
Council Briefing – 20 August 2026

Puketapu-Bell Block Spatial Plan



• Introduction
• Development of the Draft Plan
• Vision, values and goals
• Proposed consultation

The plan is a long-term (30+ year) view of land use, infrastructure 
and the environment to shape a vision for how we live that guides 
community connection, growth, decision-making and investment.

Briefing Outline



What does a Local Spatial Plan do?

• A future plan for how a town should 
grow that is big picture focused. 

• Shows preferred locations for future 
housing, parks, community facilities 
and transport

• Guides Council spending
• Supports funding bids to Central 

Government
• Highlights constraints and 

opportunities – hazards and 
engineering issues.

• Informs the Regional Spatial Plan

• A final decision on what will be 
built

• A list of projects that are 
automatically happening – funding 
is still to be confirmed

•  A rezoning plan for individual 
properties

• A green light for development
• Something decided behind closed 

doors
• Regulatory tool
• A statutory plan



• Developed in collaboration with:
o Puketapu-Bell Block Community Board
o Puketapu Hapū and
o Significant input from the local community

• Key housing growth area for New Plymouth and Taranaki region
• Largest area of industrial zoned land in New Plymouth and the 

region

The plan is a long-term (30+ year) view of land use, infrastructure 
and the environment to shape a vision for how we live that guides 
community connection, growth, decision-making and investment.

A Spatial Plan for Puketapu-Bell Block



A Spatial Plan for Puketapu-Bell Block

Puketapu Hapū has gifted the name ‘Whakaae Whenua’ 
to the draft Spatial Plan

• The name reflects a long history of resilience 
and the importance of connection to whenua, 
whakapapa, mauri, and shared responsibility.

• .
• The name comes from the mere pounamu 

Whakaae Whenua, associated with Horoatua 
and Rāwiri Waiaua of Puketapu and Te Ātiawa 



Spatial Plan Timeline

Finalise & Adopt

Project Initiation 

Spatial Plan Framework
Vision, Goals and Actions

Analysis & Understanding Key Influences

Spatial Scenarios 

Prepare Draft Spatial Plan 

Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

Consultation
September

LONG TERM PLAN

Oct Nov/ 
Dec

2025 2026

EARLY 
ENGAGEMENT 

Council Approval 
to consult



Development of 
the draft Plan



Puketapu Bell Block Spatial Plan Content

1. About the draft Plan - Why is it needed

2. Local area context - History, who lives there, data, key influences

3. Community, commercial and industry vision/ aspirations

4. What does Puketapu-Bell Block look like in the future and how 

this can be achieved 

5. An implementation plan – Actions or projects



The Spatial Extent
The spatial plan considers 
two boundaries: 

• The Inner Boundary shown 
as a pink dashed line 
below is the area of direct 
influence. 

• The Outer Boundary 
shown below as a pink 
solid line is the area of 
indirect influence. 



Strategic Alignment



• Bell Block Library
• Community Pool
• Aquatics Strategy
• Boat Ramp
• Cemeteries

• District Plan
• NZAA Records

• Reserve management plan
• Hickford Park
• Playgrounds
• Play Strategy
• Dog Park

• Catchment Management 
Plan

• Waitaha Restoration

• Integrated Transport Strategy
• Te Pae o te Rangi – Walkway Extension
• Airport Drive & Parklands Projects
• Airport (PRIP)

• Seawall
• Coastal Walkway
• Soil permeability
• Stormwater 

management 

Biophysical

Social and Cultural

Built Environment

Te Oranga o te Taiao

• Flora
• Fauna 
• Mahinga kai

• Placemaking – Local 
neighbourhood centre

• Zoned Compatibility
• Activity precincts – Events, 

commercial etc

• Housing for the elderly
• Social housing
• Future Development Strategy
• Development Contributions
• Puketapu Structure Plan Change



Engagement Timeline

NPDC knowledge gathering

Citizen 
Panel 1

Consultation

LONG TERM PLAN

COMMUNITY BOARD PLANS

Citizen 
Panel 2

Citizen 
Panel 3

Early 
Engagement

External stakeholder engagement

Community 
Survey

Arrange 
Citizen Panel

Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov

2025 2026

External stakeholder 
Engagement

Community 
Drop In’s



How the Spatial Plan has been developed





• Strongly identified with being it’s own place – like a town
• Connection to the coastal environment, walkways and open spaces. 

Strong sense of community. Village feel, almost everything a 
household needs.   

• Opportunity to enhance Bell Block’s lifestyle identity 
• Transport is the biggest concern and priority – Congestion and 

safety
• Generally okay with growth but concerned that it will impact Bell 

Blocks character and identity - Focus on resolving infrastructure 
first before allowing growth to continue

• Requested improvement of Bell Block Schooling options and 
improved shopping experiences 

Community Survey – 261 Responses







Key Influences



Data source: Census 2023 and central 
government agencies 

Puketapu-Bell Block 2026







Constraints

• Natural hazards: erosion, inundation, vegetation fires, wetlands and 
contamination risks in Mangaone/Waitaha streams.

• Stormwater & wastewater capacity constraints; capacity for growth 
within residential and industrial areas

• Transport: high car dependency, limited N–S connections, congestion 
and safety issues on SH3, lack of quality walking and active mode links, 
public transport.

• Industrial–residential interface issues; impact on safety and 
productivity and industrial discharges impacts downstream.

• Civic identity weak; fragmented civic and recreational services, 
uncertain long-term fire and police presence, and the constraints of the 
library’s current location

• Cultural constraints: SASM areas, vulnerable waterways, SH3 dividing 
Māori land.



Opportunities

• Strengthen Bell Block Centre; mixed-use intensification and 
pedestrian-focused streets.

• Use waterways as green infrastructure to shape urban form and connect 
the community to parks and open spaces.

• Improve transport through parallel networks, better bus routes, active 
mode upgrades and working closely with NZTA to improve safety. 

• Waterway restoration (Waipu, Mangati) as flagship culture-nature-based 
engineering solutions/ projects.

• Co-located civic facilities; Hickford Park recreation, co-located civic 
services with the Library (including public toilets and meeting spaces).

• Industrial and commercial transition opportunities and Airport gateway 
development.

• Puketapu Hapū partnership, cultural storytelling, flexible Māori land 
zoning, management of waterways.



Vision, Values and 
Goals



Vision and Goals
Align with stakeholder and 
community engagement priorities:
1. Environment
2. Centres
3. Transport & Movement
4. Economic development
• Industry
• Commercial
• Oil and Gas Transition
• Tourism
5. Growth
• Housing and supporting facilities



Goals and Actions

Actions within the spatial plan will be made up of:
• Planning workstreams – Delivered by NPDC 

• Delivery/ Physical Works – Projects that are constructed

• Advocacy and Partnership – NPDC supporting role
** Some projects may come under two of the above categories 

Timeframes:
• Ongoing – Acknowledgement of projects in progress

• Quick wins – Easy to achieve within a year

• Short Term – Within 3 years

• Medium Term – Within 10 years

• Long Term – Within 30 years

























Proposed 
Consultation



Formal Consultation

Proposed consultation period: 7 September – 4 October 2027

• Information stall at the Bell Block Library 

• x3 Community drop-in sessions

• X1 Online information session

• Online and printed submission forms – Questions to be 

determined

• School visits for youth feedback



Formal Consultation – Supporting Material

• Consultation Posters

• Summary flyer (double sided)

• Online paid targeted advertising 

• Information in Bell Block and Puketapu School newsletters

• Printed copies for submissions available at key locations

• Technical Document

• Storymap – Visual map based online platform



Formal Consultation – Submission Design

• Section 1 – Demographic based
• Section 2 - Vision, values and goals
• Section 3 - Focus Areas
• Section 4 - Implementation
• Section 5 - Overall Feedback or any 

other feedback/ comments

Open form text opportunities included for 
all sections to allow for opportunities to 
provide further detail



Examples of supporting consultation 
material



Questions?
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