proposal. Development of the proposed two-storey building 
is central to noise mitigation measures.  

▪ The resource consent application will need to give due regard to noise levels received within 
the Future Urban Zone located on the opposite side of SH3.  

▪ Acknowledgement that membership numbers do not necessarily directly corelate to levels of 
activity on site (but equally acknowledgment that membership numbers may have been an 
appropriate historical indicator of intensity of use in the absence of specific management of 
range use). Intensity of use is to be captured through the resource consent application through 
specific management of range use in consultation with AES.  

▪ Visual impact of future buildings/development will need to be assessed accordingly within the 
application, to include consideration of Entrance Corridor matters. The existing landscaping 
strip may provide sufficient mitigation noting a good level of screening is achieved currently – 
important to confirm landscaping is located within the site (in order to rely on existing 
landscaping in mitigating effects). 

▪ Consultation with NZTA is required. Aaron Edwards is to review previous communications with 
NZTA undertaken by the NPPC to then initiate consultation. 

▪ The suitability of the existing access and vehicle parking areas will need to be considered 
further in consultation with NZTA. If sealing car parking areas (or further 
modifying/compacting), stormwater matters will need to be addressed.   

▪ Consultation with mana whenua will be required in relation to earthworks in proximity to the 
waterbody (and potentially any proposed earthworks more generally across the wider site that 
do not comply with earthwork standards).  

▪ The activity is included on the MfE Hazardous Activities and Industries List (HAIL) under C2 
Gun clubs or rifle ranges, including clay targets clubs that use lead munitions outdoors. The 
NES-CS is a relevant matter. BTW is to consider reporting requirements under the NES-CS 
further.   

▪ The application will need to identify and assess activities (if any) that have previously occurred 
on site that required resource consent at the time of undertaking (for which consent was not 
obtained) with retrospective resource consent sought accordingly.    

▪ Acknowledgement that preparation of the resource consent application is not straight-forward 
but that NPPC is progressively working toward lodgement of the application. At this stage, a 
date for lodgement cannot be confirmed. Noting work required above to include consultation, 
lodgement by the end of April would be a best-case scenario. 

Meeting notes are included in the records of consultation attached as Appendix G. The application 
has been prepared generally consistent with NPDC feedback received to date.  

6.2 Tangata Whenua  

The site is owned by Te Atiawa Iwi Holdings Limited Partnership. NPPC has a lease agreement 
(Licence to Occupy) with Te Atiawa. NPPC have initiated consultation with Te Atiawa. A copy of the 
application will be forwarded to Te Atiawa and Puketapu at the time of lodgement. Any feedback 
received will be forwarded to the processing planner.  

6.3 NZ Transport Agency Waka Kotahi 

Consultation with NZTA was initiated on 27 July 2024 providing an overview of the proposal. No 
feedback has been received to date. A record of consultation is included in Appendix G. 
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BTW understands NPPC met with NZTA in 2022 to discuss the proposed Te Ara Tūtohu SH3 safety 
improvements in the vicinity of the site. No written record is available.  

A copy of the application will be forwarded to NZTA at the time of lodgement.  

6.4 New Zealand Police | Nga Pirihimana O Aotearoa 

The NPPC is in regular contact with the New Zealand Police as part of regular range use as well as 
from a legislative approval perspective. A copy of the NPPC Range Standing Orders (RSO) is 
attached as Appendix I which is a legal requirement under Te Tari Pūreke Firearms Safety Authority 
which assess the NPPC every year to confirm a certificate for compliance and a set of rules (the 
RSO). Of note, the RSO certifies the NPPC range as a non-fall out range (i.e., no projectiles leave 
the site).   

6.5 Local Community 

With mitigation as proposed, no persons in the surrounding area are considered to be adversely 
affected by the proposal.  

The applicant has discussed the proposal with the owners and occupiers of 1217 Devon Road and 
1219 Devon Road. BTW understands that no concerns have been raised.  

The applicant is aware of a history of complaints in relation to the NPPC activities from the owner 
and occupier at 1222 Devon Road. The applicant has not directly engaged with the owner and 
occupier in preparing this resource consent application.  
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7 STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS  

7.1 Introduction  

The regulatory framework comprises the relevant sections of the Resource Management Act 1991, 
the relevant objectives and policies of the ODP, PDP, Regional Policy Statement for Taranaki (RPS), 
National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management (NPS-FM) and Te Atiawa Iwi Environmental 
Management Plan (Tai Whenua, Tai Tangata, Tai Ao).  

7.2 Section 104 Assessment 

In accordance with Section 104, when considering an application for a resource consent and any 
submissions received, the consent authority must, subject to Part 2, have regard to: 

(a) any actual and potential effects on the environment of allowing the activity; and 

(ab) any measure proposed or agreed to by the applicant for the purpose of ensuring positive 
effects on the environment to offset or compensate for any adverse effects on the environment 
that will or may result from allowing the activity; and 

(b) any relevant provisions of— 

(i) a national environmental standard: 

(ii) other regulations: 

(iii) a national policy statement: 

(iv) a New Zealand coastal policy statement: 

(v) a regional policy statement or proposed regional policy statement: 

(vi) a plan or proposed plan; and 

(c) any other matter the consent authority considers relevant and reasonably necessary to 
determine the application. 

Assessment: The proposal is a non-complying activity under the PDP to be considered pursuant to 
Sections 104, 104B and 104D. Of the above relevant matters for assessment, actual and potential 
effects on the environment have been assessed in Section 4 with assessment of relevant policy 
documents provided in the following sections. It is noted that no offset or compensation measures 
are proposed by the applicant under Section 104(ab) noting that any adverse effects are considered 
to be no more than minor.  

7.3 Section 104B  

In accordance with Section 104B, after considering an application for a resource consent for a non-
complying activity, a consent authority: 

a) May grant or refuse the application; and 

b) If it grants the application, may impose conditions under section 108 of the RMA. 
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Assessment: The applicant anticipates conditions would be imposed, assuming consent was to be 
granted. The applicant requests opportunity to review draft conditions of consent prior to any decision 
being issued.  

7.4 Section 104D  

Section 104D(1) outlines the thresholds of the ‘gateway test’. An application for a non-complying 
activity must pass through one of these gateways in order for it to be considered under section 104 
of the RMA: 

(a) the adverse effects of the activity on the environment (other than any effect to which section 
104(3)(a)(ii) applies) will be minor; or 

(b) the application is for an activity that will not be contrary to the objectives and policies of— 

(i) the relevant plan, if there is a plan but no proposed plan in respect of the activity; or 

(ii) the relevant proposed plan, if there is a proposed plan but no relevant plan in respect of 
the activity; or 

(iii) both the relevant plan and the relevant proposed plan, if there is both a plan and a 
proposed plan in respect of the activity. 

Assessment: As per the effects assessment in Section 4,  any actual or potential adverse effects of 
the proposal on the environment are considered to be no more than minor. The proposal therefore 
passes through (a) above. Assessment against relevant objectives and policies of the ODP and PDP 
is provided below and concludes that the proposal is not contrary to either.  

Noting that an application only needs to pass through one of the gateways, the proposal can go on 
to be considered under Section 104 of the RMA under Section 104D(1)(a) though it is considered to 
have passed through both gateways.  

7.5 Part 2 of the RMA 

The decision in the Court of Appeal in R J Davidson Family Trust v Marlborough District Council 
[2018] NZCA 316 has further influenced the way in which Part 2 should be assessed. 

In circumstances where it is clear that a plan is “prepared having regard to Part 2 and with a coherent 
set of policies designed to achieve clear environmental outcomes” the Court envisaged that “the 
result of a genuine process that has regard to those policies in accordance with s 104(1) should be 
to implement those policies.” Reference to Part 2 would not add anything, and “could not justify an 
outcome contrary to the thrust of the policies”5. 

In respect of the District Plan and other relevant planning documents, it is considered that they have 
been prepared with a coherent set of policies designed to achieve clear environmental outcomes 
and that an assessment of this application against Part 2 would not necessarily add anything to the 
evaluative exercise required. However, in case the NPDC disagree with this assessment, the 
application has been assessed against Part 2.  

 
5 Paragraph [74] RJ Davidson Family Trust v Marlborough District Council [2018] NZCA 316 
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The overriding purpose of the Act is to promote the sustainable management of natural and physical 
resources. In informing the decision of whether or not a proposal promotes sustainable management, 
Part 2 of the RMA is paramount and directs reference to the following specific matters:  

▪ Matters of National Importance (Section 6); 

▪ Other Matters (Section 7); and 

▪ Treaty of Waitangi (Section 8). 

It is commonly accepted that the approach to applying Section 5 involves an overall broad judgment 
of whether a proposal would promote the sustainable management of natural and physical 
resources. That assessment will require the taking into account of conflicting considerations, the 
scale or degree of them and their relevant significance or proportion. The purpose of the RMA is 
informed by the provisions of Part 2 generally. 

7.5.1 Section 6 

The following matters of national importance are relevant: 

(a) the preservation of the natural character of the coastal environment (including the coastal 
marine area), wetlands, and lakes and rivers and their margins, and the protection of them from 
inappropriate subdivision, use, and development; 

(e) the relationship of Maori and their culture and traditions with their ancestral lands, water, 
sites, waahi tapu, and other taonga: 

Assessment: The proposal provides for the protection and preservation of natural character 
associated with rivers and their margins. Tangata whenua have been engaged to provide for their 
cultural and traditional relationships. The proposal appropriately recognises and provides for Section 
6 matters of national importance.  

7.5.2 Section 7 

The following matters under Section 7 are relevant: 

(a) kaitiakitanga;  

(aa) the ethic of stewardship; 

(b) The efficient use and development of natural and physical resources; 

(c) The maintenance and enhancement of amenity values; and 

(f) Maintenance and enhancement of the quality of the environment. 

Assessment: The applicant has engaged with tangata whenua in recognition of their role as kaitiaki 
and has had particular regard to the ethic of stewardship, taking care in the management of the 
environment and engaging with tangata whenua in recognition of kaitiakitanga. The proposal is 
considered to be an efficient use of land on the periphery of the planned urban extent in New 
Plymouth to provide for the continuation of the NPPC sport and recreation activity already 
established on the site. Extensive mitigation measures are proposed to maintain and enhance 
amenity values and the quality of the surrounding environment. The proposal has given particular 
regard to Section 7 matters.  
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7.5.3 Section 8 

Section 8 of Part 2 of the RMA requires that the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi are taken into 
account. The proposal and the manner in which the applicant has engaged with tangata whenua is 
considered to be consistent with the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi. 

7.5.4 Part 2 Summary 

Overall, the proposal is considered to be consistent with Part 2 matters and will promote the 
sustainable management of natural and physical resources. 

7.6 Section 16  

Section 16 of the RMA imposes a duty to avoid unreasonable noise:  

(1) Every occupier of land (including any premises and any coastal marine area), and every 
person carrying out an activity in, on, or under a water body or the coastal marine area, shall 
adopt the best practicable option to ensure that the emission of noise from that land or water 
does not exceed a reasonable level. 

Assessment: The AENE identifies reasonable noise levels based on a review of assessment criteria 
for gunshot noise to recommend mitigation measures accordingly. In adopting the proposed 
mitigation measures the application adopts the best practicable option to ensure that the emission 
of noise does not exceed a reasonable level. The application has been prepared consistent with the 
Section 16 duty to avoid unreasonable noise.  

7.7 District Plan Objectives and Policies  

7.7.1 Proposed District Plan  

The following objectives and policies in the PDP are considered to be relevant to the application.  

Strategic Direction  

The proposal is considered to be consistent with relevant Strategic Direction objectives for the 
following summary reasons:  

▪ HC - Historic and Cultural: Works avoid impacts on sites and areas of significance to Māori 
and archaeological sites;  

▪ IE - Infrastructure and Energy: Reverse sensitivity effects are avoided;  

▪ NE – Natural Environment: Protection of natural environment features are integrated into the 
proposal with works in proximity to the unnamed tributary to be managed appropriately;  

▪ RE – Rural Environment: The site is not mapped as highly productive land and the activity 
will not constrain the ability for primary production and rural industry activities to operate in the 
surrounding area;  

▪ TW – Tangata Whenua: Engagement with tangata whenua recognises kaitiaki roles and 
provides for taiao relationships and associated contribution to the district’s identity and sense 
of belonging; and 

▪ UFD - Urban Form and Development: The activity is considered to be appropriately located 
at the periphery of the urban extent. With mitigation as proposed it is considered the activity 
will not unduly compromise the supply of industrial land or residential growth and 
development within the Future Urban Zone.   
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General Industrial Zone 

Objectives 

GIZ-O2 The role and function of the General Industrial Zone is not compromised by non-industrial or incompatible activities or built form. 

GIZ-O4 The General Industrial Zone provides a safe and functional working environment with a reasonable level of amenity. 

Policies 

GIZ-P3 Avoid activities that are incompatible with the role, function and planned character of the General Industrial Zone and activities that 

will result in: 

• the establishment of retail activities or business service activities in the General Industrial Zone that are more appropriately 

located in the Commercial and Mixed Use Zones;   

• adverse effects on industrial activities that cannot be avoided or appropriately remedied or mitigated, including reverse sensitivity 

effects or conflict with industrial activities; or 

• result in one or more incompatible activities clustering or locating near to each other or conflict between incompatible activities. 

  

Incompatible activities include: 

• retail activities (except food and beverage retail stores); 

• business service activities; 

• sensitive activities; 

• educational facilities (except trade and industry training facilities); 

• entertainment and hospitality activities; 

• medical and health services; 

• sport and recreation activities; and 

• subdivision that creates small allotments. 

GIZ-P4 Enable the role, function and level of amenity appropriate to the General Industrial Zone by controlling the effects of: 

• bulk, scale and location of structures; 

• outdoor storage; 

• proximity to waterbodies; 

• traffic and parking; 

• infrastructure and stormwater; and 

• noise and light. 

GIZ-P5 Require any effects generated by activities to be of a type, scale and level that is appropriate for the General Industrial Zone, 

including by: 

• ensuring built form is of a scale that is compatible with the role and function of the zone; 

• managing noise and light emissions to an acceptable level; and 

• controlling the size, location, design and type of signage. 

GIZ-P6 Require that activities maintain on-site and streetscape amenity by: 

• retaining, where practicable, existing trees, vegetation and established landscaping; 

• providing landscaping along road and site boundaries; 

• screening any outdoor storage; 

• providing riparian planting along waterbodies; and 

• minimising hard standing areas where appropriate. 

GIZ-P7 Ensure adequate permeable surfaces within sites to avoid or mitigate any potential adverse effects on water quality, stormwater 

quantity and amenity values. 

Assessment: The NPPC is considered to be compatible with the role and function of the General 
Industrial Zone in this location. The activity forms as part of the existing environment. The expansion 
of the activity to include existing club activities will not adversely affect the ability for future industrial 
activities to operate (noting the RSO certifies the NPPC range as a non-fall out range). Noise will be 
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managed to an acceptable level. On-site and streetscape amenity will be maintained. Adequate 
permeable surfaces will be retained.  

The proposal is not considered to be contrary to the above objectives and policies.  

Future Urban Zone 

Objectives 

FUZ-O4 Activities within and adjacent to the identified Future Urban Zones do not compromise the ability to develop the area for urban 

growth purposes. 

Policies 

FUZ-P2 Manage activities that may be potentially incompatible with the ability to comprehensively develop and use the Future Urban Zone 

for urban growth purposes and ensure it is appropriate for such activities to establish in the Future Urban Zone, having regard to whether: 

1. the activity will limit, restrict or constrain permitted or existing lawfully established activities or the ability to develop and use the 

Future Urban Zone for urban growth purposes;  

2. the purpose of the activity is compatible with or will support the needs of existing activities and future urban activities in the area 

the activity is located within; 

3. any potential conflict between activities can be appropriately managed as the area transitions to an urban area in the future; 

4. the activity will compromise the provision of connected transport networks that allow ease of movement within, to and from the 

Future Urban Zone;  

5. the activity will affect the ability to provide adequate, coordinated and integrated infrastructure to meet the immediate and future 

needs of the Future Urban Zone area that the activity is located within. 

 Potentially incompatible activities include:   

1. large lot rural subdivision; 

2. community facilities; 

3. camping grounds;  

4. educational facilities (except Kōhanga reo, cultural education and research facilities); and 

5. sport and recreation activities 

Assessment: The NPPC activity is able to be managed to mitigate noise so that it does not 
compromise the ability for future urban development on the opposite side of SH3. The proposal is 
not considered to be contrary to the above objective and policy.  

Noise 

Objectives 

NOISE-O1 Activities generate noise effects that are compatible with the role, function, and predominant or planned character of each zone. 

NOISE-O2 Activities do not generate noise effects which adversely affect amenity values, the health and wellbeing of people and 

communities or noise sensitive activities. 

Policies 

NOISE-P1 Maintain the predominant or planned character and amenity of each zone by controlling the types of activities and level of noise 

that is permitted in each zone. 

NOISE-P3 Ensure any noise effects generated by an activity are of a type, scale and level that are appropriate for the activity’s location 

having regard to: 

1. the frequency, intensity, duration and offensiveness of the noise being generated; 

2. whether the level of effects are compatible with the character and amenity of the location and adjacent activities; 

3. internalisation of effects to the extent practicable and minimisation of conflict at site boundaries; 

4. any impact on the health and well-being of the surrounding community, including sleep disturbance; 
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5. the adoption/implementation of best practicable options to minimise the adverse effects; 

6. any positive effects associated with the activity; and 

7. the ability to avoid conflict with existing sensitive activities. 

Assessment: The activity is considered to be compatible with the role, function, and predominant 
or planned character in this location at the interface of industrial, rural and future urban zones noting 
that the activity (in part) forms as part of the existing environment. Noise generated by the NPPC 
activity is able to be appropriately mitigated so that it does not adversely affect amenity values, the 
health and wellbeing of people and communities or noise sensitive activities. The proposal has been 
prepared consistent with NOISE-P3 direction to internalise effects to the extent practicable and to 
minimise conflict at site boundaries through the adoption/implementation of best practicable 
mitigation options. The proposal is not considered to be contrary to the above objectives and policies. 

Transport 

Objectives 

TRAN-O2 The transport network is safe, efficient and effective in moving people and goods within and beyond the district. 

TRAN-O3 Activities generate a type or level of traffic that is compatible with the local road transport network they obtain access to and from. 

TRAN-O4 The existing and future transport network is not compromised by incompatible activities which may result in reverse 

sensitivity effects or conflict. 

Policies 

TRAN-P2 Allow the following activities provided they maintain the safety, efficiency and effectiveness of the transport network: 

8. roads and vehicle access points;  

9. building activities and trees within the New Plymouth Airport Flight Path Surface 2 area;  

10. electric vehicle charging stations; and 

11. operation, maintenance and repair or construction of the transport network. 

TRAN-P3 Manage activities that occur on or in close proximity to the transport network, including: 

1. erection of structures on or adjacent to an indicative road transport network;  

2. erection of structures on or adjacent to a railway corridor; 

3. high trip generator activities;  

4. vehicle access points onto a state highway; and  

5. vehicle access points over a railway level crossing.  

TRAN-P12 Require that activities provide for the safe and efficient movement of vehicles on-site, onto and along the road transport 

network by:  

1. providing appropriately designed and located vehicle access points, on-site parking including bicycle parking, loading 

and standing spaces, driveways, manoeuvring space and queuing space to reduce disruption to traffic flow, driver 

distraction and road congestion; 

2. ensuring that the location, orientation, design and illumination of signs avoid road or footpath user obstruction, 

distraction or confusion; and 

3. providing stock truck effluent receiving facilities to avoid or minimise spillage onto roads. 

TRAN-P13 Ensure that activities do not constrain or compromise the safe and efficient operation of the road transport network by: 

1. minimising potential conflict between vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists;  

2. managing the width of vehicle access points so that on-street parking is not reduced; and 

3. managing adverse cumulative effects. 

TRAN-P15 Encourage car parks that provide for general public or staff use to be designed to provide clearly marked, connected, convenient, 

safe, accessible pedestrian pathways, with provision for shelter where possible. 
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TRAN-P16 Ensure the type and level of traffic using the road transport network is appropriate by: 

1. minimising the ability for heavy vehicles to directly access and utilise local roads; 

2. requiring high traffic generating activities to locate on state highway, arterial and collector roads; or 

3. avoiding, remedying or mitigating adverse amenity, character, safety and cumulative effects. 

TRAN-P18 Require activities that generate vehicle trips associated with construction to minimise any adverse traffic effects having regard to: 

1. the types of vehicles serving the site, their frequency, the time of vehicle movement and anticipated traffic generation; 

2. the duration of the traffic generation and the extent to which it creates adverse amenity effects or sleep disturbances 

for surrounding sensitive activities; 

3. the capacity of the site and adjoining roads to accommodate parking for workers associated with the construction 

work;  

4. any potential adverse effects on the safety and efficiency of the transport network; or 

5. the outcomes or recommendations of a Construction Traffic Management Plan undertaken by a suitably qualified 

traffic specialist. 

Assessment: For reasons set out in Section 4.6, the retention of the existing access and parking 
areas on site is considered to be acceptable to maintain transport safety and efficiency. The level of 
traffic generation is compatible with the SH network. The activity does not create the potential for 
reverse sensitivity effects or conflict and will not compromise planned future safety improvements.   

The proposal is considered to be consistent with the above objectives and policies. 

Earthworks  

Objectives 

EW-01 Earthworks and associated retaining structures necessary for the construction, maintenance or operation of activities are enabled, 

provided that adverse environmental effects are avoided, remedied or mitigated. 

Policies 

EW-P3 Ensure earthworks are undertaken in a way that avoids or appropriately remedies or mitigates adverse effects on cultural, spiritual 

or historical values of importance to tangata whenua, by: 

1. having regard to: 

a. the extent to which the earthworks or land disturbance may compromise the particular cultural, spiritual or 

historical values of importance to tangata whenua associated with the site and, if so, the outcomes of any 

consultation with tangata whenua, including any expert cultural advice provided with respect to:  

i. opportunities to incorporate mātauranga Māori into the overall scale, form and extent of 

the earthworks or land disturbance; 

ii. opportunities for tangata whenua’s relationship with ancestral lands, water, sites, wāhi tapu and 

other taonga to be maintained or strengthened;  
iii. options to avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects; and 

b. the outcomes of any consultation with Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga. 

2. in all cases, requiring appropriate steps to be followed in the event that sensitive material is discovered 

during earthworks and land disturbance. 

EW-P4 Ensure that earthworks are of a type, scale and form that is appropriate for the location having regard to the effects of the activity, 

and: 

1. the impact on existing natural landforms and features and indigenous vegetation; 

2. changes in natural landform that will lead to instability, erosion and scarring; 

3. impacts on natural drainage patterns and secondary flow paths; 
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4. compatibility of the earthworks and the design and materials for any retaining structures with the visual amenity and 

character of the surrounding area;  

5. the extent to which the activity mitigates any adverse visual effects associated with any exposed cut faces or 

retaining structures, including through screening, landscaping and planting; and 

6. the impact of the movement of dust and sediment beyond the area of development. 

EW-P5 Require earthworks and any retaining structures associated with future land development or subdivision to be designed, located, 

managed and undertaken in a coordinated and integrated manner, including by: 

1. managing large-scale earthworks associated with subdivision, including for the purpose of site development and 

creating roads or access to and within the subdivision; and 

2. considering the appropriateness of earthworks in conjunction with site design and layout of future subdivision and 

development of land, particularly for future infill or greenfield subdivision. 

EW-P6 Ensure that earthworks and any associated structures are designed as far as practicable to reflect natural landforms, and where 

appropriate, landscaped to reduce and soften their visual impact having regard to the character and visual amenity of the 

surrounding area. 

Assessment: Environmental effects associated with earthwork activity will be appropriately avoided, 
remedied or mitigated. Earthworks in close proximity to recorded extents for sites of significance to 
Māori will be avoided. Earthwork activity will be undertaken in accordance with discovery protocol 
requirements. Earthwork activity will be appropriately designed and managed to ensure that 
earthworks are of a type, scale and form that is appropriate.  

The proposal is considered to be consistent with the above objectives and policies.  

Contaminated Land  

Objectives 

CL-01 The risks to human health from contaminated land are avoided, remedied or mitigated. 

Policies 

CL-P1 Identify sites that are known to contain contaminated soil as a result of land uses and activities, including current and historical 

land use and activities. 

CL-P2 Ensure that contaminated land or potentially contaminated land is suitable for the intended use by requiring investigation, 

remediation or management where necessary at the time of land use change, subdivision or re-development so as to minimise 

the risk to human health from the contamination. 

Assessment: A PSI is to be prepared consistent with industry standards. The activity is able to be 
managed so as to minimise the risk to human health from contamination.  

The proposal is considered to be consistent with the above objective and policies. 

Waterbodies 

Objectives 

WB-01 The adverse effects of activities on the values of waterbodies are avoided, remedied or mitigated. 

WB-O4 The relationship of tangata whenua and their culture and traditions associated with waterbodies are recognised and provided for. 

Policies 

WB-P3 Require that activities proposing to locate on sites adjoining a natural waterbody, demonstrate that the activity is located 

appropriately having regard to:  
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1. the particular natural character, ecological, recreational, cultural, spiritual, heritage or amenity values of the natural 

waterbody and the extent to which the values of the natural waterbody may be adversely affected by the activity; 

2. the purpose of the activity and whether it has a functional need and operational need to be located adjoining a natural 

waterbody; 

3. the ability to effectively restore and rehabilitate the natural waterbody or off-set adverse effects; 

4. for natural waterbodies which have cultural, spiritual or historic values of importance to tangata whenua, the outcomes 

of any consultation with tangata whenua, including any expert cultural advice provided with respect to mitigation 

measures; and 

5. whether the activity would create new or exacerbate existing natural hazards, including flooding or stream bank erosion. 

WB-P7 Consider the incorporation of mātauranga Māori into the design, development and operation of activities on sites adjoining 

waterbodies which have cultural, spiritual or historic values of importance to tangata whenua and provide opportunities for tangata 

whenua to exercise their customary responsibilities in respect of waterbodies. 

Assessment: Activity in proximity to the unnamed tributary is able to be appropriately managed. 
Landscaping will be re-established following completion of works. The applicant has initiated 
consultation with tangata whenua with respect to waterbody values.  

The proposal is considered to be consistent with the above objectives and policies. 

Entrance Corridor 

Objectives 

ECOR-01 The main roads leading to and from the urban areas of New Plymouth, Waitara and Inglewood, and to and from the New Plymouth 

Airport are visually attractive, and provide a welcoming, pleasant arrival experience. 

Policies 

ECOR-P4 Maintain and enhance the visual amenity, attractiveness and the quality of the arrival experience of entrance corridors by 

controlling: 

1. the location of structures; 

2. network utilities; 

3. outdoor storage; 

4. signage; and 

5. planting and screening. 

ECOR-P5 Ensure activities within or on sites adjoining entrance corridors maintain the visual amenity, attractiveness and the quality of the 

arrival experience of entrance corridors having regard to: 

1. the location, form, bulk, scale and orientation of structures on the site, including whether structures are sufficiently set 

back from boundaries; 

2. whether structures complement and integrate with the surrounding topography and landscape; 

3. the type, scale, location, design and direction of signage and its visibility within the entrance corridor; 

4. the maintenance or enhancement of views of notable/landmark built features and natural features, including Mount 

Taranaki; 

5. the cultural (including tangata whenua) values of the entrance corridor, where relevant and whether these will be 

compromised; 

6. the functional needs and operational needs of network utilities; 

7. whether visually prominent trees, planting or landscaping that contribute to the amenity of the area will be retained; and 

8. the extent to which planting and landscaping mitigates adverse effects on visual amenity and the quality of the arrival 

experience along the entrance corridor. 
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ECOR-P6 Encourage landowners of sites adjoining entrance corridors to carry out planting and ongoing maintenance of planting to ensure 

a cohesive planted edge in accordance with: 

1. the Council's District Tree Policy, using tree species that will not impact on safety or damage state highway 

infrastructure; 

2. any relevant Council guidelines and technical advice for planting; maintenance and care of the land; or 

3. covenants/agreements that retain and safeguard mature trees or planting.. 

Assessment: Existing road boundary landscaping will be retained. Proposed buildings and 
structures will not unduly impact visual amenity. The proposal will not detract from the New Plymouth 
arrival experience.  

The proposal is considered to be consistent with the above objective and policies.    

7.7.2 Operative District Plan  

The proposal is assessed as a permitted activity under the ODP in relation to equivalent PDP 
provisions under appeal. Accordingly the proposal is considered to be consistent with relevant ODP 
objectives and policies. 

7.7.3 Summary – District Plan Objectives and Policies 

Overall, it is considered that the proposed activity will not be contrary to the relevant objectives and 
policies of the PDP and will be consistent with any relevant ODP objectives and policies.    

7.8 Regional Policy Statement for Taranaki 

The Regional Policy Statement (RPS) for Taranaki sets the framework for resource management 
policies including policies relating to the natural physical resources of Taranaki. The purpose of the 
document is to “promote the sustainable management of natural and physical resources in the 
Taranaki Region by providing an overview of resource management issues… and identifying policies 
and methods to achieve integrated management of natural and physical resources in the region” 
(Taranaki Regional Council, 2010).  

The RPS seeks to promote sustainable development whilst improving the quality of life by improving 
better social, environmental and economic outcomes. Objectives and policies within the Natural 
Features and Landscapes, Historic Heritage and Amenity Value chapter (Chapter 10) seek to protect 
natural features and landscapes, historic heritage and amenity values from inappropriate 
subdivision, use and where appropriate enhance those values. In particular, AMY Policy 1 seeks to 
provide for a safe and pleasant living environment free of nuisance arising from excessive noise.  

The proposed works and the manner in which the application has been prepared are considered to 
be consistent with the objective and policy framework. The proposal appropriately mitigates the 
potential for nuisance effects arising from excessive noise. Overall, the proposal is considered to be 
consistent with the intent of the RPS. 

7.9 National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management  

The NPS-FM came into force on 3 September 2020. It seeks to ensure that natural and physical 
resources are managed in a way that prioritises firstly the health and wellbeing of waterbodies and 
their ecosystems, secondly the health needs of people, and thirdly the ability of people and 
communities to provide for their social, cultural and economic wellbeing now and in the future.  
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Policies relevant to this application generally seek to manage freshwater in a way that gives effect 
to Te Mana O Te Wai, provide for Māori freshwater values, avoid losses of river values, protect 
habitats, and provide for community wellbeing in a way consistent with the NPS FM. 

The proposal is considered to mitigate effects on waterbodies through appropriate management of 
earthwork activity within proximity to the unnamed tributary. Overall, the proposal is considered to 
be consistent with the objective and policies of the NPS-FM. 

7.10 Other Matters  

7.10.1 Te Atiawa Iwi Environmental Management Plan  

Tai Whenua, Tai Tangata, Tai Ao identifies issues, objectives and policies aligned with Te Atiawa 
aspirations regarding the use of environmental and cultural resources of significance to Te Atiawa. 

The general objectives and supporting policies in Section 6.2 Te Tai Awhi-Nuku – Inland and Coastal 
Whenua are considered to set out over-arching direction relevant to the proposal as follows:  

▪ General (Gen) Ob. TTAN1.1: Protect and enhance native vegetation, species and 
environments such as rivers, streams, tributaries and wetlands. 

▪ Gen. Ob. TTAN1.2: Protection of wāhi tapu/wāhi taonga, urupā and sites of significance to 
Māori, from damage, modification, desecration, destruction and loss of access. 

▪ Gen. Ob. TTAN1.3: Protect the mauri of our ancestral lands and wāhi tapu/wāhi taonga, urupā 
and sites of significance to Māori. 

The proposal avoids activity in close proximity to sites of significance to Māori and will suitably 
manage earthwork activity in proximity to the tributary. Overall, the proposal is considered to be 
consistent with the relevant objectives and policies of Tai Whenua, Tai Tangata, Tai Ao. 

7.10.2 Precedent  

A consent authority must be consistent in their interpretation of the provisions of the RMA. However, 
a consent authority is not formally bound by a previous resource consent decision as it is unlikely 
that two resource consent applications will ever be the same; although one may be similar to another. 
Each resource consent application must therefore be considered on a case by case basis and on its 
own merits. The most that can be said is that the granting of one consent may well have an influence 
on how another application should be dealt with. The extent of that influence will obviously depend 
on the extent of the similarities. 

In this instance, the proposal is considered to be unique. The NPPC activity is already established 
on site (both in terms of the existing environment and physical footprint). The site is uniquely located 
at the interface of the General Industrial Zone, Rural Production Zone and Future Urban Zone with 
a number of planning map overlays applicable to include SH3 as a limited access road.  

The proposal could not be replicated and expect the exact same outcomes as any assessment 
undertaken on this subject application. Other proposals would equally be assessed on their merits 
and need to demonstrate an acceptable level of effects or an outcome that is not contrary to the 
relevant objective and policy framework. Granting of this resource consent will not set a precedent 
and in turn will not undermine the integrity of the PDP objectives, policies and rules. 
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8 CONCLUSION 

This report provides an assessment of NPPC’s application to seek land use resource consent for 
the continued operation of the NPPC on the site at 1206 Devon Road, Bell Block (legally described 
as: Lot 1 DP 19854). Resource consent is sought in part on a retrospective basis. 

An assessment of the proposal has been made against Sections 16, 104, 104B, 104D and Part 2 of 
the RMA and against the relevant objectives and policies of the ODP, PDP, RPS, NPS-FM and 
IEMP.  

The application has been prepared consistent with the Section 16 duty to avoid unreasonable noise. 
Any adverse effects on the environment resulting from the proposal are considered to be 
appropriately avoided, remedied or mitigated. Any residual adverse effects would be no more than 
minor. The proposal is considered to be consistent with the objectives and policies of the ODP, PDP 
and RPS. The application has been assessed against Part 2 of the RMA and it is considered that it 
will promote the sustainable management of natural and physical resources. 

No persons in the surrounding area are considered to be adversely affected by the proposal. There 
is no mandatory requirement to notify the application and it is considered there are no special 
circumstances that would warrant notification. Therefore, it is considered the application can be 
processed on a non-notified basis. 
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APPENDIX A APPLICATION FORMS  
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© New Plymouth District Council 2022 APP-001-F, Feb 2022, V9, Page 1 of 2

1. Property details

4. Description of project

2. Property owner details

3. Payer details

 1a.   Site address
(Specify unit/level number, 
location of building within 
site/block number, building 
name and street name)

4a.   Detailed description 
of the development/ 
project

 2c.   Contact person
(if different from above)

 2d.   Postal address
(include postcode)

 3c.   Postal address

 1b.   Current lawfully  
established use

 1c.   Legal description

 1d.   Rapid number

2a.   Owner name

2f.   Email

3b.   Name in full

2e.   Contact details

Phone Mobile Fax

3a.   Required for invoice Applicant 
- proceed to 4

Owner 
- proceed to 4

4b.   Will business activities take place when building is completed? Yes No

Other 
- provide details below

First name(s) Surname

2b.   Name of additional 
owner(s)/company/trust

Application cover page
(required with all other forms)

FORM

Incorporates requirements of Form 2, sections 33 or 45, 
Building Act 2004

1206 Devon Road, Bell Block 

Wider site is also referenced as 228 De Havilland Drive

Pistol club 

Lot 1 DP 19854

Te Atiawa Iwi  Holdings Ltd Partnership

-

Available on request

New Plymouth Pistol Club Inc

treasurer@newplymouthpistolclub.org.nz

Continued operation of the New Plymouth Pistol Club on the site at 1206 Devon 

Road - see section 3 in the AEE
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Application 
attached

Have applied already
(write the application          

number if known)

Information 

provided

OFFICE USE ONLY5. NPDC applications for this project

 5a.   Common applications

Alcohol licensing ......................................

Discharge of trade waste consent ............. 

 5b.   Non-residential applications

Health Act registration ...............................
(Hairdressing, camping ground,  
funeral parlour, offensive trade)

Beauty registration ....................................

Food premises registration .......................

Rapid number request ...............................

Existing street damage declaration  ...........

 5d.   Other project requirements

Contractors parking space reservation ...... 

Swimming pool registration .......................

Temporary obstruction on road reserve ......

 5c.   Other project authorisations

Temporary road closure ............................

Easements through NPDC-owned  
reserve land  .............................................

Land use resource consent .......................

Encroachment licence ...............................

Vehicle crossing .........................................

Building consent ........................................

Project information memorandum ............

Deemed permitted boundary  
activity notice.............................................

Water connection/disconnection ...............

Stormwater connection/disconnection ......

Sewer connection/disconnection ..............

Subdivision resource consent ....................

Version: 1, Version Date: 02/08/2024
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© New Plymouth District Council 2022 APP-PL-401-F, March 22, V14, Page 1 of 2

Application for a land use 
resource consent or 

fast-track resource consent

1. Applicant details

3. Fast-track application details

This form must be submitted with a completed application cover page form.

1a.   I am the Property owner Lessee Agent authorised by 
owner/lessee

Electronic service     
address - this must be 
provided for fast-track 
consent applications                                   

1c.   

Telephone 

Mobile Landline

1d.   

4. Description of proposed activity

Description of activity4a.   

Description of the site at 
which activity is to occur

4b.   

Description of any other 
activities that are part of 
the proposal

4c.   

FORM 9

Section 87AAC & 88, Resource Management Act 1991

Full name1b.   

Postal address or         
alternative method of 
service under Section 
352 of RMA 1991

1e.   

2. Property owner details

Under the fast-track resource consent process the Council must give notice of the decision within 10 working 
days after the date the application was first lodged, unless the applicant opts out of the process at the time of 
lodgement. A fast-track application may cease to be a fast-track application under Section 87AAC(2) of the RMA. 

SurnameFirst name(s)

Provide details below for the property owner if different to 1. above

Full name2a.   

SurnameFirst name(s)

Telephone

Mobile Landline

2c.   

Is this a fast-track controlled land use application?3a.   

3b.   If yes, please indicate whether you opt out or do not 
opt out of the fast-track resource consent process

I opt out I do not opt out

Yes No (proceed to 4.)

Details of additional 
resource consents 
required for this 
activity

4d.   No additional resource consents are required.

Additional resource consents are required.
Please provide details of the resource consents required, and whether 
these have been lodged.

Electronic service     
address                                  

2b.   

OFFICE USE ONLY

Date
Amount paid

Date received

Received by

Time received

Receipt #

Application #

Property ID

Document #

Land ID

$

Signature

Planner’s Pre-check

New Plymouth Pistol Club Inc

C/- BTW Company; aaron.edwards@btw.nz

027 552 1561 06 759 5040

C/- BTW Company, PO Box 551, New Plymouth 4340

Te Atiawa Iwi Holdings Limited Partnership

Available on request

Continued operation of the New Plymouth Pistol Club (NPPC) on the site at 1206 

Devon Road, Bell Block 

General Industrial Zone - see section 2 in the AEE

N/A

Version: 1, Version Date: 02/08/2024
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5. Information included in application

Floor plan. 

Site plan. Your site plan must show the following items:

• Scale and north orientation.

• Existing and proposed buildings.

• Building dimensions and distances to boundaries.

• Trees, fences, landscaping, screening and contours.

• Car parking, loading facilities and access points.

• Signs.

Elevation plan. Your plan must show the groundlines and the view of your site, from the ground up, from all 

boundaries. 

Written approvals from affected parties.  Contact the Council if you are unsure of who the potentially 
affected parties might be.  

Application fee. Refer to the land use consents fees and charges schedule.   

District Plan rule(s)  
not being met

4e.   

Proposed start date4f.   

4. Description of proposed activity - continued

I confirm that I have assessed my proposed activity against the relevant matters of the RMA:

Part 2 Purpose and Principles.

Section 104 Consideration of Applications.

Schedule 4, including an Assessment of Environmental Effects (AEE). 

7. Privacy statement

The Privacy Act 2020 applies to the personal information provided in this application. For the purposes of 
processing this application the Council may disclose that personal information to another party. If you want to 
have access to, or request correction of, that personal information, please contact the Council. 

8. Applicant’s declaration and privacy waiver

By signing this application, or by submitting this application electronically, I confirm that I am authorised to make 
such an application, that the information contained in this application is true and correct and that I have read, 
understood and agree to such terms and conditions applying to this application. I acknowledge and agree to the 
disclosure of my personal information in respect of this application.

Signature Date

SurnameFirst name(s)

A signature is not required if this application is submitted electronically.

If signing on behalf of a trust or company, please provide additional written evidence that you have signing 
authority. 

I have attached this assessment and all other required information as listed below:  

6. Post-approval contact details for monitoring purposes

6b.  Electronic service     
address   

Telephone6c.   

Full name6a.   

SurnameFirst name(s)

Mobile Landline

PDP: GIZ-R15; GIZ-R17; WB-R4; EW-R3; EW-R10; TRAN-R1; TRAN-R10; 

ECOR-R6; ECOR-R7

From date of grant

Jonathan Marshall

treasurer@newplymouthpistolclub.org.nz

021814699

Aaron Edwards

01/08/2024

Version: 1, Version Date: 02/08/2024
Document Set ID: 9312642



New Plymouth Pistol Club Inc, 1206 Devon Road, Bell Block  230984 

 

  

50 02/08/2024 
 

APPENDIX B DISTRICT PLAN RULE ASSESSMENT  

Table B 1:   Proposed District Plan Rule Assessment  

Rule Rule Parameter Assessment  

GIZ - General Industrial Zone  

GIZ-R15 Sport and recreation activities   Non-complying: The NPPC meets the definition of a 

sport and recreation activity. The proposal involves an 

expansion of the activity when compared to the 

existing environment. Resource consent is therefore 

required as a non-complying activity.  

GIZ-R17 Building activities (including relocation of a building) 

Activity status: PER 

Where: 

1. the building activity is associated with a building used for or to be 

used for a permitted activity; and 

2. all General Industrial Zone Effects Standards are complied with 

Restricted Discretionary: Building activity will meet 

the General Industrial Zone Effects Standards (see 

assessment below) however the building activity is 

not associated with a permitted activity.  

GIZ-S1 Maximum Structure Height 

Buildings: 12m above ground level 

All other structures: 15m above ground level 

Complies: New buildings will not exceed 12m in 

height.  

GIZ-S2 Height in relation to boundary 

No part of any building shall project beyond the height to boundary 

plane from points 3m above a site boundary where that boundary 

adjoins a site in the following zones: Rural Zones 

Complies: New buildings will not project beyond the 

height to boundary plane relative to the adjoining 

Rural Zone boundary to the east.  

GIZ-S3 Minimum building and structure setbacks from a boundary:  

From a road boundary: 5m  

From the Rural Zone boundary: 8m 

Complies: New buildings and structures (to include 

acoustic walls/fencing) will comply with the minimum 

setback requirements from boundaries.  

  

GIZ-S4 Landscaping requirements on a road boundary 

For all structures, carparking areas or yard areas that are visible from 

an adjoining road, the road boundary must be screened from the road 

with landscaping and planting that will, within two years after planting, 

reach a minimum height of 1m and, with the exception of vehicle 

crossings, be a minimum depth of 2m from the road boundary. 

Complies: Existing planting is assessed as compliant 

with this standard aside from the road boundary east 

of the vehicle crossing. Planting can be established to 

comply.  

 

GIZ-S6 Landscaping or fencing requirements on a side boundary 

The side boundary of a site that adjoins a site zoned as Rural must: 

1. be planted or landscaped with planting that will, within two years 

of planting, reach a minimum height of 2m and a minimum depth 

of at least 2m from the side boundary; or 

2. be fenced with a solid, close-boarded enclosed fence made with 

a minimum height of 1.2m above ground level and a maximum 

height of 2m above ground level. 

Complies: Existing planting is assessed as compliant 

with this standard along the adjoining eastern 

boundary. New planting can be established on the 

Range 1 bund to comply.  

GIZ-S7 Outdoor storage screening requirements  

Any outdoor storage area visible from an adjoining property or road 

must be screened from the property or road by: 

1. planting or landscaping that will, within two years of planting, 

reach a minimum height of 2m and a minimum depth of at least 

2m from the site boundary; or 

Complies: All outdoor storage areas are screened 

from view from neighbours and the road.   
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Rule Rule Parameter Assessment  

2. a solid, close-boarded enclosed fence made with a minimum 

height of 1.2m above ground level and a maximum height of 

2m above ground level. 

GIZ-S8 Minimum permeable surface area  

At least 20% of the site shall be planted in grass, vegetation or 

landscaped with permeable materials. 

Complies: The majority of the site consists of 

permeable surfaces.  

WB - Waterbodies  

WB-R1 

 

WB-R2 

 

WB-R3 

Erection of a building on a site containing or adjoining a natural 

waterbody: 

Relocation of a building onto a site containing or adjoining a 

natural waterbody 

Addition to a building on a site containing or adjoining a natural 

waterbody 

1. the building is set back at least 10m from the natural waterbody. 

Permitted: No buildings are proposed within 10m of 

the unnamed tributary running along the eastern 

boundary of the site.   

WB-R4 

(under 

appeal) 

Earthworks on a site containing or adjoining a natural waterbody: 

1. the earthworks are set back at least 10m from any the natural 

waterbody. 

Restricted Discretionary: Earthworks will be 

undertaken within 10m of the bank of the unnamed 

tributary associated with the extension and height 

increase for the Range 1 bund.  

EW – Earthworks  

EW-R3 Earthworks for sport and recreation activities 

Permitted where:  

1. all Earthworks Effects Standards are complied with. 

Restricted Discretionary: Earthwork activity 

associated with the Range 1 berm extension will not 

comply with the fill height standard under EW-S2.   

EW-R10 Earthworks for building activities  

(1) Permitted where:  

1. the building activity is authorised by a building consent;  

2. the earthworks are not for the purpose of constructing a 

driveway, right of way or accessway;  

3. the total earthworks area does not exceed 150% of the 

area of the building activity; and 

4. EW-S2, EW-S3, EW-S4 and EW-S5 are complied with. 

(2) Permitted where:  

1. the building activity does not require a building consent; 
2. the earthworks are not for the purpose of constructing 

a driveway, right of way or accessway; 
3. the total earthworks area does not exceed 150% of the 

area of the building activity; and 

4. all Earthworks Effects Standards are complied with. 

Restricted Discretionary: Earthwork activity 

associated with building activity (for building activity 

requiring or not requiring building consent) will not 

comply with the fill height or cut depth standard 

under EW-S2.  

EW-R13(2) 

(under 

appeal)  

Earthworks not otherwise provided for in this table 

General Industrial Zone 

1. in any 12 month period, the total volume of earthworks 

does not exceed 1,000m³ per site; and 

2. all Earthworks Effects Standards are complied with. 

N/A: It is assumed in the first instance that earthwork 

activity is covered under EW-R3 and EW-R10.  

EW-S1 Instability of land 

Earthworks or land disturbance must not result in any instability of 

land or structures at or beyond the boundary of the site where the 

earthworks occur. 

Complies: Earthworks will be suitably designed and 

managed so as not to result in any instability of land 

at or beyond the property boundary. 

Version: 1, Version Date: 02/08/2024
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Rule Rule Parameter Assessment  

EW-S2 Maximum cut depth or fill height 

The cut depth or fill height (measured vertically) shall not exceed:  

1. outside the minimum building setback for the underlying 

zone:  1.5m; and 

2. inside the minimum building setback for the underlying 

zone: 0.5m. 

Does not comply: Earthwork activity will exceed the 

standard.  

Up to 4.21 m of fill activity will be required for the 

Range 1 bund formation (occurring both inside and 

outside of the minimum 8 m building setback).  

Up to 2.5 m of cut and fil activity will be required for 

the acoustic wall construction and the placement of 

the container between Range 5 and 6 (occurring 

outside of the minimum 8 m building setback). 

EW-S3 Site reinstatement 

As soon as it is practicable, but no later than six months from the 

commencement of earthworks or land disturbance: 

1. the earthworks area shall be stabilised, filled, recontoured 

and revegetated to achieve 80% ground cover in a manner 

consistent with the surrounding land; or 

2. sealed, paved, metalled or built over.   

Complies: Earthworks will be stabilised and achieve 

80% ground cover in a manner consistent with the 

surrounding land within 6 months of commencement.  

EW-S4 Control of Silt and Sediment  

For the duration of earthworks or land disturbance, measures must be 

implemented to prevent silt or sediment from entering the stormwater 

system, waterbodies, overland flow paths, or roads. The measures 

must be installed prior to the commencement of earthworks or land 

disturbance and maintained until the site of the earthworks or land 

disturbance has been reinstated in accordance with EW-S3. 

Complies: Silt and sediment control measures will 

be implemented for the duration of works to comply.  

EW-S5 Requirements for discovery of sensitive material during 

earthworks or land disturbance 

Complies: Discovery protocols will be followed 

under EW-S5 if sensitive material is found during site 

development.  

NOISE - Noise 

NOISE-R1 Emission of noise (not otherwise provided for in this chapter) 

Permitted where: 

1. all Noise Effects Standards are complied with. 

Permitted: Following implementation of proposed 

mitigation measures noise generated by shooting 

activity is expected to comply with maximum noise 

levels under NOISE-S1.  

NOISE-R2 Emission of noise from construction, maintenance and 

demolition activities 

Permitted where: 

1. the noise generated complies with NOISE-S2. 

Permitted: Construction activity will be managed to 

comply with NOISE-S2.  

NOISE-

S1(4) 

Maximum noise levels - zone specific 

(4) General Industrial Zone 

1. Noise generated by any activity shall not exceed the following 

noise limits at any point within any other site in the General 

Industry Zone: 

a. All times - 70 dB LAeq(15 min). 

b. All times - 80 dB LAmax. 

 

2. Noise generated by any activity shall not exceed the following 

noise limits at any point within the notional boundary of 

any noise sensitivity activity on any site in the Rural Production 

Zone and Future Urban Zone: 

a. 7am to 7pm – 55 dB LAeq(15 min). 

b. 7pm to 10pm – 50 dB LAeq (15 min). 

Complies: The Acoustic Report concludes that with 

mitigation as proposed, noise generated by the 

NPPC activity will comply with maximum noise levels 

under NOISE-S1.  
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Rule Rule Parameter Assessment  

c. 10pm to 7am – 45 dB LAeq (15 min). 

d. 10pm to 7am – 75 dB LAmax. 

NOISE-S2 

(under 

appeal) 

Maximum noise levels - activity specific 

1. Construction work: The noise from any construction, 

maintenance, and demolition activity must be measured, 

assessed, managed, and controlled in accordance with the 

requirements of NZS 6803:1999 Acoustics Construction Noise. t 

Complies: Construction activity will be managed to 

comply.  

TRAN - Transport 

TRAN-R1 Roads and vehicle access points  

1. the following are complied with: 

a. the standards set out in Council's Land Development and 

Subdivision Infrastructure Standard Local Amendments; 

and 

b. the vehicle access point dimensions required for fire 

appliances for developments in SNZ PAS 4509:2008 New 

Zealand Fire Service Firefighting Water Supplies Code of 

Practice where a fire appliance is not able to reach either a 

house or the source of a firefighting water supply from a 

public road; and 

2. all Transport Effects Standards are complied with. 

Restricted Discretionary: Not all transport effects 

standards will be complied with. See assessment 

below.  

TRAN-R9 High Trip Generator Activities 

Permitted where:  

1. For existing activities: 

a. no change or variation to an existing lawfully established 

activity listed in TRAN – Table 1. 

 

Threshold:  

Sport and recreation activities: Accommodating in excess of 200 

people at any one time. 

N/A: The NPPC does not accommodate more than 

200 people on site at any one time.  

TRAN-R10 Vehicle access points onto a state highway 

Activity status: RDIS 

Where: 

1. an activity requires a new vehicle access point or an alteration or 

increase in the use of an existing vehicle access point onto 

a state highway; 

2. traffic generation in relation to a site is less than 60 vehicle 

movements per day; and 

3. all Transport Effects Standards are complied with. 

Discretionary: The proposal results in an increase 

in the use of the existing access point when 

compared to the existing environment. Traffic 

generation may exceed 60 vehicles movements per 

day.   

TRAN-S1  Design standards for vehicle access points onto a state highway 

that is not a limited access road 

Minimum sight distance: 300 m 

Minimum distance of vehicle access point relative to intersections: 200 

m 

Minimum spacing between vehicle access points on same or opposite 

frontages: 200 m 

N/A: The vehicle access point is onto a state 

highway that is a limited access road.   

TRAN-S2 Design standards for vehicle access points onto a local road, 

collector road or arterial road 

N/A: The vehicle access point is onto a state 

highway.   

Version: 1, Version Date: 02/08/2024
Document Set ID: 9312642

https://districtplan.npdc.govt.nz/eplan/rules/0/21/0/0/0/150
https://districtplan.npdc.govt.nz/eplan/rules/0/21/0/0/0/150
https://districtplan.npdc.govt.nz/eplan/rules/0/21/0/0/0/150
https://districtplan.npdc.govt.nz/eplan/rules/0/21/0/0/0/150
https://districtplan.npdc.govt.nz/eplan/rules/0/21/0/0/0/150
https://districtplan.npdc.govt.nz/eplan/rules/0/21/0/0/0/150
https://districtplan.npdc.govt.nz/eplan/rules/0/21/0/0/0/150
https://districtplan.npdc.govt.nz/eplan/rules/0/21/0/0/0/crossrefhref#Rules/0/21/1/3738/0


New Plymouth Pistol Club Inc, 1206 Devon Road, Bell Block  230984 

 

  

54 02/08/2024 
 

Rule Rule Parameter Assessment  

TRAN-S3 Vehicle access points  

All new vehicle access points must comply with the standards set out 

in section 3 of Council's Land Development and Subdivision 

Infrastructure Standard Local Amendments. 

N/A: The vehicle access point is existing.   

TRAN-S4 Minimum distance between vehicle access points and transport 

corridor intersections 

N/A: The vehicle access point is onto a state 

highway. The vehicle access point would comply 

regardless.   

TRAN-S5 Maximum width of vehicle access points 

9m 

Does not comply: The existing access point is 

approximately 10.8m in width.  

TRAN-S7  

 

Minimum number of on-site vehicle parking spaces for people  

with disabilities 

 

Does not comply: No dedicated vehicle parking 

spaces for people with disabilities are provided.  

TRAN-S8 

 

Minimum number of on-site bicycle parking spaces 

 

Does not comply: No dedicated on-site bicycle 

parking spaces are provided. 

TRAN-S10 

 

Requirements for on-site vehicle parking spaces - dimensions 

 

N/A: No marked parking spaces are proposed.  

TRAN-S11 

 

Minimum vehicle parking space and manoeuvring dimensions 

 

N/A: No marked parking spaces are proposed. 

TRAN-S12 

 

Requirements for on-site vehicle parking spaces - construction  

and formation 

General Industrial Zone 

1. For sites with four or more on-site vehicle parking spaces, where 

the site is not adjacent to a residential zone: 

a. the area must be formed, to an all weather standard; and 

b. the gradient of the parking area must be a maximum of 

1:20; and 

c. the area over which vehicles obtain access to the parking 

area must be sealed from the vehicle access point for 5m 

into the site. 

 

 

Does not comply: Although there are no marked 

parking spaces, the activity provides parking for four 

or more vehicles. This standard is conservatively 

assessed as applicable. 

The existing parking area is not formed to an all 

weather standard, meaning a pavement that is 

useable by motor vehicles under all weather 

conditions. The parking area is in gravel and not 

pavement.  

The existing parking area complies with gradient 

requirements.   

A minimum 5m seal between the access and parking 

area is provided (approximately 13 m).   

TRAN-S13 

 

Requirements for on-site vehicle parking spaces - people with 

disabilities 

 

N/A: No parking spaces for people with disabilities 

are proposed.  

TRAN-S14 Requirements for on-site bicycle parking spaces N/A: No bicycle parking spaces are proposed. 

TRAN-S15 Minimum number of on-site loading and standing spaces 

1. One loading space must be provided per site; and 

2. Where more than one service vehicle or bus will be on-site at 

any one time, one standing space must be provided per site for 

every service vehicle or bus on-site in addition to the loading 

space. 

N/A: The activity does not generate any service 

vehicle or bus movements.   

Version: 1, Version Date: 02/08/2024
Document Set ID: 9312642

https://districtplan.npdc.govt.nz/eplan/rules/0/21/0/0/0/150
https://districtplan.npdc.govt.nz/eplan/rules/0/21/0/0/0/150
https://districtplan.npdc.govt.nz/eplan/rules/0/21/0/0/0/150
https://districtplan.npdc.govt.nz/eplan/rules/0/21/0/0/0/150
https://districtplan.npdc.govt.nz/eplan/rules/0/21/0/0/0/150
https://districtplan.npdc.govt.nz/eplan/rules/0/21/0/0/0/150
https://districtplan.npdc.govt.nz/eplan/rules/0/21/0/0/0/150


New Plymouth Pistol Club Inc, 1206 Devon Road, Bell Block  230984 

 

  

55 02/08/2024 
 

Rule Rule Parameter Assessment  

TRAN-S16 

(under 

appeal) 

Requirements for on-site loading and standing spaces - design N/A: No loading or standing spaces are proposed.   

TRAN-S17 

(under 

appeal) 

Requirements for on-site loading and standing spaces – 

construction and formation  

N/A: No loading or standing spaces are proposed.   

TRAN-S18 Requirements for driveways - design 

1. Every parking, loading and standing space must have driveways 

and aisles for entry and exit of vehicles to and from the road, 

and for vehicle manoeuvring within the site. 

2. Access and manoeuvring areas must accommodate the 85th 

percentile car tracking curves in TRAN - Figure 7 in TRAN-S10. 

3. The required driveway must not include any space used for on-

site parking, loading or standing space, or vehicle access point; 

4. Where an activity or subdivision involves the creation of a 

vehicle access point, the formation of the vehicle access point 

must be compliant with TRAN-S4. 

Complies: The existing driveway is assessed as 

compliant.  

TRAN-S19 Requirements for driveways- construction and formation  

All driveways must comply with the following standards: 

1. Minimum width of the driveway: 3.5m; and 

2. Maximum gradient of the driveway: 1:5; and 

3. A passing bay(s) must be provided in compliance with Council's 

Land Development and Subdivision Infrastructure Standard 

Local Amendments where the driveway length is 50m or longer 

and is spaced at no more than 50m intervals; and 

4. A turning area(s) must be provided in compliance with TRAN-

S22 where the driveway length is 50m or longer. 

Complies: The existing driveway is assessed as 

compliant. No passing bay or turning area is required 

as the driveway is less than 50 m in length.  

TRAN-S21 Requirements for on-site manoeuvring space – provision 

On-site manoeuvring spaces must be provided where: 

1. a single vehicle access point serves four or more required 

parking spaces; 

2. access to a site is obtained from a state highway, arterial 

road or collector road; or 

3. a site has two tandem parking spaces which comply with TRAN-

S13. 

Complies: On-site manoeuvring space is available.   

TRAN-S22 Requirements for on-site manoeuvring space - design Complies: On-site manoeuvring space is available. 

TRAN-S23 Requirements for on-site queuing space - provision and design 

On-site queuing space must be provided when six or more, but 30 or 

less, parking, loading or standing spaces combined are provided on-

site. 

On-site queuing lengths, measured from the commencement of 

the driveway at the site boundary, must comply with the following: 

1. 6m into the site if the largest vehicle to visit the site is a car; or 

2. 8m into the site if the largest vehicle to visit the site is a 

medium service vehicle; or 

Complies: On-site queuing space in excess of 13 m 

is provided.  
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3. when the largest vehicle to service the site is greater than a 

medium service vehicle, then this vehicle must be able to be 

accommodated within the site. 

ECOR – Entrance Corridors 

ECOR-R6 

(under 

appeal) 

Building activities (excluding demolition or removal of a 

structure) on sites adjoining an entrance corridor 

Permitted where:  

1. all Entrance Corridor Effects Standards are complied with. 

 

Restricted Discretionary: New building activity 

does not comply with all ECOR effects standards. 

See assessment below.  

ECOR-R7 

(under 

appeal) 

Outdoor storage on sites adjoining an entrance corridor 

Permitted where:  

1. all Entrance Corridor Effects Standards are complied with. 

Restricted Discretionary: Outdoor storage areas 

will not comply with all ECOR effects standards. See 

assessment below..  

ECOR-S1 

(under 

appeal) 

Minimum setback from the road boundary for structures on sites 

adjoining an entrance corridor 

General Industrial Zone: 20m. 

Does not comply: The new two-storey building will 

be established in part within 20m of the road 

boundary (approximately 8.5m at the closest point). 

The existing fence within the 20m setback may be 

upgraded as part of noise mitigation measures to 

achieve a 3m high acoustic fence.   

ECOR-S2 

(under 

appeal) 

Minimum landscaped setback area on sites adjoining an 

entrance corridor 

At least 60% of the setback area specified in ECOR-S1 shall be 

landscaped with trees and shrubs, with or without grass. 

Does not comply: Less than 60% of the 20m 

setback area from the road boundary is landscaped 

with trees and shrubs. 

ECOR-S3 

(under 

appeal) 

Outdoor storage on sites adjoining an entrance corridor 

Outdoor storage: 

1. must not be located within the setback area specified in 

ECOR-S1; and 

2. must not be visible from an entrance corridor; or 

3. must be screened from the entrance corridor by planting 

and landscaping, or a combination of planting, landscaping 

and a wall or fence, provided that: 

a. the planting and landscaping must, within two years, 

reach a minimum height of 2m; and 

b. any wall or fence must be solid or close-boarded with 

a height of: 

i. Residential Zones: 1.2m - 1.4m above ground 

level;  

ii. All other zones: 1.2m - 2m above ground 

level. 

Complies: Any outdoor storage areas located within 

the 20m setback area will be screened.  

HH - Historic Heritage 

HH-R14 Land disturbance (excluding earthworks) within the extent of a 

scheduled archaeological site, or within 50m of the extent of a 

mapped archaeological site 

N/A: No land disturbance will occur within 50 m of 

the extent of AS:448.  

HH-R24 

 

 

 

 

 

Erection of a structure and associated earthworks within the 

extent of a scheduled archaeological site, or within 50m of the 

extent of a mapped archaeological site 

 

N/A: No structures will be established within 50 m of 

the extent of AS:448.  

Version: 1, Version Date: 02/08/2024
Document Set ID: 9312642

https://districtplan.npdc.govt.nz/eplan/rules/0/21/0/0/0/150
https://districtplan.npdc.govt.nz/eplan/rules/0/21/0/0/0/150
https://districtplan.npdc.govt.nz/eplan/rules/0/21/0/0/0/150
https://districtplan.npdc.govt.nz/eplan/rules/31221/27/0/967/0/crossrefhref#Rules/0/27/1/3708/0
https://districtplan.npdc.govt.nz/eplan/rules/31221/27/0/967/0/crossrefhref#Rules/0/27/1/3708/0


New Plymouth Pistol Club Inc, 1206 Devon Road, Bell Block  230984 

 

  

57 02/08/2024 
 

Rule Rule Parameter Assessment  

HH-R25 

 

 

 

HH-R26 

Additions to a structure and associated earthworks within the 

extent of a scheduled archaeological site, or within 50m of the 

extent of a mapped archaeological site 

 

Relocation of a structure and associated earthworks to within the 

extent of a scheduled archaeological site, or to within 50m of the 

extent of a mapped archaeological site 

HH-R30 Earthworks within the extent of a scheduled archaeological site, 

or within 50m of the extent of a mapped archaeological site 

N/A: No earthworks will occur within 50 m of the 

extent of AS:448. 

SASM - Sites and Areas of Significance to Māori 

SASM-R1 Land disturbance (excluding earthworks) within the extent of a 

scheduled site or area of significance to Māori, or within 50m of 
the extent of a mapped SASM 

N/A: No land disturbance will occur within 50 m of 

the extent of SASM:448.  

SASM-R4 

 

 

SASM-R5 

 

 

SASM-R6 

 

Erection of a structure within 50m to 100m of a scheduled site or 

area of significance to Māori 
 

Additions to a structure within 50m to 100m of a scheduled site 

or area of significance to Māori 
 

Relocation of a structure to within 50m to 100m of a scheduled 

site or area of significance to Māori 
 

Permitted where:  

1. the building or structure does not exceed 10m in height or the 

maximum height permitted in the underlying zone, whichever is 

the lesser. 

Permitted: No building or structure within 50-100 m 

of SASM:448 will exceed 10 m in height.  

SASM-R11 

(under 

appeal) 

 

SASM-R12 

(under 

appeal) 

 

SASM-R13  

(under 

appeal) 

 

Erection of a structure and associated earthworks within the 

extent of a scheduled site or area of significance to Māori, or 
within 50m of the extent of a mapped SASM 

 

Additions to a structure and associated earthworks within the 

extent of a scheduled site or area of significance to Māori, or 
within 50m of the extent of a mapped SASM 

 

Relocation of a structure and associated earthworks to within the 

extent of a scheduled site or area of significance to Māori, or to 
within 50m of the extent of a mapped SASM 

N/A: No structures will be established within 50 m of 

the extent of SASM:448. 

SASM-R17 

 

Earthworks within the extent of a scheduled site or area of 

significance to Māori, or within 50m of the extent of a mapped 
SASM 

N/A: No earthworks will occur within 50 m of the 

extent of SASM:448.  

NU – Network Utilities  

NU-R39 

(under 

appeal) 

 

 

Land disturbance within the Gas Transmission Pipeline Corridor 

 

 

 

N/A: No land disturbance or earthworks will occur 

within the Gas Transmission Pipeline Corridor. 
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NU-R40 

(under 

appeal) 

Earthworks within the Gas Transmission Pipeline Corridor (not 

covered by NU-R39) 

 

Table B 2:   Operative District Plan Rule Assessment  

PDP Rule Rule Parameter Assessment  

NOISE 

Ind80 Noise generated by noise generated by CONSTRUCTION WORK, 

measured in accordance with NZS 6803P:1984 The Measurement 

and Assessment of Noise from Construction, Maintenance and 

Demolition Work 

Permitted: Construction activity will be managed to 

comply with conditions for a permitted activity as 

specified in Table 12.1 in Appendix 12. 

WAAHI TAONGA/SITES OF SIGNIFICANCE TO MAORI and ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES 

OL 81 ERECTION of STRUCTURES (excluding MINOR UPGRADING) in 

the vicinity of WAAHI TAONGA/SITES OF SIGNIFICANCE TO 

MAORI and/or ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES on any WAAHI TAONGA/ 

SITE OF SIGNIFICANCE TO MAORI or ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE in 

the RURAL, INDUSTRIAL or OPEN SPACE ENVIRONMENT AREA 

listed in Appendix 26 or within: 50m 

N/A: No land disturbance will occur within 50 m of 

the extent of AS:448.  

OL 82 ERECTION of STRUCTURES (excluding MINOR UPGRADING) in 

the vicinity of WAAHI TAONGA/SITES OF SIGNIFICANCE TO 

MAORI and/or ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES on any WAAHI TAONGA/ 

SITE OF SIGNIFICANCE TO MAORI or ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE in 

the RURAL, INDUSTRIAL or OPEN SPACE ENVIRONMENT AREA 

listed in Appendix 26 or within: 100m 

may be erected up to a maximum HEIGHT of 10m, unless the 

underlying ENVIRONMENT AREA specifies a lesser HEIGHT; or is for 

the purpose of the ERECTION OF LINES 

Permitted: No building or structure within 50-100 m 

of SASM:448 will exceed 10 m in height. 

OL85 EXCAVATION and FILLING, clearance of TREES (excluding MINOR 

UPGRADING) on or within 50m of any WAAHI TAONGA/SITE OF 

SIGNIFICANCE TO MAORI or ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE listed in 

Appendix 26 

N/A: No earthworks will occur within 50 m of the 

extent of AS:448. 
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RECORD OF TITLE 
UNDER LAND TRANSFER ACT 2017 

FREEHOLD
Search Copy

 Identifier 945222
 Land Registration District Taranaki
 Date Issued 14 May 2020

Prior References
933529

 Estate Fee Simple
 Area 110.3370 hectares more or less
 Legal Description Lot    1 Deposited Plan 19854

Registered Owners
Te     Atiawa Iwi Holdings Limited Partnership

Interests
Subject            to Section 59 Land Act 1948 (affects part formerly comprised in TNB2/818)
165446                   Pipeline Certificate and Variation thereof pursuant to Section 70 of the Petroleum Act 1937 in favour of the

                Natural Gas Corporation of New Zealand - 23.12.1968 at 2:59 pm (affects part formerly comprised in TN144/11)
171538                    Certificate declaring State Highway 3 adjoining the within land to be a limited access road - 26.9.1969 at 10.26 am
Subject                     to a right (in gross) to drain stormwater over part marked V-W DP 12910 in favour of New Plymouth District

         Council created by Transfer 268121.3 - 18.6.1980 at 11:07 am
The                easements created by Transfer 268121.3 are subject to Section 37 (1) (a) Counties Amendment Act 1961
Subject                      to a right (in gross) to convey water over part marked B on DP 312222 in favour of New Plymouth District Council
                  created by Deed of Easement 11570564.1 embodied in the Register as RT 916091 - 22.2.2011 at 7:00 am
Subject                  to Part IVA Conservation Act 1987 but sections 24(2A), 24A, and 24AA of that Act do not apply
Subject       to Section 11 Crown Minerals Act 1991
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RECORD OF TITLE 
UNDER LAND TRANSFER ACT 2017

Search Copy

 Identifier 916091
 Land Registration District Taranaki
 Date Registered 07 October 2019 07:00 am

Prior References
11570564.1

  Type Deed of easement under s60 Land Act 1948  Instrument YEC 11570564.1
 Area 110.3370 hectares more or less
 Legal Description Lot    1 Deposited Plan 19854
 Purpose Easement (in gross) for right to convey 
water over part marked B on DP 312222

Registered Owners
New     Plymouth District Council - Grantee

Interests
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File Ref: AC23328 – 01 – R5 

 

 

1 August 2024 

 

Mr M O’Sullivan 

President 

New Plymouth Pistol Club 

1220 Devon Road 

Bell Block 

NEW PLYMOUTH 4373 

 

Email: president@newplymouthpistolclub.org.nz 

 

 

Dear Mike 

 

Re:  New Plymouth Pistol Club 

 Assessment of Environmental Noise Effects  

Acoustic Engineering Services Ltd (AES) have been engaged by New Plymouth Pistol Club to provide acoustic 

engineering advice to support a Resource Consent application for the club. The Applicant requires an 

assessment of environmental noise effects for the activity with regard to section 104 (1) of the Resource 

Management Act (RMA), which requires the actual and potential effects of the activity to be considered. 

We have based our analysis on our correspondence to date. 

1.0 BACKGROUND 

1.1 Site and surrounding area 

The New Plymouth Pistol Club is located at 1220 Devon Road (State Highway 3), and is located approximately 

150 metres west of the closest dwelling, as shown below in figure 1.1. The land that is used by the Club is 

outlined in orange. 

The site is within the General Industrial Zone in the New Plymouth District Plan. The land to the east of the 

site is zoned Rural Production Zone, and the land to the north across Devon Road is zoned Special Purpose 

– Future Urban Zone. The other land surrounding the site is also within the General Industrial Zone. 
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Figure 1.1 – Site and surrounding area 

1.2 Current and proposed activity 

The Club is used by members for recreation, training for competitions, and for competitions. It is also used 

by schools, other shooting clubs, and open days for public or corporate events. The New Zealand Police | 

Ngā Pirihimana O Aotearoa and the Armed Offenders Squad will also use the facility for training and 
certification. 

The Club currently has eight ranges, which are labelled in figure 1.1 above. Currently the following shooting 

disciplines are undertaken on each range: 

Table 1.1 – Shooting disciplines by range 

Range Shooting disciplines 

1 Speed, IPSC 

2 Speed 

3 Cowboy Action Shooting, Speed 

4 Cowboy Action Shooting, Speed, IPSC 

5 Speed, Muzzle loading, ISSF 

6 Action Shooting, Service Pistol, Speed 

7 Action Shooting, IPSC, Speed, Multi Gun 

8 Speed, Sighting in rifles 

N 

1 
2 

3 4 

5 
6 

7 

8 
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An explanation of these disciplines can be found at the hyperlink below: 

https://www.newplymouthpistolclub.org.nz/types-of-pistol-shooting/  

The Club currently operates under conditions given in an abatement notice dated the 18th of August 2022, 

which limits shooting to the following times: 

▪ Tuesday, between 9 am and 4 pm 

▪ Wednesday between 9 am and 4 pm 

▪ Thursday between 5 pm and 8 pm 

▪ Saturday between 9 am and 4 pm 

▪ Sunday between 10 am and 4 pm 

Regular shooting events are scheduled on Wednesday mornings, Thursday evenings, and Sunday mornings. 

As part of this process to draft and apply for a new Resource Consent for the overall activity, extensive 

measurements, modelling, and consultation with the Club has been undertaken, to establish what the best 

practicable options are for managing the Club’s noise effects within the constraints of the current site. 

As a result, the following noise mitigation measures are to be implemented (also illustrated in figure 1.2 

below): 

Physical mitigation: 

▪ An increase in height of 3 metres for the bund next to Range 1. 

▪ An extension of the bund next to Range 1 behind the back of the Range. 

▪ Build a 7 metre high acoustic fence between Ranges 1 and 2. 

▪ An additional 40 foot container stacked on top of the existing container behind Range 4, and two 

other stacks of 40 foot containers to the east and north of the existing container. All containers to 

be ‘high-cube’ (2.9 metres). 

▪ Reconstruct the bund between Ranges 3 and 4, with a 1.5 metre high fence above. 

▪ A new two storey club building behind Ranges 5 and 6, which blocks the line of sight to 1222 

Devon Road dwellings from all shooting positions. On Range 5 shooting bays should have a solid 

partition on each side of the bay and roof above all lined with minimum NRC 0.6 noise absorbing 

material (for example Woodtex or mineral wool). The partitions should extend 1.5 m in front of the 

shooting position, and the distance between partitions should be no greater than 2 metres. 

▪ A 7 metre high acoustic barrier between the new club building and containers, as well as between 

the Range 1 bund and the containers. 

▪ A barrier (30 metres long) reaching to 7 m high above the bund between Ranges 4 and 5. 

▪ Two 40 foot ‘high-cube’ containers stacked halfway down Range 6 on the side. 

▪ Any gaps in the 3 metre high fence behind Range 7 filled and upgrades made as necessary to 

achieve acoustic specifications. 
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We note that a wide range of other possible mitigation was also considered, but determined not to be 

practicable following engineering and other expert advice, for example:  

▪ Increase in height of other existing bunds was not considered practicable, as the bund footprint 

would increase and intrude into the ranges.  

▪ It is not possible to construct a lightweight acoustic fence on top of the existing bunds, as a robust 

foundation system which extends down through the bund is not practicable.   

▪ Gabion baskets on top of the existing bunds are not practicable, as the existing bunds are 

constructed from tyres and fill material, which is not a suitable foundation.  

▪ Moving targets down the Range (to avoid shooters advancing down the range to less screened 

positions) is not possible due to safety and ammunition issues. 

▪ Close proximity shooting shelters are not practicable in situations where shooters are required to 

move to different locations on each Range. 

 

Figure 1.2 – Proposed physical noise mitigation at New Plymouth Pistol Club 

The overall open hours sought under this Consent are 0900 to 2100 hours on any day of the week. We 

understand that this is likely to result in the following intensity of use: 

▪ Typically, daily use may be 4 – 8 hours per day for all club and training use, with club members 

also using the facility on weekends, especially on Sunday when most events are held.  

▪ Use by other shooting clubs and open days for public or corporate events occur occasionally and 

is often on weekends or evenings. 

N 

3 m increase in bund height and extend in length 

New 7 m high acoustic fence 

Additional 40 ft containers, stacked two high 

New 2 storey club building 

1.5 m barrier above bund 

3 m acoustic fence 

1 
2 

3 4 

5 
6 

7 

8 
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▪ Police will use the facility for training and certification as required, which is typically three days per 

month. The Armed Offenders Squad uses the Club approximately five times per year.  

▪ Between 6 – 8 times a year the Club may operate a local or national competition with up to 160 

attendees for an average of three days.  The competitions typically run between 0900 to 1700 

hours with some set-up testing from 0800 hours and some repairs and testing after 1700 hours 

in preparation for the competition on the next day.  

2.0 APPROPRIATE GUNSHOT NOISE LEVELS 

The Resource Management Act requires consideration of the significance of any adverse effects associated 

with the proposal. Guidance as to the significance of any adverse noise effects may be obtained from several 

sources. 

2.1 New Plymouth District Plan 

The site is located in the General Industrial Zone in the New Plymouth Proposed District Plan. The New 

Plymouth District Plan is currently being revised, however rules relating to noise emissions from sites located 

in the General Industrial Zone are already operative. Therefore, the following noise limits from Rule NOISE-S1 

will apply: 

Table 2.1 - Excerpt from Rule NOISE-S1 of the Proposed New Plymouth District Plan 

(4) 

 

General 

Industrial 

Zone 

1. Noise generated by any activity shall not 

exceed the following noise limits at any point 

within any other site in the General Industry Zone: 

a. All times – 70 dB LAeq(15 min) 

b. All times – 80 dB LAmax  

2. Noise generated by any activity shall not 

exceed the following noise limits at any point 

within the notional boundary of any noise 

sensitivity activity on any site in the Rural 

Production Zone, … Future Urban Zone …: 
a. 7am to 7pm – 55 dB LAeq(15 min) 

b. 7pm to 10pm – 50 dB LAeq(15 min)   

c. 10 pm to 7am – 45 dB LAeq(15 min)  

d. 10 pm to 7am – 75 dB LAmax   

Matters of discretion if compliance not 

achieved: 

1. Management of effects from the 

activities with regard to the matters set 

out in NOISE-P3. 

2. Any mitigation of the noise proposed 

in accordance with a best practicable 

option approach (e.g. site layout and 

design, design and location of 

structures, buildings and equipment 

and the timing of operations). 

3. The ability to mitigate adverse 

effects through the imposition of 

conditions such as noise attenuation. 

Where LAeq(15 min) is the average A-weighted noise level measured over a 15 minute period, and LAmax means 

the maximum A -weighted sound level during a stated time period. 

2.2 New Zealand Standard NZS 6802:2008 

NZS 6802:2008 Acoustics – Environmental Noise outlines a guideline daytime limit of 55 dB LAeq(15 min) for 

the “reasonable protection of health and amenity associated with the use of land for residential purposes”, 

however, we note that impulsive noise from gunfire is explicitly excluded from the scope of the Standard. 

The Standard also describes how a - 3 dB adjustment may be applied to sound received for less than 50 % 

of the daytime period, and a - 5 dB adjustment may be applied to sound received for less than 30 % of the 

daytime period. A + 5 dB penalty is added to sound which contains Special Audible Characteristics.  

Regarding maximum noise levels, NZS 6802:2008 states the following: “The intention of Lmax (LAFmax) noise 

limits is to provide protection against the effects of ‘typical maxima’ of the specific sound and not the 
‘absolute maxima’. A noise nuisance does not generally arise from a single isolated incident. A single 

isolated noise event which exceeds an applicable limit might not be representative of the sound under 

investigation and should not be used as the sole basis for compliance action.” 
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2.3 Ambient noise environment 

Measurements taken by Marshall Day Acoustics on 5 occasions between 20 February 2022 and 28 May 

2022 indicated ambient noise levels between 56 dB LAeq(1 h) and 58 dB LAeq(1 h) at the secondary dwelling at 

1222 Devon Road. It is expected that traffic noise levels will be in the order of 3 dB higher at the main 

dwelling at 1222 Devon Road, and up to 9 dB higher within the Future Urban Zone to the north based on 

traffic noise modelling in SoundPLAN v 8.2. 

Noise logging equipment deployed under our supervision in May 2024 on the opposite side of Devon Road 

to the Club indicated noise levels in the order of 73 dB LAeq(1 h). At the closest possible dwellings in the Future 

Urban Zone, noise levels are expected to be in the order of 6 dB lower, based on modelling of traffic in 

SoundPLAN v 8.2. 

2.4 Criteria for gunshot noise 

In line with the scope of NZS 6802:2008, we consider that the District Plan limits are not suitable for 

determining potential noise effects of gunshot noise due to its impulsive nature. Many countries have criteria 

specifically for gunshot noise, usually expressed as either Lpeak or LAFmax. These criteria are typically more 

stringent than generic LAFmax values commonly encountered in District Plans throughout New Zealand.   

A body of guidance is available which describes reasonable maximum noise emissions associated with 

shooting ranges. A review of international shooting noise regulations1 outlines that typical noise limits at 

residential receivers generally fall between 50 to 60 dB LAFmax, with some exceptions (both higher and lower 

limits). Other guidance 2  seems to indicate that the threshold for annoyance is in the order of 60 – 

65 dB LAFmax. AES has undertaken work relating to noise emissions from several existing gun clubs in NZ and 

have typically recommended noise limits of between 50 – 65 dB LAFmax at residential receivers, depending 

on the location, ambient noise levels, and situation.  

Other guidance from the UK Chartered Institute of Environmental Health regarding Clay Target Shooting3, 

uses a Shooting Noise Level (SNL) to quantify noise effects, which is the average LAFmax of the 25 loudest 

shots in a 30 minute period. This guidance states that annoyance is less likely to occur at a mean SNL of 

below 55 dBA and highly likely to occur at a mean SNL above 65 dBA. This guidance quotes the following: 

“At shooting noise levels below the mid 50’s dB(A) there is little evidence of significant levels of annoyance 
at any site, whereas for levels in the mid to high 60’s, significant annoyance is engendered in a majority of 
sites. For levels in between however, the extent of the annoyance varies considerably from site to site. Thus 

a level of, say, 60 dB(A) may be deemed acceptable at one site, but not at another.” 

The studies reviewed generally indicate that the range in acceptable noise levels from gun club activities is 

dependent on local conditions, including community attitude to the club, cumulative shooting time, number 

of shooting days, time at which shooting occurs, predominant meteorological conditions and how the site is 

managed.   

Considering the existing ambient noise environment in this case, the hours and intensity of use described 

above, and the above guidance, we consider that where noise levels during representative high noise periods 

from the pistol club of 65 dB LAFmax are received at the notional boundary of residential dwellings such as 

those located at 1222 Devon Road, the noise will be acceptable and effects minimal, as the instantaneous 

noise would be only 5 – 10 dB higher than the ambient noise. Given the elevated ambient noise environment 

in this case, that approach is more conservative than what would often occur in a more ‘typical’ rural 
environment, with a shooting noise threshold of 55 dB LAFmax. 

For the purposes of assessing predicted noise emissions against this 65 dB LAFmax threshold, we recommend 

the adoption of the UK Chartered Institute of Environmental Health SNL processing technique (the average 

LAFmax of the 25 loudest shots in a 30 minute period), as this produces a more stable result, addressing the 

 

1 V. Desarnaulds et al. Shooting noise regulation review of various national practices. Proceedings of Internoise 98, Christchurch. 
2 Sorensen, S. and Magnurror, J. Annoyance caused by noise from shooting ranges. Journal of Sound and Vibration, 62(3), pp 437 – 

442, 1979. 
3 Chartered Institute of Environmental Health (2003) Clay Target Shooting, Guidance on the Control of Noise [online] 
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concerns expressed in section 7.2 of NZS 6802:2008 regarding the inherent variability often evident in LAFmax 

levels. 

In this case, the Club is constrained by the physical layout of the existing facility and the shape and 

topography of the site, and neighbouring sites. As a result, as outlined below, even where all practicable 

mitigation is implemented, in some scenarios noise levels will still slightly exceed a 65 dB LAFmax threshold – 

which we consider to also be acceptable, where this exceedance represents a ‘typically inaudible’ difference 
(1 – 2 dB). 

We note that Marshall Day Acoustics have previously suggested the use of the CNR parameter in relation to 

this situation. They suggested a similar CNR dispensation to account for the elevated ambient environment, 

as is embodied in our LAFmax approach described above. Generally, we prefer the use of the LAFmax parameter, 

coupled with general consideration of the hours and days of shooting, rather than the CNR parameter which 

combines all of these things into a more abstract single value. 

3.0 NOISE GENERATED BY THE ACTIVITY 

The primary source associated with the Club is noise from gunshots. Due to the distances to the nearest 

receivers noise from other sources – for example light vehicles and people talking are expected to be very 

low and effects negligible.   

SoundPLAN computational noise modelling based on ISO 9613 Acoustics – Attenuation of sound outdoors 

– Part 2: General method of calculation has been used to calculate the propagation of gunshot noise from 

the site, taking into account the topography of the area, and sound power levels for each of the noise 

sources. 

The LAFmax noise levels have been modelled based on data gathered during a structured shooting exercise (a 

selection of firearms, fired from each Range in turn) using noise logging equipment deployed under our 

supervision at three locations simultaneously on the 25th and 26th of May 2024, and on measurements 

taken by Marshall Day Acoustics at five different times between 20 February 2022 and 28 May 2022, 

primarily at the notional boundary of the 1222 Devon Road secondary dwelling. We have also compared the 

data to our own measurements undertaken at several gun ranges around the country, and there is a high 

level of correlation. 

A ‘representative high noise scenario’ has been considered which is typical of the outcomes of Marshall Day 
Acoustics testing during periods where 9 mm pistols were in regular use, and occasional ‘black powder’ 
shooting. Our detailed measurements confirmed that in general terms, firearms such as a 0.44 black powder 

revolver and 0.38 handgun were 3 – 7 dB quieter on an LAFMax basis than a 9 mm standard load pistol. 0.22 

firearms are at least 11 dB quieter. Therefore in reality, based on the intensity and manner of use outlined 

in section 1.2 above, there are expected to be extended periods where quieter firearms are in use (for 

example .22 calibre firearms) and noise levels are 5 – 10 dB lower than those predicted below. From the 

Marshall Day Acoustics measurements on the 11th of April 2022, the suppressed .223 firearms used by the 

Police were also have a shooting noise level of 60 dB LAFmax without any other mitigation. 

Noise levels from each Range have been predicted – both based on the current configuration and 

implementation of the new mitigation outlined in section 1.2 above. Range 6 has multiple shooting positions 

down the Range, as shown below in figure 3.1. In our analysis, these have been grouped as northern (50 

yards), central (25 yards), and southernmost (10 and 7 yards) shooting positions – as mitigation needed to 

be developed specifically for each position. Range 8 has not been modelled in detail as its location, 

orientation and use, result in potential noise effects that are low. 
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Figure 3.1 – Range 6 shooting positions 

Expected noise levels as received at the notional boundary of the secondary dwelling at 1222 Devon Road 

are presented below in table 3.1. 

Table 3.1 – Expected Shooting Noise Levels received at the notional boundary of the secondary dwelling at 

1222 Devon Road 

Range 
Noise levels without 

mitigation (dB LAFmax) 

Noise levels with 

mitigation (dB LAFmax) 

Range 1 75 66 

Range 2 80 66 

Range 3 74 67 

Range 4 77 67 

Range 5 74 65 

Range 6 – northern shooting positions 72  63  

Range 6 – central shooting positions 74 66 

Range 6 – southern shooting positions 73 65 

Range 7 72 66 

Based on this analysis noise levels in all scenarios either meet, or are also within 1 – 2 dB of, a 65 dB LAFmax 

threshold. We therefore expect this noise to have a minimal effect. 

Noise levels received at the notional boundary of the main dwelling at 1222 Devon Road are typically 

between 0 to 2 dB lower than the levels outlined in table 3.1 above, and the existing ambient noise from 

traffic is between 3 – 6 dB higher. Noise effects for that dwelling are therefore also expected to be minimal. 

Northern shooting positions 

Central shooting positions 

Southern shooting 

positions 

N 

4 

5 

6 
7 
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We have also considered noise levels on the opposite side of Devon Road, at the edge of the Special Purpose 

– Future Urban Zone. In this location, the traffic noise levels are 9 dB higher than those experienced at the 

key receiving location on the notional boundary of the secondary dwelling at 1222 Devon Road. 

The expected noise levels are presented below in table 3.2. These predicted noise levels relate to the worst-

case receiving locations along the Special Purpose – Future Urban Zone boundary. The exact location of 

worst noise levels varies depending on which range is in use, and which shooting position is used on some 

ranges. 

Table 3.2 – Expected Shooting Noise Levels received across Devon Road at the edge of the Special 

Purpose – Future Urban Zone 

Range 
Noise levels without 

mitigation (dB LAFmax) 

Noise levels with 

mitigation (dB LAFmax) 

Range 1 67 66 

Range 2 64 59 

Range 3 71 65 

Range 4 70 65 

Range 5 67 66 

Range 6 – northern shooting positions 70 66 

Range 6 – central shooting positions 77 75 

Range 6 – southern shooting positions 78 76 

Range 7 84 77 

Given the existing ambient environment in this location as described above, these predicted levels are not 

expected to be of concern, with the exception of Range 6 (75 dB LAFmax and 76 dB LAFmax – associated with 

the use of central and southern shooting positions) and Range 7 (77 dB LAFmax). We therefore propose the 

following Condition, to ensure effects are minimal, in the event that dwellings are constructed on those sites 

in the future: 

▪ In the event that dwellings are constructed within the adjacent Special Purpose – Future Urban 

Zone sites the Club shall implement further noise mitigation to limit noise levels received at those 

sites to 70 dB LAFmax.   

4.0 COMPARISON WITH THE DISTRICT PLAN NOISE LIMITS 

As outlined above, the NZS 6802:2008 Standard warns against assessing gunshot noise against ‘general 
noise limits’ which use LAeq metrics. This is primarily because for this type of noise, the LAeq will correlate 

poorly with actual noise effects – and therefore there is a risk of over or understating the noise effects. 

In the case of gunshot noise, our experience is that LAeq levels understate the potential noise effect – and in 

many situations noise levels comply with ‘general activity’ LAeq noise limits, but are still problematic. 

Based on the Marshall Day Acoustics measurements, where there are periods with a high number of rounds 

in one hour and ‘black powder’ gunshots which influence the LAeq more than other types, we would expect a 

LAeq noise level that is more than 15 dB below the LAFmax Shooting Noise Levels reported above. During 

periods of lower intensity shooting, the difference will be greater. 

This means that the Club as it has been operating historically may not have been compliant with a 55 dB 

LAeq(15 min) (daytime) and 50 dB LAeq(15 min) (evening) New Plymouth Proposed District Plan notional boundary 

noise limits in some instances, but with the mitigation as outlined above, full compliance will be achieved – 

both at the notional boundary of both dwellings at 1222 Devon Road and at the notional boundary of future 

dwellings in the Special Purpose – Future Urban Zone.  
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5.0 CONCLUSION 

We have been engaged by New Plymouth Pistol Club to provide acoustic engineering advice to support a 

Resource Consent application for the Club. Extensive measurements, modelling and consultation with the 

Club has been undertaken, to establish what the best practicable options are for managing the Club’s noise 
effects within the constraints of the current site. 

As a result, extensive physical mitigation is to be implemented including an increase in height and extension 

in length for the bund next to Range 1, a new 7 metre high fence between Ranges 1 and 2, additional 

containers behind Ranges 3 and 4, a 7 metre high acoustic fence between the stacked containers and 

adjacent Ranges, a new bund with a 1.5 metre fence on top between Ranges 3 and 4, a 30 metre long 

7 metre high barrier between Ranges 4 and 5, a new two storey club building behind Ranges 5 and 6, two 

containers stacked on the side of Range 6, and acoustic upgrades to the fence behind Range 7. 

Based on the above, and considering the existing ambient noise environment in this case and the hours and 

intensity of use described above, we consider that where noise levels during representative high noise 

periods from the Club in the order of 65 dB LAFmax are received at residential dwellings, the noise will be 

acceptable and effects minimal. 

A representative high noise scenario has been considered which indicates that when received at the notional 

boundary of the secondary dwelling at 1222 Devon Road noise levels either meet, or are also within 1 – 2 

dB of, a 65 dB LAFmax threshold. We therefore expect this noise to have a minimal effect. 

Noise levels received at the notional boundary of the main dwelling at 1222 Devon Road are typically lower, 

and the ambient traffic noise is higher. Noise effects for that dwelling are therefore also expected to be 

minimal. 

On the opposite side of Devon Road, at the edge of the Special Purpose – Future Urban Zone the traffic noise 

levels are 9 dB higher than those experienced at the notional boundary of the secondary dwelling at 1222 

Devon Road. Given the high existing ambient environment, the predicted ‘within mitigation’ noise levels in 
this location are not of concern, apart from with regard to Range 7 and where shooting occurs down the 

range on Range 6. Further acoustic mitigation may be required if dwellings are built in the Special Purpose 

– Future Urban Zone in the future. 

While less relevant with regard to noise effects, with the mitigation as outlined above, full compliance will be 

achieved with the District Plan noise limits – both at the notional boundary of both dwellings at 1222 Devon 

Road, at the notional boundary of future dwellings in the Special Purpose – Future Urban Zone. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us to discuss further as required. 

Kind regards,  

 

 

 
 
 
Dr Jeremy Trevathan 
Ph.D. B.E.(Hons.) Assoc. NZPI® 

Principal Acoustic Engineer 

Acoustic Engineering Services 
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22ND June 2023 
 
NEW PLYMOUTH PISTOL CLUB 
C/- Thompson O’Neil and Co. 
Mark Utting 
Via Email: mark@uttinglaw.co.nz 
 
 
Dear Mark, 
 
 
Re: CRT23/44925 - Application for Existing Use Certificate, 1206 Devon Road, Bell 
Block.  
 
This letter is to advise you that your application for a certificate of existing use under s 139A 
Resource Management Act 1991 (the Act) has been refused.  Whilst Council appreciates the time 
and effort that was put into the application, the information presented did not satisfy the relevant 
tests under the Act.  The reasons for refusing the application are included within the attached officers 
report. 
 
The letter is also to advise you that the date by which the decision was made on this application 
was extended under s 37A(4)(b)(i) of the Act.  The decision was made in 53 working days and is 
considered both reasonable and necessary given the relative complexity of the issues to be 
considered.  
 
An objection to this decision can be made under s 357A(1)(v) of the Act.  Any objection shall be 
made in writing, setting out the reasons for the objection.  This must be lodged with Council within 
15 working days after receiving this decision. 
 
An invoice for further fees and charges in relation to this application will be sent under separate 
cover.  The additional invoice reflects the relative complexity of the application and need to 
undertake an in-depth review of the application and further information. 
 
If you have any queries about any matters relating to the attached decision, please do not hesitate 
to contact me. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Juliet Johnson 
Manager, Planning. 
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OFFICERS REPORT TO THE PLANNING CONSENTS LEAD FOR AN EXISTING 
USE CERTIFICATE APPLICATION NO. CRT23/44925 

 

  
Applicant:  New Plymouth Pistol Club Incorporated  
  
Location:  1206 Devon Road, Bell Block 
 
Legal Description:  Lot 1 DP 19854 
 
Proposal:   Application for Existing Use Certificate under Section 
  139A of the Act  
 
Date Application Received:  22nd February 2023 
 
Further Information Requested:  17th March 2023 
 

Further Information Received:  26th April 2023  

 
1.0  DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSAL 
 
1.1 The applicant has requested an Existing Use Certificate in relation to an existing indoor and 

outdoor gun range at 1206 Devon Road, New Plymouth.  The range is operated by the New 
Plymouth Pistol Club Incorporated (NPPC). 

 

1.2 The site to which the application relates is shown in Figure 1 below: 
 
Figure 1: Existing NPPC facility, 1206 Devon Road, Bell Block (Source NPDC GIS). 
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2.0  THE APPLCATION 
 

2.1 The application filed on 22nd February 2023 was supported by a range of information including: 
 

▪ Submissions by Thompson, O’Neil and Co Lawyers; 

▪ Certificate of Incorporation from the New Zealand Companies Office (Appendix 1); 

▪ Letter from New Plymouth City Council (Appendix 2); 

▪ Letter from Taranaki Country Council (Appendix 3); 

▪ Overhead map dated February 2023 (Appendix 4); 

▪ Record of Title (Appendix 5); 

▪ Excerpts from the Arms Regulations 1991 (Appendices 6 and 11); 

▪ Affidavit by Dr. Ian Kenneth Griffin - Member NPPC (Appendix 7);  

▪ Affidavit by Robert John Blackburn - Member NPPC (Appendix 8);  

▪ Letter from NZ Police dated June 1983 (Appendix 9); 

▪ Site Plan entitled “New Plymouth Pistol Club (inc) Outdoor Ranges 1-8 and Air Pistol 

Range 9 (Appendix 10); 

▪ Summary of numbers of club members attending site 14 March 2018 – 17 August 2022; 

▪ Attendance data 2004 – 2005 (Appendix 12); and 

▪ New Plymouth Pistol Clubs - Available North Island and national records (Appendix 13). 

 

2.2 Further information was requested by the Council on the 17th of March 20231.  A response was 
provided by the applicant on the 26th of April 2023 which included further submissions by 
Thompson, O’Neil and Co.  

 

3.0  RELEVANT PLANNING PROVISIONS 
 

3.1 Section 139(A)(1) outlines the matters that must be taken into account in determining whether 
a territorial authority should grant an Existing Use Certificate. 

139A Consent authorities to issue existing use certificates 

(1) A person may request the consent authority to issue a certificate that— 

(a) describes a use of land in a particular location; and 

(b) states that the use of the land was a use of land allowed by section 10 on the 

date on which the authority issues the certificate; and 

(c) specifies the character, intensity, and scale of the use on the date on which 

the authority issues the certificate. 

(4) The consent authority must issue a certificate under subsection (1) if it— 

(a) is satisfied that the use of the land is a use of land allowed by section 10 on 

the date on which the authority issues the certificate; and 

(b) receives payment of the appropriate administrative charge. 
 

4.0  ASSESSMENT 
 
4.1 In order to grant an Existing Use Certificate under s 139A, the territorial authority must be 

satisfied that:  
 

(i) the use was lawfully established before the rule became operative or the proposed plan 

was notified; and 

 

 
1 Refer Appendix 1. 
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(ii) the effects of the use are the same or similar in character, intensity, and scale to those 

which existed before the rule became operative or the proposed plan was notified: 
 

Was the use lawfully established before the rule became operative or the   
proposed plan was notified?  

 
Initial establishment in or around 1983/1984 
 
4.2 The applicant has outlined in the application that the NPPC has, as an entity, existed since the 

1960’s, and has operated at the current Devon Road site since in or around 1983/1984. 
 

4.3 The application includes documentation from Taranaki County Council confirming that an 
“outdoor range” was lawfully established in or around this time2.  The letter confirmed that 
the NPPC activities were part of “outdoor recreation”, a predominant use under the County’s 
Operative District Scheme at the time.  The letter confirmed that “no formal planning consent 
application is required”. 
 

4.4 This letter was in response to correspondence from NPPC to the County Council which outlined 
that “In the future we intend to develop a total of 3 outdoor ranges on the site, as well as a 
club house. To this end we will apply for the necessary permits to comply with your regulations 
at a later date”.  
 

4.5 The plan appended to the letter from NPPC is shown below in Figure 2. 
 
Figure 2: Plan of NPPC facility November 1983. 

 
 

4.6 Overall, based on the information presented, I am satisfied that that the NPPC facility was 
lawfully established in or around 1983 and that the scope of the activity involved up to 3 

 
2 Letter from County Engineer R.W Struthers, dated 12th of December 1983 (Appendix 2 of the application) 
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ranges.  I understand that the NPPC which was based in Fitzroy at the time catered for 

approximately 30 members3. 
 
Relevant planning schemes since 1983 
 

4.7 Since the initial correspondence between the Taranaki County Council and the NPPC in 1983, 
there have been multiple planning instruments in effect, including the Taranaki County Council 
District Plan 1980; the New Plymouth District Planning Scheme 1989; the Operative New 
Plymouth District Plan 2005 (ODP); and the Proposed District Plan 2019 (PDP).  

 

4.8 The applicant’s basis for addressing the period between 1983 and 20054 has been the assertion 
that the Council, as part of a separate Environment Court mediation agreement5, had 
confirmed that the NPPC operations as they existed at the date the ODP became operative 
were lawfully established. 

 
4.1 I understand that Environment Court-assisted mediations are confidential to the parties who 

participate in them, and parties are prevented from communicating what took place during a 
mediation process or its outcome, unless all parties present agree to it.6   
 

4.2 In this case, the applicant provided a mediation agreement dated 24 November 2022 to the 
Council’s consenting team for the purposes of this application.  I have subsequently confirmed 
that both the applicant and the Council are willing to waive confidentiality over this agreement 
for the limited purpose of considering this application7.  

 

4.3 The application also references discussions held between the parties at mediation.  However, 
I am advised that the Council is not prepared to waive privilege or confidentiality over the 
discussions that occurred during the mediation process.  In any event, I consider that the 
mediation agreement reflects the outcome of the mediation and have therefore relied on this 
for the purposes of my report.   
 

4.4 I have reviewed the mediation agreement signed by the parties and can find no clear 
references which would verify the applicants claim that the Council confirmed the NPPC 
facilities as that stood prior to the ODP being notified were lawfully established8.  Based on 
the information before me I do not consider that the mediation agreement between the parties 
provides any relief from the requirements of s 139A and, by extension, s 10 of the Act.  

 

4.5 Whilst I agree that the outdoor range facility involving approximately 30 members and up to 
3 ranges was lawfully established in 1983, the applicant has not provided an assessment of 
the activity against the subsequent planning instruments to demonstrate that the facility has 
remained lawful since its establishment.   

 
4.6 I note that the applicant was, as part of the Council’s further information request, asked to 

demonstrate “the activity was lawfully established as a permitted activity (or equivalent) under 
the relevant plans including but not limited to the Taranaki County Council District Plan 1980, 
or the New Plymouth District Planning Scheme 1989.”  It was suggested at the time that the 
applicant provide a detailed planning assessment to this effect providing a breakdown of the 

 
3 Refer article in the Taranaki Herald dated 25th November 1983. 
4 The applicant acknowledges that the NPPC operation does not comply with the provision of the ODP which 

came into effects in 2005. 
5 Refer Environment Court Mediation Agreement No: ENV-2022-AKL-000182, dated 24th November 2022. 
6 Environment Court Practice Note 2023, paragraph 7.3(k).  
7 Confirmation was provided via an email from Mark Utting 22nd June 2023. 
8 The mediation agreement was willingly provided to the Council’s consenting team by the applicant for the 

purposes of this application.  
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various rules in effect and demonstrating compliance against each provision. No such 
information was provided as part of the response received on the 26th of April 2023. 

 

Section II, New Plymouth District Planning Scheme 1989 
 
4.7 This Plan includes noise ordinances under Section 611-72-1. The application contained no 

information to clearly demonstrate compliance with the relevant rules at the time that plan 
was notified.  

 
Operative District Plan 2005 
 
4.8 As a result of a noise complaint, noise monitoring was undertaken by Marshall Day Acoustics 

on behalf of New Plymouth District Council in February 2022.  This concluded that the current 
noise levels being emitted from the NPPC facility were not compliant with Noise Standards 
7.11 and 7.12 of the Operative District Plan9.  A copy of the Marshall Day Acoustics report is 
attached at Appendix 2.  

 
4.9 The applicant has not provided any expert noise evidence or analysis to challenge the 

conclusions of Marshall Day.  Accordingly, as this is the only expert evidence before me, I 
therefore conclude that existing NPPC operation does not comply with the provisions of the 
ODP. To be considered lawful under the provisions of the ODP, the applicant would need to 
apply for and be granted a land use consent under Rule Ind83 which concerns noise 
requirements for the underlying Industrial C Environment Area.   

 
4.10 Any application for resource consent under Rule Ind83 would be required to demonstrate 

compliance with other permitted activity standards relevant to the intended use including, but 
not limited to traffic, access, parking, manoeuvring and lighting etc.  Further resource consents 
may be required if the activity does not satisfy any additional permitted activity standards 
(other than the noise standards).   

 
Proposed District Plan 2019 
 

4.11 The decisions version of the PDP was notified on the 13th of May 2023.  At the time of this 
decision, the PDP was subject to an appeal period. 
 

4.12 It is noted that any resource consent lodged in respect of the ODP would also need to 
demonstrate compliance with relevant Rules and Effects Standards in the PDP. From the 
testing undertaken by Marshall Day Acoustics, the NPPC operation fails to meet the provisions 
of the notified version of the PDP. 

 
4.13 No analysis has been provided by the applicant in relation to either the notified or decisions 

version of the PDP.   
 

Conclusion on lawful establishment  
 

4.14 Whilst I accept that the NPPC operation was lawfully established in 1983, the application 
includes insufficient information to demonstrate continued compliance with other relevant 
planning provisions in the period between 1983 and 2005 when the ODP came into effect.   
 

4.15 Given this, and the fact the proposal fails to comply with the noise provisions of the ODP, I 
cannot be satisfied that the facility was lawfully established before the relevant noise rules in 
the ODP were notified.  

 

 
9 Contained in Appendix 12, Table 12.1 of the Operative District Plan 2005. 
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Are the effects of the use the same or similar in character, intensity, and scale to those 
which existed before the rule became operative or the proposed plan was notified?  

 
4.16 In assessing the effects of the use, I have considered a range of matters included within the 

application and provided an assessment of key areas below. 
 

Number of Ranges 

 
4.17 I understand from the information provided with the application and on the Council’s file that 

when the club was first established in 1983 there were up to 3 ranges in total.  I understand 
that, in the period between its establishment and 2005, the number of ranges has increased 

to 9.  This includes 8 outdoor ranges and an indoor pistol range10.  Overall, based on the 

information to hand, the number of ranges has increased by 200% between 1983 and 2005.  
This suggests that there has been an increase in the scale of the activity, although I accept 
that an increase in the number of ranges may not, in isolation, result in an increase in 
character, intensity and scale of effects generated by the activity.  

 
Number of Members 

 

4.18 Whilst the applicant has provided a summary of members attending the site (Appendix 12), 
the data is limited in duration to between 2018-2022.  I consider it is therefore of limited 
relevance in determining whether the effects of the activity are the same or similar to those 
that existed in 1983.  
 

4.19 I have considered membership numbers more generally and I understand from an article in 
the Taranaki Herald that the NPPC had approximately 30 members in 1983.  The estimated 
number of members at the time the application was lodged was 15011.  Overall, based on the 
information to hand, the number of members has increased by 400% between 1983 and 2023.   

 
Number of Events 

 
4.20 The application included information as to the number of events held at the NPPC site between 

1986 and 2022.  This information included the number of competitors involved with each 
event.  
 

4.21 The data provided includes notable gaps which has impacted my ability to draw conclusions 
and identify clear trends.  For example, there is no data for either the number of events held 
at the NPPC, or the number of competitors involved, between 2006 and 2010 and again for 
2014 and 2015. 

 
4.22 I do note that the three years where the most events have been held occurred consecutively 

between 2018-2020.  The highest number of competitors occurred in 2019 (435). The next 
highest number of competitors occurred in 1989 (405). 

 

4.23 Overall, whilst the events data suggests that the effects of the use are not the same or similar 
in character, intensity, and scale to those which existed in 1983, the gaps in the data create 
sufficient doubt as to whether it can be relied upon to determine whether test (ii) above is 
met.  

 
 
 
 

 
10 Refer Appendix 10 of the application. 
11 https://www.newplymouthpistolclub.org.nz 
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Noise 
 
4.24 The application includes affidavits from two long standing members of the NPPC (Appendices 

7 and 8).  These statements have primarily concentrated on the effects of noise related to the 
type of guns and ammunition used at the range.  
 

4.25 Whilst I acknowledge the evidence of the members, the statements focus on the type of 
firearms and ammunition that have been used and do not provide an analysis of actual noise 
levels that have occurred at the facility over time.  Ultimately, the evidence fails to demonstrate 
that noise has remained consistent with levels prior to the relevant noise standards in the ODP 
being notified in 2005.  

 
4.26 Similar to my conclusion regarding the number of events held on the site, there is insufficient 

evidence to demonstrate that the effects of the activity are the same or similar in character, 
intensity, and scale to those which existed before the noise rules in the ODP were notified in 
2005.    
 

Conclusion on effects 

 
4.27 Based on the information submitted by the applicant, I cannot determine whether the 

character, intensity, and scale of all of the relevant effects of the use at present are the same 
or similar in character, intensity and scale to those before the use required a resource consent. 
If anything, when viewed collectively, the data concerning club membership and the number 
of ranges suggests that the effects of the activity have increased in terms of character, 
intensity, and scale since 1983. Overall, I am not satisfied that the effects of the activity are 
the same or similar in character, intensity, and scale to those which existed before the noise 
rules in the ODP were notified in 2005.    

 

5.0  RECOMMENDATION 
 

5.1 For the reasons outlined above, I consider that the relevant tests under s 139A including the 
relevant tests referenced under s 10 of the Act, have not been met.  I therefore recommend 
that the that the application for an Existing Use Certificate under 139A of the Act is refused 
for the following reasons: 

 
▪ the applicant has not demonstrated under s 10(1)(a)(i) that the use was lawfully 

established before the rule became operative or the proposed plan was notified; and 
 

▪ the applicant has not demonstrated that the effects of the use are the same or similar 
in character, intensity, and scale to those which existed before the rule became 
operative or the proposed plan was notified.  

 
Report and Recommendation by:  Campbell Robinson (Consultant Planner) 

 

 
 

Signed By:     Juliet Johnson (Manager, Planning) 
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Aaron Edwards

From: Campbell Robinson <Campbell.Robinson@npdc.govt.nz>

Sent: Tuesday, 9 April 2024 7:48 am

To: Aaron Edwards

Cc: Richard Watkins

Subject: RE: [#BTW230984.00]  NPPC Pre-app PAP23/00063

EXTERNAL MESSAGE 

Morning Aaron,  

 

I am generally comfortable with the notes. 

 

 

Ngā mihi 

 

Campbell Robinson 

Senior Planner (Consultant) 

New Plymouth District Council 

 

 

 

From: Aaron Edwards <aaron.edwards@btw.nz>  

Sent: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 7:27 AM 

To: Campbell Robinson <Campbell.Robinson@npdc.govt.nz> 

Cc: Richard Watkins <Richard.Watkins@npdc.govt.nz> 

Subject: RE: [#BTW230984.00] NPPC Pre-app PAP23/00063 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. To minimise cyber security risks, do not click on any links or open 

any attachments unless you are certain that the sender is legitimate. Please note that no legitimate sender will ever ask you for password 

details. 

Morning Campbell  

 

Did you have any feedback here or happy with summary points as is?  

 

Thanks 

 

AARON EDWARDS 
 

Manager Planning – Pou Whakamāhere Taiao Matua 
 

MNZPI 
 

+64 275 521 561
 

 

BTW   info@btw.nz   |   www.btw.nz   |  +64 6 759 5040
  

 

From: Aaron Edwards  

Sent: Wednesday, March 20, 2024 3:00 PM 

To: 'Campbell Robinson' <Campbell.Robinson@npdc.govt.nz> 

Cc: 'Richard Watkins' <Richard.Watkins@npdc.govt.nz>; 'Jonathan Marshall' 
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<treasurer@newplymouthpistolclub.org.nz> 

Subject: RE: [#BTW230984.00] NPPC Pre-app PAP23/00063 

 

Kia ora Campbell  

 

As discussed, the following provides a summary of key discussion points from today’s meeting.  

 

Loca�on: NPDC Civic Offices 

Date: 20 March 2024 

A endees:  

 NPDC: 

o Richard Watkins (Principal Planner) 

o Campbell Robinson (Senior Planner) 

 NPPC (applicant): 

o Jonathan Marshall (Treasurer)  

o Aaron Edwards (BTW Company) 

 

Key points:  

 NPPC is conAnuing to work with AcousAc Engineering Services (AES) to consolidate noise miAgaAon measures as 

part of the proposal. Development of the proposed two-storey building is central to noise miAgaAon measures.  

 The resource consent applicaAon will need to give due regard to noise levels received within the Future Urban 

Zone located on the opposite side of SH3.  

 Acknowledgement that membership numbers do not necessarily directly corelate to levels of acAvity on site 

(but equally acknowledgment that membership numbers may have been an appropriate historical indicator of 

intensity of use in the absence of specific management of range use). Intensity of use is to be captured through 

the resource consent applicaAon through specific management of range use in consultaAon with AES.  

 Visual impact of future buildings/development will need to be assessed accordingly within the applicaAon, to 

include consideraAon of Entrance Corridor maIers. The exisAng landscaping strip may provide sufficient 

miAgaAon noAng a good level of screening is achieved currently – important to confirm landscaping is located 

within the site (in order to rely on exisAng landscaping in miAgaAng effects). 

 ConsultaAon with NZTA is required. AE is to review previous communicaAons with NZTA undertaken by the 

NPPC to then iniAate consultaAon. 

 The suitability of the exisAng access and vehicle parking areas will need to be considered further in consultaAon 

with NZTA. If sealing car parking areas (or further modifying/compacAng), stormwater maIers will need to be 

addressed.   

 ConsultaAon with mana whenua will be required in relaAon to earthworks in proximity to the waterbody (and 

potenAally any proposed earthworks more generally across the wider site that do not comply with earthwork 

standards).  

 The acAvity is included on the MfE Hazardous AcAviAes and Industries List (HAIL) under C2 Gun clubs or rifle 

ranges, including clay targets clubs that use lead muni�ons outdoors. The NES-CS is a relevant maIer. BTW is to 

consider reporAng requirements under the NES-CS further.   

 The applicaAon will need to idenAfy and assess acAviAes (if any) that have previously occurred on site that 

required resource consent at the Ame of undertaking (for which consent was not obtained) with retrospecAve 

resource consent sought accordingly.    

 Acknowledgement that preparaAon of the resource consent applicaAon is not straight-forward but that NPPC is 

progressively working toward lodgement of the applicaAon. At this stage, a date for lodgement cannot be 

confirmed. NoAng work required above to include consultaAon, lodgement by the end of April would be a best-

case scenario. 

 

Please let me know any comments/correcAons/addiAons to the above.  

 

Ngā mihi  
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AARON EDWARDS 
 

Manager Planning – Pou Whakamāhere Taiao Matua 
 

MNZPI 
 

+64 275 521 561
 

 

BTW   info@btw.nz   |   www.btw.nz   |  +64 6 759 5040
  

 

From: Aaron Edwards  

Sent: Monday, March 18, 2024 11:49 PM 

To: Campbell Robinson <Campbell.Robinson@npdc.govt.nz> 

Cc: 'Richard Watkins' <Richard.Watkins@npdc.govt.nz>; Jonathan Marshall <treasurer@newplymouthpistolclub.org.nz> 

Subject: RE: [#BTW230984.00] NPPC Pre-app PAP23/00063 

 

Kia ora Campbell 

 

Please find attached a draft proposal and draft rule assessment to inform our discussion on Wednesday. This 

information is preliminary only. Please note a number of details in both documents are yet to be confirmed 

(generally in highlight). Please treat in confidence. 

 

The rule assessment identifies the following PDP rule non-compliances (I have not undertaken an assessment 

against the ODP yet):  

 GIZ-R15: Sport and recreation activities - Non-complying  

 GIZ-R17: Building activities (including relocation of a building) - Restricted Discretionary 

 WB-R4: Earthworks on a site containing or adjoining a natural waterbody - Restricted Discretionary 

 EW-R3: Earthworks for sport and recreation activities and/or EW-R13(2) Earthworks not otherwise 

provided for in this table – Restricted Discretionary 

 TRAN-R1: Roads and vehicle access points - Restricted Discretionary  

 ECOR-R6: Building activities (excluding demolition or removal of a structure) on sites adjoining an 

entrance corridor - Restricted Discretionary 

 ECOR-R7: Outdoor storage on sites adjoining an entrance corridor - Restricted Discretionary 

   

Of note, once noise mitigation measures are employed it is considered likely the activity will comply with the PDP 

noise standards. Compliance will be further considered by AES.  

 

It will be good to discuss retrospective aspects further. 

 

Look forward to discussing on Wednesday.  

 

Ngā mihi 

 

 

AARON EDWARDS 
 

Manager Planning – Pou Whakamāhere Taiao Matua 
 

MNZPI 
 

+64 275 521 561
 

 

BTW   info@btw.nz   |   www.btw.nz   |  +64 6 759 5040
  

 

From: Campbell Robinson <Campbell.Robinson@npdc.govt.nz>  

Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2024 1:23 PM 

To: Aaron Edwards <aaron.edwards@btw.nz> 

Cc: Richard Watkins <Richard.Watkins@npdc.govt.nz> 

Subject: RE: [#BTW230984.00] NPPC Pre-app PAP23/00063 
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EXTERNAL MESSAGE 

Thanks Aaron,  

 

Just confirming that we will have a draO proposal statement and preliminary rule assessment by tomorrow as 

previously outlined? 

 

 

Ngā mihi 
 

Campbell Robinson 

Senior Planner (Consultant) 

New Plymouth District Council 

 

 

 

From: Aaron Edwards <aaron.edwards@btw.nz>  

Sent: Wednesday, March 13, 2024 3:42 PM 

To: Campbell Robinson <Campbell.Robinson@npdc.govt.nz> 

Cc: Richard Watkins <Richard.Watkins@npdc.govt.nz>; Birgit Kuriger <Birgit.Kuriger@npdc.govt.nz> 

Subject: RE: [#BTW230984.00] NPPC Pre-app PAP23/00063 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. To minimise cyber security risks, do not click on any links or open 

any attachments unless you are certain that the sender is legitimate. Please note that no legitimate sender will ever ask you for password 

details. 

Hi Campbell  

 

On track for this meeting next week – could we move to 10:30?  

 

Jonathan Marshall, NPPC Treasurer, would also like to attend.  

 

I am preparing a draft proposal statement intending to circulate prior. Will put together a preliminary rule 

assessment as well.   

 

Ngā mihi   

 

AARON EDWARDS 
 

Manager Planning – Pou Whakamāhere Taiao Matua 
 

MNZPI 
 

+64 275 521 561
 

 

BTW   info@btw.nz   |   www.btw.nz   |  +64 6 759 5040
  

 

From: Campbell Robinson <Campbell.Robinson@npdc.govt.nz>  

Sent: Tuesday, March 5, 2024 10:40 AM 

To: Aaron Edwards <aaron.edwards@btw.nz> 

Cc: Richard Watkins <Richard.Watkins@npdc.govt.nz>; Birgit Kuriger <Birgit.Kuriger@npdc.govt.nz> 

Subject: RE: [#BTW230984.00] Pistol Club Visit, Tuesday 12, 2023 10AM 

 

EXTERNAL MESSAGE 
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Kia Ora Aaron, 

 

Thank you for the update and for confirmaAon that Council will be provided with a consent outline at some stage next 

week. We would expect that this will provide a broad project outline and iniAal assessment of relevant ODP and PDP 

consent maIers.  

 

To facilitate further progress, I propose we set up a meeAng for the week ending to discuss the proposed scope of the 

applicaAon and possible lodgement dates.  I will send a meeAng invite 

shortly.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                                   

 

Kind Regards 

 

Campbell 

 

Campbell Robinson 

Senior Planner (Consultant) 

New Plymouth District Council 

 

 

 

From: Aaron Edwards <aaron.edwards@btw.nz>  

Sent: Monday, March 4, 2024 3:22 PM 

To: Campbell Robinson <Campbell.Robinson@npdc.govt.nz> 

Cc: Richard Watkins <Richard.Watkins@npdc.govt.nz> 

Subject: RE: [#BTW230984.00] Pistol Club Visit, Tuesday 12, 2023 10AM 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. To minimise cyber security risks, do not click on any links or open 

any attachments unless you are certain that the sender is legitimate. Please note that no legitimate sender will ever ask you for password 

details. 

Hi Campbell  

 

As an update, we have prepared a draft proposal statement which is now with the client for review. We expect to 

be able to provide a draft in confidence next week following which I hope to further discuss with you consent 

requirements.  

 

Ngā mihi  

 

AARON EDWARDS 
 

Manager Planning – Pou Whakamāhere Taiao Matua 
 

MNZPI 
 

+64 275 521 561
 

 

BTW   info@btw.nz   |   www.btw.nz   |  +64 6 759 5040
  

 

From: Aaron Edwards  

Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2024 11:19 AM 

To: 'Campbell Robinson' <Campbell.Robinson@npdc.govt.nz> 

Cc: 'Richard Watkins' <Richard.Watkins@npdc.govt.nz> 

Subject: RE: [#BTW230984.00] Pistol Club Visit, Tuesday 12, 2023 10AM 

 

Kia ora Campbell 
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As discussed, I met with Jonathan Marshall and Mike O’Sullivan from NPPC on Thursday last week to discuss next 

steps in progressing consent requirements. The club is currently considering noise mitigation options as 

recommended by AES following their review of the MDA noise data.  

 

Our next action point is to prepare a proposal statement for the club to incorporate all club activities (buildings, 

access, membership, regular activities, events etc) and proposed mitigation measures. The intention of the 

proposal statement is to form the basis of any consent application. Once the statement is prepared it is my 

intention to then work with you to confirm consent requirements and prepare the application and supporting 

material accordingly.  

 

We are currently working toward preparing a draft proposal statement by the end of next week, Friday 1 March. I 

expect to be able to follow up with you the week after.   

 

Any queries please let me know.  

 

Ngā mihi  

 

AARON EDWARDS 
 

Manager Planning – Pou Whakamāhere Taiao Matua 
 

MNZPI 
 

+64 275 521 561
 

 

BTW   info@btw.nz   |   www.btw.nz   |  +64 6 759 5040
  

 

From: Aaron Edwards  

Sent: Thursday, February 15, 2024 8:52 AM 

To: 'Campbell Robinson' <Campbell.Robinson@npdc.govt.nz> 

Subject: RE: [#BTW230984.00] Pistol Club Visit, Tuesday 12, 2023 10AM 

 

Mōrena Campbell 

 

Missed your phone call yesterday.  

 

As an update, AES have recently completed their initial analysis of the MDA noise data obtained via LGOIMA 

request. We are now reviewing results and considering next steps. I am meeting with the club today to discuss 

further. I expect to contact you next week to discuss further.   

 

Ngā mihi     

 

AARON EDWARDS 
 

Manager Planning – Pou Whakamāhere Taiao Matua 
 

MNZPI 
 

+64 275 521 561
 

 

BTW   info@btw.nz   |   www.btw.nz   |  +64 6 759 5040
  

 

From: Campbell Robinson <Campbell.Robinson@npdc.govt.nz>  

Sent: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 3:06 PM 

To: Aaron Edwards <aaron.edwards@btw.nz> 

Subject: RE: [#BTW230984.00] Pistol Club Visit, Tuesday 12, 2023 10AM 

 

EXTERNAL MESSAGE 

Kia Ora Aaron, 
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I generally concur with the summary of the discussion as presented. A few points to emphasise: 

 

 I agree that “Other aspects associated with the expansion of the acAvity will need to be assessed as 

part of the resource consent applicaAon, notably in respect of transport maIers (e.g., vehicle 

movements, access safety). ConsultaAon with Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency will be required (with 

wriIen approval potenAally required). Other potenAal aspects to address include earthworks and 

buildings/structures. “    This should address any contaminaAon issues under the NESCS. 

 I am comfortable with the framing of the exisAng environment as per paragraphs 4.2-4.6 of the 

officer’s report under CRT23/44925. 

 As Richard previously menAoned, the LGOIMA is being process elsewhere in Council so I can’t 

comment t on the Aming of that. Rowan Williams is the key point for the process. 

 

Let me know if you need anything further. Happy to meet over the coming weeks to go over what will be the draO 

applicaAon and agree on consent triggers. 

 

 

Ngā mihi 

 

Campbell Robinson 

Senior Planner (Consultant) 

New Plymouth District Council 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Sent: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 10:16 AM 

To: 'Richard Watkins' <Richard.Watkins@npdc.govt.nz> 

Cc: 'Campbell Robinson' <Campbell.Robinson@npdc.govt.nz> 

Subject: RE: [#BTW230984.00] Pistol Club Visit, Tuesday 12, 2023 10AM 

 

Morning Richard  

 

Any feedback and/or indication of timeframe for comment on the below? Would like to keep the client updated.  

 

In the interim, are you able to provide the raw data sets for previous noise tesAng undertaken?  

 

Thanks  

 

AARON EDWARDS 
 

Manager Planning – Pou Whakamāhere Taiao Matua 
 

MNZPI 
 

+64 275 521 561
 

 

BTW   info@btw.nz   |   www.btw.nz   |  +64 6 759 5040
  

 

From: Aaron Edwards  

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2023 3:37 PM 

To: 'Richard Watkins' <Richard.Watkins@npdc.govt.nz>; Campbell Robinson <Campbell.Robinson@npdc.govt.nz> 

Cc: Jonathan Marshall <treasurer@newplymouthpistolclub.org.nz> 

Subject: RE: [#BTW230984.00] Pistol Club Visit, Tuesday 12, 2023 10AM 

Importance: High 

 

Hi Richard and Campbell 
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Thanks for attending yesterday’s meeting.  

 

The following provides a summary of key points discussed at the meeAng which focused on resource consent 

requirements:  

 

Loca�on: New Plymouth Pistol Club, 1206 Devon Road, Bell Block 

Date: 12 December 2023 

A endees:  

 NPDC: 

o Richard Watkins (Principal Planner) 

o Campbell Robinson (Senior Planner) 

o Damian Ellerton (Marshall Day AcousAcs) 

 NPPC (applicant): 

o Jonathan Marshall (Treasurer)  

o Mike O'Sullivan (President) 

o MarAn Phillips (Secretary) 

o Jeremy Trevathan (AcousAc Engineering Services) 

o Aaron Edwards (BTW Company) 

 

Key points:  

 PreparaAon of the resource consent applicaAon has not yet commenced.  

 Timing for lodgement of the resource consent applicaAon is yet to be confirmed (although the applicant intends 

to at least make substanAal progress in preparing the consent applicaAon prior to the Environment Court report 

order date of 29th March 2024). 

 A robust resource consent applicaAon will need to be prepared to address all relevant maIers. This should 

assist in reducing consent processing Ameframes.  

 NoAng the applicaAon for an exisAng use cerAficate (EUC) has been refused (CRT23/44925), the applicaAon will 

need to consent all those aspects of the acAvity that have not previously been consented and therefore be in 

part retrospecAve (noAng the applicaAon may include addiAonal scope/acAviAes to future proof the acAvity):  

o Based on the Officers Report for the EUC applicaAon, it is understood NPDC acknowledges the NPPC 

was lawfully established in 1983 with the scope of the acAvity involving up to 3 ranges and 

approximately 30 members – this forms as the ‘exisAng environment’ against which the acAvity is to be 

assessed (unless demonstrated otherwise as part of the consent applicaAon).  

o The resource consent applicaAon will need to assess addiAonal acAvity over and above the ‘exisAng 

environment’ against the current District Plan framework.  

 A key next step will be to confirm the District Plan non-compliances – recommended AE liaise with CR in a 

review capacity to confirm agreement in principle prior to lodgement of the consent applicaAon.  

 The site is located in the General Industrial Zone under the Proposed District Plan (PDP). The acAvity would 

likely meet the PDP definiAon of a Sport and RecreaAon AcAvity. Resource consent is required as a non-

complying acAvity for a Sport and RecreaAon AcAvity in the General Industrial Zone. Although the acAvity is 

exisAng (in terms of the ‘exisAng environment’ described above), resource consent would sAll be required as a 

non-complying acAvity due to the expansion of the acAvity – RW/CR to confirm.  

 Noise maIers:  

o NPDC to provide a copy of raw data from tesAng undertaken by Marshall Day AcousAcs.  

o JT to review data, work toward confirming noise levels for the acAvity to enable assessment against the 

PDP standards (noAng the relevant PDP rules are not under appeal) 

o JT to review noise miAgaAon opAons (if required) based on results, to include potenAal development of 

Noise Management Plan  

o OpAon for JT to liaise with DM in a review capacity to confirm agreed assessment 

methodology/approach, results and to develop miAgaAon opAons 
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 Other aspects associated with the expansion of the acAvity will need to be assessed as part of the resource 

consent applicaAon, notably in respect of transport maIers (e.g., vehicle movements, access safety). 

ConsultaAon with Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency will be required (with wriIen approval potenAally 

required). Other potenAal aspects to address include earthworks and buildings/structures.        

 There can be no predetermined outcome in terms of noAficaAon. The applicaAon will need to be assessed on its 

merits and will be subject to the noAficaAon tests under secAons 95A (public noAficaAon) and 95B (limited 

noAficaAon) – accordingly noAficaAon will depend on the scale of adverse effects when assessed against the 

relevant planning framework. Obtaining wriIen approvals from neighbours who support the acAvity would 

simplify the noAficaAon assessment (as any effects on those persons must be disregarded).  

 Recommended AE requests a copy of the property file from NPDC in part to confirm legal establishment of 

buildings. 

 

Please let me know any comments/correcAons/addiAons to the above.  

 

Ngā mihi  

 

AARON EDWARDS 
 

Manager Planning – Pou Whakamāhere Taiao Matua 
 

MNZPI 
 

+64 275 521 561
 

 

BTW   info@btw.nz   |   www.btw.nz   |  +64 6 759 5040
  

 

From: Aaron Edwards  

Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 12:56 PM 

To: Richard Watkins <Richard.Watkins@npdc.govt.nz> 

Cc: gandoff@xtra.co.nz; jp@aeservices.co.nz; Mark Utting <mark@uttinglaw.co.nz>; Campbell Robinson 

<Campbell.Robinson@npdc.govt.nz>; Susan Hughes <susan@bankchambers.co.nz>; Jade Magrath 

<Jade.magrath@ricespeir.co.nz>; Martin Phillips <secretary@newplymouthpistolclub.org.nz>; Avin Panchorie 

<admin@newplymouthpistolclub.org.nz>; Damien.morresey@npdc.govt.nz; Damian Ellerton 

<damian.ellerton@marshallday.co.nz>; 'Jonathan Marshall' <treasurer@newplymouthpistolclub.org.nz> 

Subject: RE: [#BTW230984.00] Pistol Club Visit, Tuesday 12, 2023 10AM 

 

Hi all  

 

Thanks for meeAng out on site this morning. As discussed, I will consolidate notes from the meeAng and forward for 

comment.  

 

In the interim, as discussed we would like to request the raw data sets for previous noise tesAng undertaken.  

 

Look forward to receiving and going forward from there. 

 

Ngā mihi   

 

AARON EDWARDS 
 

Manager Planning – Pou Whakamāhere Taiao Matua 
 

MNZPI 
 

+64 275 521 561
 

 

BTW   info@btw.nz   |   www.btw.nz   |  +64 6 759 5040
  

 

From: Jonathan Marshall <treasurer@newplymouthpistolclub.org.nz>  

Sent: Monday, December 11, 2023 7:28 AM 

To: Richard Watkins <Richard.Watkins@npdc.govt.nz> 

Cc: gandoff@xtra.co.nz; jp@aeservices.co.nz; Aaron Edwards <aaron.edwards@btw.nz>; Mark Utting 

<mark@uttinglaw.co.nz>; Campbell Robinson <Campbell.Robinson@npdc.govt.nz>; Susan Hughes 
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<susan@bankchambers.co.nz>; Jade Magrath <Jade.magrath@ricespeir.co.nz>; Martin Phillips 

<secretary@newplymouthpistolclub.org.nz>; Avin Panchorie <admin@newplymouthpistolclub.org.nz>; 

Damien.morresey@npdc.govt.nz; Damian Ellerton <damian.ellerton@marshallday.co.nz> 

Subject: [#BTW230984.00] Pistol Club Visit, Tuesday 12, 2023 10AM 

Importance: High 

 

EXTERNAL MESSAGE 

Good Morning people, 

 

Tomorrow, we the New Plymouth Pistol Club are hosAng your visit to our club. For your personal safety, we would like 

to make you aware of what will be required of you and what you will need. 

 

 Arrive in the carpark by about 10 am. Park your car against the buildings, you will see other cars there and 

follow that format. You do not need to back park, but if you wish to that is your choice. 

 You will need to have strong footwear for walking across uneven ground, 

 You can not wear any camo clothing at the club, 

 No one is allowed at the club if they have any criminal convicAons, 

 No one is allowed at the club if they associate with any gangs, 

 We will meet you in the car park and you should not venture from the car park All we meet you and bring you 

inside, The car park is a safe zone. 

 We will need you to sign the visitors’ book. This book is mandatory and is inspected by the police regularly. The 

record is kept by the club and will join our records from the late 1960’s. It is available to the execuAve and 

police when ever it is asked for. 

 AOer everyone has signed the book, we will start the inducAon of the club just inside the club rooms. 

 We will then go for a walk around the club introducing you to the club and our acAviAes. 

 Be aware the club is under major maintenance and the ground is uneven, we can discuss the reasons for our 

maintenance in our inducAon. 

 AOer the walk around, we will then go to our club rooms, have a tea or coffee, and begin our discussions. 

 If there are any members or police in the club not associated with our group, please refrain from conversing 

with them unless they approach you. 

 

If you have any quesAons before this event, please feel free to contact myself or our president Mike O’Sullivan. I expect 

our inducAon to be robust and enthusiasAc as we enjoy our club and our sport. If you have any quesAons as we walk 

around, we would appreciate answering them for you. This email includes the lawyers, but they are not expected to be 

at the meeAng, this email is for our “learned friends” informaAon. 

 

Many thanks for your aIendance to this. 

 

Kindest regards 
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The content of this email is confidential and may contain copyright information and/or be legally 

privileged. The information contained in this email is intended only for the recipient named in the email 

message. If this email is not intended for you, you must not use, read, distribute or copy it. If you have 

received this email message in error please notify the sender immediately and erase the original 

message and any attachments from your system. Thank you. 

 

Statements in this email and any attachments do not necessarily reflect the views of New Plymouth 

District Council. 

 

For more information about New Plymouth District Council, visit our website at www.npdc.govt.nz 

 

Are you a ratepayer? Did you know you can get your rates notices by email? Sign up now at 

www.npdc.govt.nz/home-and-property/rates-information/  

 

The content of this email is confidential and may contain copyright information and/or be legally 

privileged. The information contained in this email is intended only for the recipient named in the email 

message. If this email is not intended for you, you must not use, read, distribute or copy it. If you have 

received this email message in error please notify the sender immediately and erase the original 

message and any attachments from your system. Thank you. 

 

Statements in this email and any attachments do not necessarily reflect the views of New Plymouth 

District Council. 

 

For more information about New Plymouth District Council, visit our website at www.npdc.govt.nz 

 

Are you a ratepayer? Did you know you can get your rates notices by email? Sign up now at 

www.npdc.govt.nz/home-and-property/rates-information/  

 

The content of this email is confidential and may contain copyright information and/or be legally 

privileged. The information contained in this email is intended only for the recipient named in the email 

message. If this email is not intended for you, you must not use, read, distribute or copy it. If you have 

received this email message in error please notify the sender immediately and erase the original 

message and any attachments from your system. Thank you. 

 

Statements in this email and any attachments do not necessarily reflect the views of New Plymouth 

District Council. 

 

For more information about New Plymouth District Council, visit our website at www.npdc.govt.nz 
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Are you a ratepayer? Did you know you can get your rates notices by email? Sign up now at 

www.npdc.govt.nz/home-and-property/rates-information/  

 

The content of this email is confidential and may contain copyright information and/or be legally 

privileged. The information contained in this email is intended only for the recipient named in the email 

message. If this email is not intended for you, you must not use, read, distribute or copy it. If you have 

received this email message in error please notify the sender immediately and erase the original 

message and any attachments from your system. Thank you. 

 

Statements in this email and any attachments do not necessarily reflect the views of New Plymouth 

District Council. 

 

For more information about New Plymouth District Council, visit our website at www.npdc.govt.nz 

 

Are you a ratepayer? Did you know you can get your rates notices by email? Sign up now at 

www.npdc.govt.nz/home-and-property/rates-information/  

 

The content of this email is confidential and may contain copyright information and/or be legally 

privileged. The information contained in this email is intended only for the recipient named in the email 

message. If this email is not intended for you, you must not use, read, distribute or copy it. If you have 

received this email message in error please notify the sender immediately and erase the original 

message and any attachments from your system. Thank you. 

 

Statements in this email and any attachments do not necessarily reflect the views of New Plymouth 

District Council. 

 

For more information about New Plymouth District Council, visit our website at www.npdc.govt.nz 

 

Are you a ratepayer? Did you know you can get your rates notices by email? Sign up now at 

www.npdc.govt.nz/home-and-property/rates-information/  
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Aaron Edwards

From: Aaron Edwards

Sent: Saturday, 27 July 2024 11:54 am

To: Jonathan Marshall

Cc: Martin Phillips; Mike O'Sullivan; Avin Panchorie

Subject: FW: [#BTW230984.00]  Resource Consent Application - New Plymouth Pistol Club - 

1206 Devon Road, New Plymouth

Attachments: AC23328_01_R4_04_07_2024.pdf; 230984.00-SU-01-Sheets 1 Rev 0 Topo.pdf

12d Synergy: -1

Kia ora Jonathan  

 

The following provides a planning overview of the resource consent application in support of 

consultation with Te Atiawa Iwi.   

 

BTW Company (BTW) is assisting New Plymouth Pistol Club (NPPC) in preparing a land-use resource 

consent application to be submitted to New Plymouth Distrcit Council (NPDC) for the continued 

operation of the club as a sport and recreation activity on the site at 1206 Devon Road, Bell Block (legally 

described as: Lot 1 DP 19854) (Figures 1 and 2). Resource consent is sought in part on a retrospective 

basis. The application is to be lodged with NPDC on or before 2 August 2024 in order to comply with 

Environment Court proceedings.   

 

 
Figure 1: Site location  
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Figure 2: NPPC footprint 

 

Background 

 

The NPPC first established on the site in 1983. The club has since developed overtime with currently 

eight (8) outdoor ranges and one (1) indoor range in use and membership in the order of 150 members.  

 

In or around August 2021, NPDC began receiving regular noise complaints from the neighbouring site at 

1222 Devon Road. NPDC concluded the club did not have resource consent on the understanding noise 

generated from outdoor shooting activities did not comply with District Plan noise standards and that 

the club did not enjoy existing use rights pursuant to section 10 of the RMA. NPDC issued an abatement 

notice in August 2022, restricting NPPC hours to the following:  

 

 Tuesday, between 9 am and 4 pm 

 Wednesday, between 9 am and 4 pm  

 Thursday, between 5 pm and 8 pm 

 Saturday, between 9 am and 4 pm  

 Sunday, between 10 am and 4 pm.  

 

The abatement notice is currently under appeal.  

 

The applicant applied to NPDC for an Existing Use Certificate for the activity in February 2023 

(CRT23/44925). The application was refused on 22 June 2023 on the basis that the application did not 

satisfy the relevant tests under section 139A of the RMA. The NPDC decision report concluded the NPPC 

was lawfully established in 1983 with the scope of the activity involving up to three shooting ranges and 

approximately 30 members.  

 

Current Proposal  
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As above, NPPC is seeking resource consent (in part retrospective) for the continued operation of the 

club as a sport and recreation activity on the site.  

 

NPPC acknowledges NPDC’s position that the club was lawfully established in 1983 with the scope of 

the activity involving up to three (3) ranges and approximately 30 members. This forms as the existing 

environment against which the continued operation of the NPPC is to be assessed. With eight outdoor 

ranges and one indoor range in use and membership in the order of 150 members the NPPC activity has 

increased when compared to the existing environment.  

 

The current proposal has largely been developed on the basis of the recommended noise mitigation 

measures as set out in a noise report prepared in support of the application (attached). Figure 3 

demonstrates proposed noise mitigation measures.  

 

 
Figure 3: Proposed physical noise mitigation measures 

 

NPPC seeks resource consent to undertake shooting during opening hours from 9:00 am to 9:00 pm 

seven days a week (to include public holidays).  

 

Intensity of use is noted as follows on pages 4-5 in the Noise Report:  

 

 Typically, daily use may be 4 – 8 hours per day for all club and training use, with club members 

also using the facility on weekends, especially on Sunday when most events are held.  

 

 Use by other shooting clubs and open days for public or corporate events occur occasionally and 

is often on weekends or evenings.  

 

 Police will use the facility for training and certification as required, which is typically three days 

per month. The Armed O%enders Squad uses the Club approximately five times per year.  
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 Between 6 – 8 times a year the Club may operate a local or national competition with up to 160 

attendees for an average of three days. The competitions typically run between 0900 to 1700 

hours with some set-up testing from 0800 hours and some repairs and testing after 1700 hours in 

preparation for the competition on the next day.  

 

It is noted that the NPPC serves as the only outdoor shooting range available for police training purposes 

within the New Plymouth District. 

 

The NPPC currently has approximately 150 members. Membership numbers fluctuate over time. The 

number of members does not directly correlate to the intensity of use for the shooting ranges. The 

intensity of use is dictated by regular club activities and events. An increase in membership does not 

directly equate to an expansion of the activity. Accordingly, no limit to membership numbers is proposed 

or sought as part of the resource consent application.  

 

Proposed Works 

 

Proposed physical mitigation measures are as demonstrated in Figure 3. Site plans are currently being 

finalised to capture the mitigation measures and will be submitted in support of the application.  

 

Earthwork activity will be required to establish the mitigation measures. Estimated earthwork quantities 

are to be confirmed (following on from a recently completed topographic survey). Of particular note, the 

site plan set is to include a concept design for the 3m increase in height and extension for the bund along 

the eastern boundary adjoining the unnamed tributary (described further below). The concept design is 

to include an acoustic fence along the top of the bund to reduce the volume of earthworks required.  

 

Erosion and Sediment controls will be installed prior to commencement of any areas being disturbed to 

prevent any sediment discharges leaving the area of works. All exposed areas will be stabilised upon 

completion of earthworks by spreading topsoil and planting grass or covering with mulch or hardfill.  

 

District Plan  

 

The New Plymouth District Plan is currently under review with the Proposed District Plan – Appeals 

Version (PDP) to replace the Operative District Plan (ODP). The majority of PDP rules relevant to the 

NPPC activity are not under appeal and are operative. The following focuses on the PDP only.  

 

The site is located in the General Industrial Zone under the PDP (Figure 4).     
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Figure 4: PDP planning map. Wider site marked in black and white dash.  

 

The following overlays apply to the site:  

 Site of Significance to Māori and Archaeological Sites (Site ID: 566) 

 Entrance Corridor 

 Noise Control Boundary 

 Water Body (unnamed tributary)  

 Airport Flight Path Surface  

 Gas Transmission Pipeline 

 Gas Transmission Pipeline Corridor  

 State Highway - Limited Access 

 Indicative Road Transport Network 

 Designation (FGL-1 and NZTA-1).  

 

Waterbodies 

 

An unnamed tributary of the Mangaoraka Stream (Waiongana) runs parallel to the eastern boundary of 

the NPPC site before flowing through a culvert under SH3 (Figure 5).  The tributary is not listed as a 

Schedule 9 waterbody in the PDP. The Waiongana Stream and its tributaries are listed as an area subject 

to statutory acknowledgement under the Te Atiawa Claims Settlement Act 2016.  

 

Version: 1, Version Date: 02/08/2024
Document Set ID: 9312642



6

 
Figure 5: Unnamed tributary viewed from the road boundary (source: BTW, July 2024) 

 

Cultural and Historic Heritage Sites   

 

The surrounding area features a number of cultural and historic heritage sites recorded in the PDP to 

include the following as listed in Table 1 and shown in Figure 6 below. Site ID:448 is the closest recorded 

site with the verified extent located approximately 23 m from the NPPC site boundary.  

 

Table 1: Sites of Significance to Māori and archaeological sites in proximity to the site  

Site ID Location Site Description Mana Whenua Silent File Verified NZAA Ref 

448 
Devon Road, 

Bell Block 

Rongonui Pā or 

Rongorongonui Pā 
Puketapu No Yes 

Q19/113 

451 Devon Road, 

Bell Block 

Pahau Pā Puketapu No Yes Q19/116 

566 Devon Road, 

Bell Block 

Ikamoana Pā Puketapu No No Q19/243 

 

Version: 1, Version Date: 02/08/2024
Document Set ID: 9312642



7

 
Figure 6:  Sites of Significance to Māori and archaeological sites in proximity to the site  

 

Resource Consent Requirements  

 

Overall resource consent is required as a non-complying activity in accordance with Rule GIZ-R15 for a 

sport and recreation activity in the General Industrial Zone (on the basis of an expansion to the activity 

when compared to the existing environment).  

 

Of note, resource consent will be required as a restricted discretionary activity under the following rules: 

 WB-R4 Earthworks on a site containing or adjoining a natural waterbody 

o Earthworks will be undertaken within 10m of the bank of the unnamed tributary 

associated with the extension and height increase for the Range 1 bund. 

 EW-R3 Earthworks for sport and recreation activities and EW-R10 Earthworks for building 

activities 

o Earthwork activity will not comply with the 1.5m fill height or cut depth standard under 

EW-S2. 

 

Resource consent is not expected to be required in relation to sites and areas of significance to Māori. 

No earthwork activity is expected to occur within 50 m from the recorded extent for Site ID: 448 (Figure 

7).  
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Figure 7: PDP map showing 50 m extent for Site ID: 448.  

  

The National Environmental Standard for Assessing and Managing Contaminants in Soil to Protect 

Human Health (NES-CS) controls the activities on land where an activity on the Hazardous Activities and 

Industries List (HAIL) is being carried out, has been carried out, or is more than likely than not have been 

carried out. Outdoor shooting ranges are included on the HAIL (C.2. Gun clubs or rifle ranges, including 

clay targets clubs that use lead munitions outdoors). The NES-CS is a relevant matter. A PSI is currently 

being prepared and will be submitted in support of the application once finalised. Depending on the PSI 

findings, resource consent may be required under the NES-CS. Any earthwork activity will be managed in 

accordance with the recommendations of the PSI.  

 

Next Steps 

 

As noted, NPPC is working toward lodgement of the consent application on or before 2 August 2024. A 

copy of the application is able to be forwarded at the time of lodgement.   

 

Look forward to feedback. Feel free to contact me with any queries.  

 

Ngā mihi 

 

AARON EDWARDS Manager Planning – Pou Whakamāhere Taiao Matua 
 

MNZPI 
  

  

Office: +64 6 759 5040 | Mobile: +64 275 521 561
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Ngāmotu – New Plymouth 
179-181 Courtenay Street, PO Box 551, New Plymouth 4340,  +64 6 759 5040
 
Kirikiriroa – Hamilton 
517 Anglesea Street, PO Box 1229, Hamilton 3240, +64 7 595 0020 
 
Taupō 
12 Ashwood Avenue, Taupō 3330 
 
info@btw.nz  |  www.btw.nz   
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Aaron Edwards

From: Aaron Edwards

Sent: Saturday, 27 July 2024 10:51 am

To: Environmental Planning

Subject: [#BTW230984.00]  Resource Consent Application - New Plymouth Pistol Club - 1206 

Devon Road, New Plymouth

Attachments: MOT vehicle crossing approval 1983.PDF; AC23328_01_R4_04_07_2024.pdf; 230984.00-

SU-01-Sheets 1 Rev 0 Topo.pdf

Tēnā koe 

 

We seek to consult on behalf of the New Plymouth Pistol Club (NPPC) in regard to a land-use resource 

consent application to be submitted to New Plymouth Distrcit Council (NPDC) for the continued 

operation of the club as a sport and recreation activity on the site at 1206 Devon Road, Bell Block (legally 

described as: Lot 1 DP 19854) (Figures 1 and 2). Resource consent is sought in part on a retrospective 

basis. The following provides an overview of the consent background and current proposal.  

 

 
Figure 1: Site location  
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Figure 2: NPPC footprint 

 

Background 

 

The NPPC first established on the site in 1983. A vehicle access point was approved at that time for the 

activity (see attached).  

 

In or around August 2021, NPDC began receiving regular noise complaints from the neighbouring site at 

1222 Devon Road. NPDC concluded the club did not have resource consent on the understanding noise 

generated from outdoor shooting activities did not comply with District Plan noise standards and that 

the club did not enjoy existing use rights pursuant to section 10 of the RMA. NPDC issued an abatement 

notice in August 2022, restricting NPPC hours to the following:  

 

 Tuesday, between 9 am and 4 pm 

 Wednesday, between 9 am and 4 pm  

 Thursday, between 5 pm and 8 pm 

 Saturday, between 9 am and 4 pm  

 Sunday, between 10 am and 4 pm.  

 

The applicant applied to NPDC for an Existing Use Certificate for the activity in February 2023 

(CRT23/44925). The application was refused on 22 June 2023 on the basis that the application did not 

satisfy the relevant tests under section 139A of the RMA. The NPDC decision report concluded the NPPC 

was lawfully established in 1983 with the scope of the activity involving up to three shooting ranges and 

approximately 30 members.  

 

Current Proposal  
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As above, NPPC is seeking resource consent (in part retrospective) for the continued operation of the 

club as a sport and recreation activity on the site.  

 

NPPC acknowledges NPDC’s position that the club was lawfully established in 1983 with the scope of 

the activity involving up to three (3) ranges and approximately 30 members. This forms as the existing 

environment against which the continued operation of the NPPC is to be assessed. With eight (8) current 

outdoor ranges and one (1) indoor range in use and membership in the order of 150 members the NPPC 

activity has increased when compared to the existing environment.  

 

The current proposal has largely been developed on the basis of the recommended noise mitigation 

measures as set out in a noise report prepared in support of the application (attached). Figure 3 

demonstrates proposed noise mitigation measures.  

 

 
Figure 3: Proposed physical noise mitigation measures 

 

NPPC seeks resource consent to undertake shooting during opening hours from 9:00 am to 9:00 pm 

seven days a week (to include public holidays).  

 

Intensity of use is noted as follows on pages 4-5 in the Noise Report:  

 

 Typically, daily use may be 4 – 8 hours per day for all club and training use, with club members 

also using the facility on weekends, especially on Sunday when most events are held.  

 

 Use by other shooting clubs and open days for public or corporate events occur occasionally and 

is often on weekends or evenings.  

 

 Police will use the facility for training and certification as required, which is typically three days 

per month. The Armed O%enders Squad uses the Club approximately five times per year.  
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 Between 6 – 8 times a year the Club may operate a local or national competition with up to 160 

attendees for an average of three days. The competitions typically run between 0900 to 1700 

hours with some set-up testing from 0800 hours and some repairs and testing after 1700 hours in 

preparation for the competition on the next day.  

 

It is noted that the NPPC serves as the only outdoor shooting range available for police training purposes 

within the New Plymouth District. 

 

The NPPC currently has approximately 150 members. Membership numbers fluctuate over time. The 

number of members does not directly correlate to the intensity of use for the shooting ranges. The 

intensity of use is dictated by regular club activities and events. An increase in membership does not 

directly equate to an expansion of the activity. Accordingly, no limit to membership numbers is proposed 

or sought as part of the resource consent application.  

 

Transport Environment  

 

No change to the existing site access or parking areas is proposed.  

 

Figures 4-7 demonstrate the site access and general car park area. The site is accessed via an existing 

sealed crossing onto SH3. The access extends approximately 13 m from the carriageway to a metal 

chain-link gate to which entry is controlled by swipe card access. The access leads to a metalled 

unmarked parking area in front of the main block building. Additional parking is available to the rear of 

the clubroom building and eastern lawn area as required. No on-street parking is available along SH3. All 

vehicles park on site.  

 

Vehicle movements vary throughout the week to coincide with regular opening hours and club events. 

The NPPC does not accommodate more than 200 people at any one time and therefore does not meet 

the Proposed District Plan (PDP) definition of a High Trip Generator Activity.  
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Figure 4: Existing site layout 

 

 
Figure 5: Existing site access point (source: BTW, July 2024) 
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Figure 6:  Existing site entrance (source: BTW, July 2024) 

 

 
Figure 7: Unmarked parking area (source: BTW, July 2024) 

 

District Plan  

 

The New Plymouth District Plan is currently under review with the Proposed District Plan – Appeals 

Version (PDP) to replace the Operative District Plan (ODP). The majority of PDP rules relevant to the 

NPPC activity are not under appeal and are operative. The following focuses on the PDP only.  

 

The site is located in the General Industrial Zone under the PDP (Figure 8).     
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Figure 8: PDP planning map. Wider site marked in black and white dash.  

 

The following overlays apply to the site:  

 Site of Significance to Māori and Archaeological Sites (Site ID: 566) 

 Entrance Corridor 

 Noise Control Boundary 

 Water Body (unnamed tributary)  

 Airport Flight Path Surface  

 Gas Transmission Pipeline 

 Gas Transmission Pipeline Corridor  

 State Highway - Limited Access 

 Indicative Road Transport Network 

 Designation (FGL-1 and NZTA-1).  

 

Overall resource consent is required as a non-complying activity in accordance with Rule GIZ-R15 for a 

sport and recreation activity in the General Industrial Zone (on the basis of an expansion to the activity 

when compared to the existing environment).  

 

In terms of traHic non-compliances, the proposal requires resource consent as a restricted discretionary 

activity under Rule TRAN-R1 Roads and vehicle access points due to non-compliances with transport 

eHects standards (due to technical non-compliances in retaining the existing site layout) and as a 

discretionary activity under Rule TRAN-R10 Vehicle access points onto a state highway (due to an 

increase in the use of the existing access point when compared to the existing environment).   

  

Safety Improvements  

 

NZTA has previously consulted NPPC in relation to Te Ara Tūtohu Waitara to Bell Block safety 

improvements. NPPC understands a median barrier is proposed to be installed in the vicinty of the site 

with access likely be restricted to left turn entry and exit.  
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Next Steps 

 

NPPC is working toward lodgement of the consent application on or before 2 August 2024. A copy of the 

application will be forwarded to NZTA at the time of lodgement.   

 

Look forward to feedback. Feel free to contact me with any queries.  

 

Ngā mihi 

 

AARON EDWARDS Manager Planning – Pou Whakamāhere Taiao Matua 
 

MNZPI 
  

  

Office: +64 6 759 5040 | Mobile: +64 275 521 561
  

 

 

Ngāmotu – New Plymouth 
179-181 Courtenay Street, PO Box 551, New Plymouth 4340,  +64 6 759 5040
 
Kirikiriroa – Hamilton 
517 Anglesea Street, PO Box 1229, Hamilton 3240, +64 7 595 0020 
 
Taupō 
12 Ashwood Avenue, Taupō 3330 
 
info@btw.nz  |  www.btw.nz   
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Aaron Edwards

From: Environmental Planning <EnvironmentalPlanning@nzta.govt.nz>

Sent: Friday, 2 August 2024 11:45 am

To: Aaron Edwards

Subject: Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency - Case Ref # -  Application-2024-0960 - A new 

Environmental Planning request has been logged CRM:0093153955

EXTERNAL MESSAGE 

Dear Aaron Edwards, 
  

Thank you for your application. Your reference : #BTW230984.00, 
  

Your application has been assigned to the Environmental Planning Team and you should expect to receive a response 

within the next 20 working days. If you have any further queries or concerns on this matter, please do not hesitate to 

contact us via email quoting case ref: Application-2024-0960 or visit our website.   

  

 Note: Due to the high work loads of our team there maybe a delay in our response.  

  

Kind Regards, 

 

Environmental Planning Team  

Transport Services 

E environmentalplanning@nzta.govt.nz / w http://www.nzta.govt.nz   

This message, together with any attachments, may contain information that is classified and/or subject 

to legal privilege. Any classification markings must be adhered to. If you are not the intended recipient, 

you must not peruse, disclose, disseminate, copy or use the message in any way. If you have received 

this message in error, please notify us immediately by return email and then destroy the original 

message. This communication may be accessed or retained by Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency for 

information assurance purposes.  
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New Plymouth Pistol Club Inc, 1206 Devon Road, Bell Block  230984 

 

  

65 02/08/2024 
 

APPENDIX I RANGE SAFETY ORDERS  

 

Version: 1, Version Date: 02/08/2024
Document Set ID: 9312642



Page 1 New Plymouth Pistol Club Inc.: Range Standing Orders 24 July 2024. 

 

 

New Plymouth Pistol Club Inc. 
1220 Devon Road, Bell Block.  

NEW PLYMOUTH. 

 

 
 RANGE STANDING ORDERS  

1. New Plymouth Pistol Club Inc. 
2. Range Name: New Plymouth Pistol Club Range Complex 

3. Dated: 24th July 2024 

Range Standing Orders are written to ensure all Club Members and users are aware of the 
conditions that apply to these ranges. 

 
Safety MUST be your prime consideration when using the New Plymouth Pistol Club 
Inc. Club Ranges. 

 

All persons not involved in the match being shot are to remain at least 1m behind the 
shooting line or starting position and must remain quiet so as not to interfere with the giving 
of instructions by any Range Officers 

 

4.   Introduction: 
 

• The range complex is situated 1220 Devon Road, Bell Block, New Plymouth.  
• The land is owned by XXXXX. 
• Legal title: Lot1 DP XXXX. 
• These orders are applicable to ALL PERSONS who enter the property administered by 

the New Plymouth Inc. 
• These orders are to be promulgated to all New Plymouth Pistol Club Inc. members 

and all other user organisations. 
• A Copy of these orders are to be permanently displayed on the club notice board. 
• RSOs are written to ensure all users are aware of the conditions of use that apply to 

these ranges. 
• Hours of operation are from XXXXX. 
• Every person who enters the New Plymouth Pistol Club range complex is to sign the 

register upon arrival. 
• Visitors are to be directed to where, a copy of these Range Standing Orders are 

available to be read. Range Standing Orders are written to ensure all Club Members 
and users are aware of the conditions that apply to these ranges. 

• The signing of the range register acknowledges that the user has read, understood 
and accepted the Range Standing Orders and the specific Pistol Discipline rules or 
specified Rifle or Shotgun or Black Powder rules posted on each range. 

• Access and use of these ranges is for New Plymouth Pistol Club Inc. Members, 
Associate Members and visitors under direct control of an Officer on Duty/Range 
Officer. 

• All users are to read these standing orders. 
• All pistol shooters must either hold a B endorsement on their firearms licence or be 

under the direct supervision of a holder of a firearms licence with a B endorsement. 
• Firearms may only be handled at this range complex under the following 

circumstances. 
[a]  In the designated and approved Safety Zone or designated loading & unloading 

tables. 

[b] On the range under the supervision of a Range Officer or other approved match 
official. 
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5.  Responsibility: 
 

• The Shooting Range Operator is the New Plymouth Pistol Club Inc.  
• The New Plymouth Pistol Club Inc. Committee is responsible for the administration, 

allocation, and ongoing maintenance of all ranges, and are also responsible for 
ensuring that all members are familiar with and abide with these Range Standing 
Orders. 

 

6.  Compliance with Range Standing Orders (RSOs). 
 

• All users of the range are subject to these RSOs. 
• User organisations permitted use of these facilities will have their approval withdrawn 

if they do not adhere to these RSOs. 

7.  Location: 
 

• The range complex is located at Topo 50 Map No. BH29 New Plymouth. 

• NZTM Reference: E 1702272 N5679717 

• Address: 1220 Devon Road Bell Block. New Plymouth. 

 

8. Approved range users and Priority of use: 
 

• The following is the order of priority for the use of the New Plymouth Pistol Club 
ranges and no other individual may use the range unless they are fully authorised 
members of one of the associations listed below. 

[a] Members of the New Plymouth Pistol Club Inc. 
[b] Members of Pistol NZ (PNZ). 
[c] Members of the NZ Police for firearms training (see NZ Police Annex B). 
[d] No. 8 Squadron, NZCF, New Plymouth (see NZCF Annex B). 
[e] Pest Control contractors approved by the New Plymouth Pistol Club 

Committee. 
[f] Other users as approved by the New Plymouth Pistol Club Committee. 

 

• The range is not to be allocated for use by non-members or non-affiliated 
organisations without the express authority of the President of the New Plymouth 
Pistol Club Inc. 

 

9. Warning flags-Danger signs. 
 

• Red range flag MUST be positioned at the following point and is to be hoisted 
prior to commencement of any live firing: 

• The minimum flag size is 1200mm x 600mm. 
[a] Flag/Sign; Gate entrance on Devon Road NZTM E1702272 N5679717. 

[b] Flag; On hilltop behind range eight 
[c] Sign; The entrance gate to each covered firing point. 

[d] Sign; Boundary fence at not greater than 50m intervals 

• The warning flags must be lowered when the range is closed. 
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10. Description of individual ranges and conditions of use: 

 

• The complex has Eight (8) Outdoor "No Danger Area Ranges" and One (1) 
Indoor “No Danger Area Range”. 

• Ranges are restricted to the firing of the following firearms: 

 

➢ Range 1: 25-Metre, Outdoor, Multi Discipline No Danger Area Range. 

Restrictions: Range 1. 

 
[a] Pistols up to and including .45 Calibre with a maximum muzzle velocity no greater than 

1600fps. 
[b] Rifles firing pistol calibres up to and including .45 Calibre with a maximum muzzle 

velocity no greater than 2148fps. 
[c] Rifles up to and including .223in / 5.56mm Calibre with a maximum muzzle velocity no 

greater than 3280fps (1000m/s) and a maximum muzzle energy no greater than 1844ft-
lb (2500 Joules). 

[d] Black Powder firearms up to and including .75 Calibre with a maximum muzzle velocity 
no greater than 2148fps. 

[e] Shotguns up to and including 12 gauge with a maximum muzzle velocity no greater than 
2000fps. 

 

Conditions of Use: Range 1. 
 

• Approved for all PNZ Shooting Disciplines, excluding Silhouette pistol. 

• Shooting into side backstops (to the left and right) is only permitted from a maximum 

range of 10 metres with a target centre height of 500mm (the side backstop must be 

a minimum of 2.5 metres high).   

➢  
Range 2: 20-Metre Outdoor, Multi Discipline No Danger Area Range. 
Restrictions: Range 2. 

 
[a] Pistols up to and including .45 Calibre with a maximum muzzle velocity no greater than 

1600fps. 
[b] Rifles firing pistol calibres up to and including .45 Calibre with a maximum muzzle 

velocity no greater than 2148fps. 
[c] Rifles up to and including .223in / 5.56mm Calibre with a maximum muzzle velocity no 

greater than 3280fps (1000m/s) and a maximum muzzle energy no greater than 1844ft-
lb (2500 Joules). 

[d] Black Powder firearms up to and including .75 Calibre with a maximum muzzle velocity 
no greater than 2148fps. 

[e] Shotguns up to and including 12 gauge with a maximum muzzle velocity no greater than 
2000fps. 

 

Conditions of Use: Range 2 

 

• Approved for all PNZ Shooting Disciplines, excluding Silhouette pistol. 
• Shooting into side backstops (to the left and right) is only permitted from a maximum 

range of 10 metres with a target centre height of 500mm (the side backstop must be 

a minimum of 2.5 metres high). 
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➢  
Range 3: 25-Metre Outdoor, Multi Discipline No Danger Area Range. 

Restrictions: Range 3. 
 

[a] Pistols up to and including .45 Calibre with a maximum muzzle velocity no greater than 
1600fps. 

[b] Rifles firing pistol calibres up to and including .45 Calibre with a maximum muzzle 
velocity no greater than 2148fps. 

[c] Rifles up to and including .223in / 5.56mm Calibre with a maximum muzzle velocity no 
greater than 3280fps (1000m/s) and a maximum muzzle energy no greater than 1844ft-
lb (2500 Joules). 

[d] Black Powder firearms up to and including .75 Calibre with a maximum muzzle velocity 
no greater than 2148fps. 

[e] Shotguns up to and including 12 gauge with a maximum muzzle velocity no greater than 
2000fps. 

 

Conditions of Use: Range 3 

 

• Approved for all PNZ Shooting Disciplines, excluding Silhouette pistol. 
• Shooting into side backstops (to the left and right) is only permitted from a maximum 

range of 10 metres with a target centre height of 500mm (the side backstop must be 

a minimum of 2.5 metres high).   

 

➢ Range 4: 25-Metre Outdoor, Multi Discipline No Danger Area Range. 
Restrictions: Range 4. 

 
[a] Pistols up to and including .45 Calibre with a maximum muzzle velocity no greater than 

1600fps. 
[b] Rifles firing pistol calibres up to and including .45 Calibre with a maximum muzzle 

velocity no greater than 2148fps. 
[c] Rifles up to and including .223in / 5.56mm Calibre with a maximum muzzle velocity no 

greater than 3280fps (1000m/s) and a maximum muzzle energy no greater than 1844ft-
lb (2500 Joules). 

[d] Black Powder firearms up to and including .75 Calibre with a maximum muzzle velocity 
no greater than 2148fps. 

[e] Shotguns up to and including 12 gauge with a maximum muzzle velocity no greater than 
2000fps. 

 

Conditions of Use: Range 4. 
 

• Approved for all PNZ Shooting Disciplines, excluding Silhouette pistol. 
• Shooting into side backstops (to the left and right) is only permitted from a maximum 

range of 10 metres with a target centre height of 500mm (the side backstop must be 

a minimum of 2.5 metres high).   

 

➢ Range 5: 50-Metre Outdoor, Multi Discipline No Danger Area Range. 
Restrictions: Range 5. 

 
[a] Pistols up to and including .45 Calibre with a maximum muzzle velocity no greater than 

2250fps. 
[b] Rifles firing pistol calibres up to and including .45 Calibre with a maximum muzzle 

velocity no greater than 2800fps. 
[c] Rifles up to and including .223in / 5.56mm Calibre with a maximum muzzle velocity no 

greater than 3280fps (1000m/s) and a maximum muzzle energy no greater than 1844ft-
lb (2500 Joules). 
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[d] Black Powder firearms up to and including .75 Calibre with a maximum muzzle velocity 
no greater than 2148fps. 

[e] Shotguns up to and including 12 gauge with a maximum muzzle velocity no greater than 
2000fps. 

 

Conditions of Use: Range 5. 
 

• Approved for all PNZ Shooting Disciplines, excluding Silhouette pistol. 
• Shooting into side backstops (to the left and right) is only permitted from a maximum 

range of 10 metres with a target centre height of 500mm (the side backstop must be 

a minimum of 2.5 metres high).   

 
➢ Range 6: 50-Metre Outdoor, Multi Discipline No Danger Area Range. 

Restrictions: Range 6. 

 
[a] Pistols up to and including .45 Calibre with a maximum muzzle velocity no greater than 

2250fps. 
[b] Rifles firing pistol calibres up to and including .45 Calibre with a maximum muzzle 

velocity no greater than 2800fps. 
[c] Rifles up to and including .223in / 5.56mm Calibre with a maximum muzzle velocity no 

greater than 3280fps (1000m/s) and a maximum muzzle energy no greater than 1844ft-
lb (2500 Joules). 

[d] Black Powder firearms up to and including .75 Calibre with a maximum muzzle velocity 
no greater than 2148fps. 

[e] Shotguns up to and including 12 gauge with a maximum muzzle velocity no greater than 
2000fps. 

 

Conditions of Use: Range 6. 

 

• Approved for all PNZ Shooting Disciplines, excluding Silhouette pistol. 
• Down range shooting only. 

 
➢ Range 7: 35-Metre Outdoor, Multi Discipline No Danger Area Range.  

Restrictions: Range 7. 
 

[a] Pistols up to and including .45 Calibre with a maximum muzzle velocity no greater than 
2250fps. 

[b] Rifles firing pistol calibres up to and including .45 Calibre with a maximum muzzle 
velocity no greater than 2800fps. 

[c] Rifles up to and including .223in / 5.56mm Calibre with a maximum muzzle velocity no 
greater than 3280fps (1000m/s) and a maximum muzzle energy no greater than 1844ft-
lb (2500 Joules). 

[d] Black Powder firearms up to and including .75 Calibre with a maximum muzzle velocity 
no greater than 2148fps. 

[e] Shotguns up to and including 12 gauge with a maximum muzzle velocity no greater than 
2000fps. 

 

Conditions of Use: Range 7. 

 

• Approved for all PNZ Shooting Disciplines, excluding Silhouette pistol. 
• Down range shooting only. 
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➢ Range 8: 100-Metre Outdoor (Baffled) No Danger Area Range. 
Restrictions: Range 8. 
 
[a] Pistols up to and including .45 Calibre with a maximum muzzle velocity no greater than 

2250fps. 
[b] Rifles firing pistol calibres up to and including .45 Calibre with a maximum muzzle 

velocity no greater than 2800fps. 
[c] Rifles up to and including .8mm Calibre with a maximum muzzle velocity no greater than 

3280fps (1000m/s) and a maximum muzzle energy no greater than 3250ft-lb (4406 
Joules). 

[d] Black Powder firearms up to and including .75 Calibre with a maximum muzzle velocity 
no greater than 2148fps. 

[e] Shotguns up to and including 12 gauge with a maximum muzzle velocity no greater than 
2000fps. 

[f] Pest controller’s holding the appropriate endorsement may use prohibited firearms and 
magazines up to and including 8.6mm (0.338inch) with a maximum muzzle velocity of 
4000fps. 

 

Conditions of Use: Range 8. 
 

• Approved for all PNZ Shooting Disciplines. 

• Down range shooting only. 

 

➢ Range 9: 10-Metre Indoor, Airgun, No Danger Area Range. 
Restrictions: Range 9. 

 
[a] Air pistols and air rifles up to and including .177 Calibre. 

 

Conditions of Use: Range 9. 
 

• Down range shooting only. 

•          Firing lead projectiles only. 
•          Paper targets only. 

 

11. Range safety roles: 
 

• An Officer on Duty/Range Officer. (RO) must be on duty whenever the range is in use. 

• The RO shall be: 
1. A person approved by the New Plymouth Pistol Club Inc. Committee, shall hold a firearms  
2. licence, and be appropriately trained in shooting range safety management and the discipline  

being undertaken. 
3. Any other qualified safety officer may be appointed as required by match rules. 

 

12. Range safety rules: 

 

• Safety of the range is the responsibility of all range users. 
• The RO is responsible for ensuring that the range is safe for use prior to the 

commencement of any shooting activity: 
[a] That the bullet catcher is in good repair. 
[b] That only approved or authorised targets are used on the range. 
[c] Firearm and ammunition restrictions are adhered to. 
[d] That there is no person(s) or activity in the danger area. 
[e] That hearing & eye protection is used by all range users and spectators. 
[f] The safety rules for individual shooting disciplines are to be complied with in  

conjunction with these RSOs. Where individual safety rules may contradict these 
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RSOs, the RSOs are to take precedence. Club executives are to seek a satisfactory 

and safe resolution to eliminate this situation and where necessary amend RSOs. 
 

THE FOLLOWING SAFETY RULES ARE EMPHASISED. 
 

• When a Range is in use it shall at all times be under the control of an RO, whose 
authority is absolute and all persons on the Range shall act under his or her direction. 

• The RO shall be responsible for the observance of these rules and for the reporting of 
any breach to the Club Committee without delay. 

• Firearms are not to be handled unless under the control of an RO or in an approved 
and designated Safety Zone. 

• No pistol shooting shall take place on the range except under the control of a RO 
holding the appropriate RO qualification. 

• Loaded firearms must be pointed down-range at all times. 
• Do not leave firearms unattended at any time. 
• Firearms that are not your own are not to be touched without owner’s consent. 
• Firearms are not to be loaded unless under the direct control of an RO. 
• Firearms are not to be handled while people are forward of the firing line. 
• Pistols are not to be placed loaded in a holster unless the shooter is holster qualified 

and then only under the direction of a qualified RO. 
• No firearm may be removed from the firing point until it has been checked and verified 

by the RO as being clear. 

• When using handguns All new members or members without a “B” endorsement on 
their firearms licence must be under the direct (one on one) supervision of a member 
with a “B” endorsement on their firearms licence. 

• Pistols must be cased or holstered with rifles and Shotguns covered or with a 
chamber flag inserted, at all times when moving about the range, unless under the 
control of an RO except as part of an action match. 

• Where a Safety Zone has been declared, firearms may be cleaned, repaired or tested 
by cycling or dry firing ONLY in this zone. Ammunition or anything resembling 
ammunition including dummy or drill rounds is NOT PERMITTED TO BE HANDLED 
in any Safety Zone UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES. 

 

13. New ammunition use: 

 

• If a new type of ammunition is proposed for use on the range, it must be approved for 
use by the SRO. Before inclusion in the RSOs, the requirements of section 34 of 
these orders are to be adhered to. 

 

PROHIBITED AMMUNITION 
• The following ammunition must NOT be used on any range administered by the New 

Plymouth Pistol Club Inc.: 
[a] Tracer ammunition 
[b] Incendiary ammunition 
[c] Armour piercing ammunition. 
[d] Explosive ammunition (all types) 
[e] Air pistols pellets containing steel / copper / tungsten inserts. 

[f] Steel shot on steel targets. 

 

14. Targets / New target systems: 
• Only all approved Pistol NZ targets are to be used. 
• Standard target centre height for soft targets is 1.2 metres off the floor of the range. 
• All targets should be placed close to the bullet catcher, backstop or side backstop. 

Where this is not possible, mobile bullet catchers are to be used. 
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• The Officer on Duty/Range Officer is to ensure that the target system is set so that no 
projectiles can escape the active range area. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE: 
• All range users are to ensure that in the interests of safety, targets are placed as 

close as possible to the approved backstop or side backstop in order to reduce the 
possibility of ricochets. 

 

15. Steel plate targets: 

 

• ONLY Approved steel plate targets may be used on the New Plymouth Pistol Club 

Ranges. 
• The minimum grade is Bisloy grade 450 or higher. (Refer to PNZ Steel Target Safe 

Use Guide). 
• All steel targets to be inspected by the Officer on Duty/Range Officer prior to use. 

• All non-reactive steel plate targets to be set at a forward sloping angle of 15 degree 

from the vertical to reduce the possibility of ricochets. 

• Steel targets are to be place as close as practical to the backstop. 
• Shrouds may need to be used where steel targets are placed more than 1 metre from 

the backstop/bullet catcher. 
 

16. Moving targets: 
 

• The SRO is to approve any moving targets set up before use. 

• For moving targets at ranges of 25 metres or closer, left and right arcs are to be 
indicated by brightly painted posts. Firing outside of these arcs is strictly prohibited. 

 

17. Minimum safe engagement distances: 
 

• The MINIMUM distance permitted for engaging a steel target is as list in competition 
rules and the PNZ Steel target safe use guide: 

7 metres IPSC Handgun. 

7 metres IPSC Pistol Carbine. 
5 metres IPSC Mini Rifle.  
50 metres IPSC Rifle. 
8 metres IPSC Shotgun (Birdshot & Buckshot). 
50 metres IPSC Shotgun (Lead solids slugs).  
5 yards CAS Pistol. 
7 yards CAS Shotgun.  
13 yards CAS Rifle. 
10 yards NRA Pistol. 

 

• Under no circumstances are shotguns using steel shot to be used on steel plate 

targets. 
• All steel plate targets to be set in a manner that will reduce the possibility of ricochets 

with non-reactive plates set at a minimum forward sloping angle of 15 degrees. 

 

18. Eye and hearing protection: 
 

• All members and visitors to the club are to wear eye and hearing protection at all 
times while shooting is taking place with the exception of within the clubhouse and 
carpark. 
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19. Medical: 
 

• First Aid facilities are available in the club rooms. 

• The nearest medical facility is Bell Block Medical Centre. 69 Corbett Road Bell Block  
New Plymouth. Phone 06 9681440. 

• In a Medical Emergency Dial 111 and ask for Ambulance Assistance. 

• Address: 1220 Devon Road Bell Block. New Plymouth. 

• Should this be necessary, ensure that a club member is at the road entrance to meet the  
Ambulance and direct them down to the site. Ensure that any cars parked blocking the entrance 
are moved. 

 
 

20. Accident/incident procedure: 
The following procedures are to occur: 

• Accident/incident not involving a firearm or ammunition:  
• Cease Firing and follow the instructions of the RO. 

• Ensure the scene/situation is safe for all participants. 

• Render immediate first aid and assess the need for evacuation of the casualty to 
the nearest medical facility or onsite recovery by emergency services. 

• Notify the Club President or Secretary. 

• Record all details of the accident/incident in the accident/incident register. 

 

• Accident/incident involving a firearm or ammunition causing injury or 
death; 
• Cease Firing and follow the instructions of the RO. 

• Ensure the scene/situation is safe for all participants. 

• Render immediate first aid and assess the need for evacuation of the casualty to 
the nearest medical facility or onsite recovery by emergency services. 

• Make no attempt to remove or strip the firearm. 

• Notify the Police. 

• Notify the Club President or Secretary. 

• Notify the Executive Officer of Pistol New Zealand. 

• Record all details of the accident/incident in the accident/incident register. 

NOTE: It is important that all users are aware of sect-20 Accident/incident procedures and 
fully comply with this procedure in the case of any accident involving a firearm. 

 

21. Fire precautions and procedures: 
 

• All precautions are to be taken to reduce the possibility of fire in buildings and the 
surrounding grounds. 

• In the case of fire Dial 111 and ask for Fire Brigade Assistance. 
• Address: 1220 Devon Road, Bell Block, New Plymouth. 
• All reasonable precautions are to be taken against fire and all fires are to be 

extinguished as quickly as possible if safe to do so. 

 

22. Range clearance: 
 

• All users are to ensure that all range rubbish, including used targets, ammunition boxes,  
fired cases and shotgun wads etc., are removed from the range and disposed of in an  
appropriate manner. 

• All unwanted brass cases are to be placed into the bins provided. 

• Rubbish is not to be left on the range as it may easily become a fire hazard. 
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23. Unauthorised access and/or use of the range: 
 

• Any Individual or organisation given use of the Range Complex will have been 
provided with written authority from the Club. 

• Any individual or Organisation unable to provide this approval as proof of authority 
must be asked to leave the property immediately. 

• Any refusal to leave should be reported to the Police as soon as possible. 
 

Range intrusion Procedure  
When a range in use for live firing, it is the responsibility of all persons on the range that if 

any people, animals, vehicles, or aircraft are seen to enter or are about to enter the 

active range area and/or it’s danger area and the RO has not identified the intrusion, they 

are required to shout 'STOP', and all shooting is to stop immediately. Only when the 

intrusion is clear may live firing resume under the instruction of the RO. 

 

24. Cone of Fire (CofF): 

The range design cone of fire for these ranges are:  

Pistol 23mils (1.3 degrees) 
Rifle 20mils (1.125 degrees) 
Rifle Supported 10mils (0.56 degrees) 

 

CONE OF FIRE: Handgun & IPSC Shotgun: 1.3 deg. (23 mils) 

(Horizontal and Vertical) 
Distance 
(Metres) 

Radius (Metres) Diameter (Metres) 

20 0.454 0.907 

25 0.567 1.134 

35 0.794 1.588 

50 1.134 2.268 

100 2.268 4.536 

CONE OF FIRE: Rifle Up to 8mm:.1.125 deg. 20 mils (Horizontal and 
Vertical)- STANDING 

Distance 
(Metres) 

Radius 
(Metres) 

Diameter (Metres) 

20 0.393 0.785 

25 0.491 0.981 

35 0.687 1.374 

50 0.981 1.963 

100 1.962 3.924 

CONE OF FIRE: Rifle Up to 8mm:.0.56 deg. 10 mils (Horizontal and Vertical)- 

Prone/Benchrest/Sling 

 Distance (Metres) Radius (Metres) Diameter (Metres) 

   25 0.249mm 0.497mm 

   50 0.497mm 0.994mm 

   100 0.994mm 1.989mm 

 

NOTE: The officer on duty must be satisfied that a shooter has demonstrated their 
ability to achieve the approved cone of fire. 

 

25. Inability of the shooter to achieve the CofF: 
 

• If for any reason any shots fired fall outside the Cone of Fire the following procedure is to  
occur. 

• The Officer on Duty/Range Officer is to: 

• Halt all firing and identify the shooter responsible. 
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• Observe that shooters next shot and if it falls within the Cone of Fire allow that shooter to  
continue shooting. 

• If the observed shot does not fall within the Cone of Fire, the shooter is to be provided with  
a suitable coach with the intention of bringing the next round within the Cone of Fire. 

• Shooters who are unable to achieve the Cone of Fire are to be prevented from further firing.  
Shooters prevented from firing in this way may resume firing following the completion of a club 
approved training program with the firearm. 

 

 

26. Unlicenced or inexperienced shooters: 
 

• Unlicenced/inexperienced shooters must be managed one to one by a member. 

• They are to be shown the safety aspects of using a firearm initially with an unloaded  
firearm. 

• All pistol shooters must either hold a B endorsement on their firearms licence or be under  
the direct supervision of a holder of a firearms licence with a B endorsement.  

• All non-firearms licence holders must be under the direct supervision of the holder of a  
firearms licence. 

• The Officer on Duty/Range Officer is to determine the level of supervision required. 
 

27. Test firing: 
 

• Test firing of new firearms types or new ammunition types, can only be done with the  
approval of the committee of the New Plymouth Pistol Club Inc. and conducted under the  
direction of a RO.  

• A target must be used to ensure that so that all shots fall within the confines of the bullet  
catcher. 

 

28. Air danger height (ADH): 
 

• The ranges are approved as No Danger Area Ranges (NDA). As such no air danger 
area exists. 

• All members and range users must be made aware that if an aircraft is seen to be 
approaching the club in a manner that may see them fly over the range at a low level 
whilst live firing is in progress, the RO must immediately call for a stop to all shooting 
until the aircraft clears the area. 

 

29. Range maintenance plan: 
 

• The Club implement a maintenance plan and schedule of work to ensure that ranges 

do not fall below the conditions of certification for each range. 
• Bullet catchers are to be maintained above the minimum slope angle of 34 degrees. 
• All unused targets and props are to be cleared from the range floor when not in use. 
• Steel targets that are pitted or damaged are to be removed from the range and 

replaced if beyond repair. 
• Any range structure that falls below the minimum standard must be repaired 

immediately or the range must be closed until repaired. 
 

30. Children (minors): 
 

• All people under the age of 16 (sixteen) years are to be under the direct supervision of an  
adult older than 18 (eighteen) years at all times. 
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31. Health and hygiene: 
 

• Club members and users of the range are highly recommended to wash their hands after  
shooting, handling ammunition.  

• Anyone who gets sick or ill from attending a club activity is requested to notify the secretary  
or President.  

• Any allergies, or health concerns members may have, you are invited to share this  
information with the club or your shooting discipline, so that you may have the most appropriate 
support if needed.  

• Sun protection should be used on hot summer days. 

• Avoid dehydration. 

 
 

32. Domestic animals: 
 

• Domestic animals only permitted on the range with the approval of the RO and must 
remain on a leash at all times. 

 

33. Additional headings: 

 

• N/A 
 

33. Amendment to RSOs: 
 

• The SRO must review and approve any proposed amendment. If approved, the SRO 
is to submit the amendment to the Clubs and Ranges Team at Te Tari Pūreke - 
Firearms Safety Authority for review. If approved, the SRO can include the 
amendment in the RSOs with a new effective date and distribute accordingly. All 
previous copies of the RSOs are no longer valid. 

•  

34. Authorisation of RSOs: 

• These RSOs are authorised by the New Plymouth Pistol Club Inc. 

 

35. Distribution list: 
 

• All New Plymouth Pistol Club Inc. Members. 
• Posted on the New Plymouth Pistol Club Inc. Notice Board. 
• Pistol New Zealand. 
• NZ Police. 

 

36. Annexes: 
 

• Annex A - Range location and layout  
• Annex B - NZ Police annex 
• Annex C - Table of equivalencies 
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Annex A: 

Range location and layout 

 

Range location 

 

Range layout 
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Police Annex B to the New Plymouth Pistol Club  

Range Standing Orders 

1 Name/Number of individual range(s) Police are approved to use (if applicable) 

1.1 Ranges 5 (50m), 6 (50m), 7 (35m) and 8 (100m). 

2 Intended Dates/Hours of Use (where applicable) 

2.1 Dates of use: In accordance with range bookings approved by the Shooting Range 
Operator (SRO). 

2.2 Hours of use: In accordance with the hours approved by the SRO. 

3 Responsibility  

The person/member of Police by appointment responsible for liaison and bookings with the SRO. 

3.1 The Team Leader of the Central Tactical Options Training Team based in Palmerston 
North. 
3.2 The Team Leader of the Taranaki Armed Offenders Squad (AOS). 

4 Compliance with Range Standing Orders (RSOs)  

4.1 Police must comply with these RSOs. 

4.2 Non-compliance may result in the removal of Police as an approved user. 

5 Approved range users and priority of use 

5.1 Police are listed as an approved range user and are subject to the priority of use as 
laid down in these RSOs. 

6 Warning flags and danger signs 

6.1 All flags and danger signs are to be raised/operated in accordance with these RSOs.  

 Police restrictions, and conditions of use 

7.1 Range 1 (Number 
or name): 

Ranges 5 (50m), 6 (50m), 7 (35m) and 8 (100m). 

Restrictions The following Police approved firearms can be used: 

7.1.1 Glock Pistol 9mm.  
7.1.2 LMT Rifle 5.56mm (.223 in). 
7.1.3 Marksman Rifle 7.62mm (.308 in) – on Range 8 only. 
7.1.3 B&T Launcher (40mm less lethal) 
7.1.4 Approved Police training and operational ammunition only including the 40mm 
Practice and Sponge round. 

Conditions of use The conditions of use specific to this range: 

7.2.1 Only approved Police courses of fire are permitted for use on these ranges by 
approval of the Shooting Range Operator. 
7.2.2 All approved Police tactical firearms handling, and forms of carriage are permitted for 
use on this range by approval of the Shooting Range Operator. 

8 Range safety roles 

8.1 All Range Conducting Officers (Officers on Duty) are qualified and appropriately 
trained in accordance with the Arms Act 1983 and are exempt the requirement to hold a 
firearms licence.  
8.2 A list of qualified RCOs (by QID) who have assumed the responsibility from time to 
time will be provided to the SRO on request. 
8.3 All Safety Officers are qualified and appropriately trained in accordance with the Police 
Firearms Instructors Course. 
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9 Range safety rules 

9.1 Police must comply with the range safety rules listed in these RSOs. 

9.2 Police may apply additional range safety rules for shooting activities but must not 
contravene these RSOs. 

10 New ammunition use 

10.1 Any new ammunition must be approved by the SRO before use in accordance with 
these RSOs.  

11 Targets 

11.1 Only authorised Police targets are to be used on these ranges by approval of the 
SRO. 

11.2 All targets must be placed in the correct location/position at the target line with the 
correct target centre height in accordance with these RSOs. 

12 Steel targets 

12.1 Only steel targets approved by the SRO are to be used on the range(s). 

13 Moving targets 

13.1 In accordance with these RSOs (If applicable). 

14 Minimum safe engagement distances 

14.1 In accordance with approved Police courses of fire. 

15 Eye and hearing protection 

15.1 Police approved eye and hearing protection is to be worn at all times when. 
15.2 Eye protection may be waived at the discretion of the RCO, i.e. rifle shooting. 

16 Medical and emergency 

16.1 In accordance with these RSOs. 
16.2 A Police medical kit must be onsite when the range is in use. 
16.2 The primary method for contacting emergency services is by Cell phone, and then 
Police radio. 

17 Accident/incident procedure 

17.1 In accordance with these RSOs. 

18 Fire precautions and procedures 

Evacuation procedure in the event of a fire 

18.1 In accordance with these RSOs. 

19 Range Clearance 

19.1 All range equipment is to be completely cleared from the range at the completion of 
shooting activity or period of the booking including recovery of expended brass. 
19.2 Equipment is to be stacked in an orderly manner in the designated storage area.  

20 Cone(s) of Fire (CofF) 

20.1 Police cones of fire comply with the NZ Police Shooting Range Manual and have 
been approved in accordance with these RSOs. 
20.2 The RCO may confirm the ability a shooter(s) to achieve the range design CofF at a 
firing distance deemed appropriate for the firearm to be fired, prior to commencing the 
main shooting activity. 

21 Inability of the shooter to achieve Cone of Fire 

21.1 In accordance with RSOs. 

22 Authorisation of the Police Annex to RSOs 

22.1 The SRO is to approve the inclusion of the Police Annex in the RSOs before any 
Police shooting activity is conducted. 

Version: 1, Version Date: 02/08/2024
Document Set ID: 9312642



Page 16 New Plymouth Pistol Club Inc.: Range Standing Orders 24 July 2024. 

 

 

No. 8 Squadron, NZCF Annex B to the New Plymouth 

Pistol Club Range Standing Orders 

 
1 Name/Number of individual range(s) NZCF is approved to use 

1.1 New Plymouth Pistol Club – Designated ranges. 

2 Intended Dates/Hours of Use 

2.1 Dates of use: In accordance with range bookings approved by the shooting range 
operator (SRO). 
 

2.2 Hours of use: In accordance with the range bookings approved by the SRO. 
 

3 Responsibility 

The Officer in Charge of the Practice (OIC Practice) for a NZCF live firing shoot is to be 
either the: 
1.  NZCF officer holding the appointment of unit commander (CUCDR) of the unit 
conducting the shoot; or 
2.  NZCF Regular Force officer or warrant officer holding the appointment of area 
coordinator (AC); or 
3.  NZCF Regular Force non-commissioned officer holding the appointment of senior area 
adviser (SAA). 
The OIC Prac is not expected to attend the shoot but is responsible for ensuring that: 
1.  the activity is in accordance with the unit training plan and is authorised to be 
conducted. 
2.  the range is appropriate for the shoot to be conducted. 
3.  the range conducting officer appointed is qualified, current, competent, and suitably 
experienced to conduct the shoot; and 
4.  the training level of the cadets participating in the shoot is appropriate to the activity 
being conducted. 
An Officer on Duty (Range Conducting Officer or RCO) must be on duty whenever a 
range is in use for an NZCF shooting activity. The RCO is appointed by the OIC Prac and 
is to be either:  
1.  a competent and suitably experienced NZCF officer who has: 
a.  qualified at the NZCF RCO Course and is in possession of a NZCF 40 – RCO Warrant. 
b.  is current as a RCO, that is – is certified by the OIC Prac as having planned and 
conducted a minimum of one NZCF shoot in the previous three years; and 
c. is appropriately trained in shooting range safety management for the range.   
2. a competent and suitably experienced NZCF Regular Force officer, warrant officer or 
senior non-commissioned officer who: 
a.  regardless of any single service qualification, has qualified on the NZCF RCO Course 
and is in possession of a NZCF 40 – RCO Warrant. 
b.  is current as a RCO, that is – is certified by the OIC Prac as having planned and 
conducted a minimum of one NZCF shoot in the previous three years, and 
c. is appropriately trained in shooting range safety management for the range. 
The RCO is responsible for: 
1.  ensuring that the NZCF shoot is conducted in accordance with the provisions of NZCF 
151 – Firearms Training Manual, authorised by the Commandant NZCF. 
2. appointing safety supervisors and shooting coaches in accordance with the 
requirements of NZCF 151 – Firearms Training Manual, authorised by the Commandant 
NZCF. 
3. ensuring the New Plymouth Pistol Club, range standing orders (RSOs), and this Annex, 
are complied with; and 
4.  the conduct and overall safety of the NZCF shoot. 
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The RCO is not required to hold a firearms licence but must be knowledgeable of these 
RSOs and this Annex before overseeing any NZCF shooting on this range.     
  

4 Compliance with Range Standing Orders (RSOs) 

4.1 All Cadet Units must comply with the New Plymouth Pistol Club, RSOs, which are to 
be read in conjunction with this Annex. 
 

4.2 Non-compliance may result in the removal of any Cadet Unit as an approved user by 
the SRO and possible disciplinary action through Headquarters NZCF. 
 

5 Approved range users and priority of use 

5.1 The following NZCF Units are listed as approved users of the range and are subject to 
the priority of use as laid down in these RSOs: 
1. No. 8 Squadron, NZCF, New Plymouth. 
 

6 Warning flags and danger sign(s) 

6.1 All red warning flags are to be operated in accordance with these RSOs. 

7 NZCF restrictions, and conditions of use 

Range: New Plymouth Pistol Club – Designated ranges. 

Restrictions: 1. Only the NZCF current in-service single shot bolt action 5.6mm 
(0.22inch) rifle using NZCF issued subsonic rimfire ammunition 
made of lead or similar soft material is to be used. 
2. The use of any other rifle, air firearm, black powder, or centrefire 
firearm of any type by a member of the NZCF during a NZCF 
shooting activity on the range is prohibited. 
 

Conditions of use: 1. The RCO is to confirm that the active range area is clear before 
live firing commences. 
2. Firing position for NZCF smallbore rifle shooting is to be prone, 
(supported or unsupported), benchrest, kneeling, or standing from 
the 25yd firing line only. 
 

8 Range safety roles 

A NZCF RCO must be on duty whenever the range is in use for a NZCF shooting activity. 
The RCO must be knowledgeable of these RSOs before overseeing any NZCF shooting 
on the range. 
8.2 The RCO is to record in the range book, their NZCF 40 number, and the date they 
were on duty. 
8.3 The RCO may appoint qualified and experienced safety supervisors / shooting 
coaches where required.  
 

9 Range safety rules 

9.1 NZCF must comply with the range safety rules listed in the RSOs. If a contradiction 
exists, that contradiction is to be bought to the attention of the SRO and, if approved, 
recorded in section 9 of the NZCF annex as an exemption to the range safety rules of 
these RSOs. 
9.2 The RCO is to ensure the NZCF range participant declaration has been completed 
before NZCF personnel use the range. (A Cadet Unit asked for this sentence to be 
included for their particular area. If this is not something that your unit does, or there is 
something different, feel free to add or delete.) 
9.3 Only approved NZCF shooting activities are to be conducted on the range. 
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9.4 All cadets and staff must pass the Dry Firing Training Test (DFTT's) before being 
permitted to participate in the live firing activity.   
 

10 New ammunition use 

10.1 Any new ammunition must be approved by the SRO before being used on the range 
in accordance with these RSOs. 

11 Targets 

11.1 Only NZCF issued paper targets approved by the SRO are to be used on the range. 

11.2 All targets must be placed in the correct location and at the correct target centre 
height in accordance with these RSOs. 

12 Steel targets 

12.1 N/A. 
 

13 Moving targets 

13.1 N/A. 
 

14 Minimum safe engagement distances 

The MINIMUM safe engagement distance permitted for members of the NZCF is 25yd. 

15 Eye and hearing protection 

All NZCF participants and visitors to the range are to wear hearing protection when firing 
is in progress. Eye protection is not mandatory but can be directed to be used by the RCO 
if considered appropriate. 
 

16 Medical and emergency 

16.1 Medical Cover. The NZCF is authorised to conduct live firing shoots on NZDF and 
non-NZDF ranges without local medical officer authorisation, so long as there is at least 
one person present who holds either: 
1.  a current St John Workplace first aid level one certificate; or 
2.  a current Red Cross Save a Life certificate; or 
3.  an equivalent NZQA Unit Standards 6400/6401; or 
4.  a current NZDF first aid certificate. 
 

16.2 It is the responsibility of RCO to ensure that: 
1. an approved and current first aid kit (that is in accordance with Cadet Force Orders, 
Volume 7, Chapter 4, authorised by the Commandant NZCF) is present for the duration of 
the activity. 
2. Any other medical equipment identified during the planning for the activity (for example 
– sun block, panadol, sticking plasters) is present for the duration of the activity if deemed 
appropriate; and 
3. A casualty evacuation plan is prepared prior to the activity. 
 

16.3 If there is no landline at the range, the RCO is to ensure that a mobile phone is 
available before live firing commences.  
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17 Accident/incident procedure 

In the event of an accident or incident on the range not involving a firearm or 
ammunition, the RCO is to ensure the instructions in the RSO are adhered to. In 
addition, the RCO is to: 
1. Follow Risk Management Plan Critical Incident Management procedure. 
2. Contact the CUCDR if not in attendance. 
3. Contact the NZCF AC and/or the NZCF SAA (if required by incident severity scale) after 
immediate actions are completed. 
4.  Contact the SRO. 
  

In the event of an accident or incident on the range involving a firearm or 
ammunition, the RCO is to ensure the instructions in the RSO are adhered to. In 
addition, the RCO is to: 
1. Follow Risk Management Plan Critical Incident Management procedure. 
2. Contact the Commandant NZCF, NZCF AC, NZCF SAA, and CUCDR (if not in 
attendance) after immediate actions are completed.  
3. Contact the SRO. 
 

18 Fire precautions and procedures 

In the event of a fire emergency occurring on the range, the RCO is to ensure the 
instructions in these RSOs are adhered to. In addition, the RCO is to: 
1. Follow Risk Management Plan Critical Incident Management procedure. 
2. Contact the CUCDR if not in attendance. 
3. Contact the NZCF AC and/or NZCF SAA (if required by incident severity scale) after 
immediate actions are completed. 
4.  Contact the SRO. 
 

Range Clearance 

19.1 At the completion of the range activity, the range clearance procedures in these 
RSOs are to be adhered to. In addition, the NZCF Unit is to complete the following: 
 1. Firing Point Register. 
 2. Range Clearance Form. 

20 Cone(s) of Fire (CoF) 

20.1 In accordance with RSOs, the range design CofF is +/- 10mils (0.563deg). TSNZ 
uses a shooter CofF of +/- 4.5mils (0.253deg). This equates to an extreme spread of +/- 
100mm at 25yd.  
20.2 For NZCF shooting activities, all shooters must be able to achieve the range design 
CofF of +/- 10mils (0.563deg). This equates to an extreme spread of +/- 230mm at 25yd.  

21 Inability of the shooter to achieve Cone of Fire 

21.1 Should a shooter be unable to achieve the CofF, they should be given one on one 
coaching and attempts made to determine why they cannot achieve the CofF.  If they are 
still unable to achieve the CofF they must not be permitted to continue shooting. 
 

22 Authorisation of the NZCF Annex to RSOs 

22.1 This NZCF Annex is endorsed by the OIC Prac and recommended for approval by 
the SRO.   
22.2 This NZCF Annex is approved by the SRO for inclusion in the New Plymouth Pistol 
Club RSOs. 
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Annex C: 
Table of Equivalencies. 

 
5.56mm 223 Remington 30-30 Winchester 

 .22 Hornet .222 Winchester 
 .220 Swift .25-20 WCF 
 .223 Remington 

Magnum 
.25-35 Winchester 

 .30 Remington .50-90 Sharps 
 .303 Savage .32-20 Winchester 
 .32 Winchester Special .44-40 Winchester 
 .35 Remington .444 Marlin 
 .38-55 Winchester .44 ball 
 .38-40 Winchester .375 Winchester 
 .30M1 Carbine 45-70 US Government 
 .348 Winchester .458 Winchester 
 .351 Winchester .30-40 Krag 
 .356 Winchester  

 .25 Remington  

   

.357 
Magnu
m 

.357 Magnum .357 Sig 

   

9mm 
Parabell
um 

9mm Parabellum .38 Super 

 .44 magnum .40 Smith & Wesson 
 .45 ACP  

 7.65 Parabellum .50 Calibre Muzzle Loader (Cast 
Bullet) 

   

.22LR 
HV 

.22 Long Rifle HV 9mm Browning Short 

 .22 Long Rifle Std 
Velocity 

.25 ACP 

 .22 long .32 ACP 
 .22 Short  

 .58 Calibre Muzzle 
Loader Ball 

 

 .54 Calibre Muzzle 
Loader Ball 

 

 .44 Calibre Muzzle 
Loader Ball 

 

 .45 Calibre Muzzle 
Loader Ball 

 

 .40 Calibre Muzzle 
Loader Ball 

 

 .36 Calibre Muzzle 
Loader Ball 

 

 .32 Calibre Muzzle 
Loader Ball 
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