
WAIWHAKAIHO
WILDLINK VISION





• The ‘Taranaki Traverse’ was a concept identified through the 
New Plymouth District Blueprint.

• Waiwhakaiho section of the Taranaki Traverse was funded 
through the LTP 2021-2031 to work towards the vision and 
to progress land acquisition.  

• Concurrently to the land acquisition identified in the LTP, a 
working group was established to explore a 
'fresh'  approach for setting the scene for a vision that 
would be a basis for conversations with the community.

Background
Pōpokotea, 
Whitehead 



Wildlink Working Group
Titipounamu, 
Rifleman

Ngā hapū
Six Ko ngā hapū from two waka (Tokomaru and Kurahaupo) have worked 
collaboratively on the draft vision for the Wildlink. This included 9 wānanga.

Ngāti Te Whiti, Ngāti Tawhirikura, Puketapu, Ngāti Tuparikino, Ngā Mahanga and 
Ngāti Tāiri trace their whakapapa back to the Waiwhakaiho.

Bruce Clarkson
Professor Bruce Clarkson from the University of Waikato leads the research in People, 
Cities and Nature: restoring indigenous nature in urban environments and has 
provided ecological input into the project.

Taranaki Regional Council
To ensure we align with TRCs new freshwater plan we have had early engagement 
from TRC.



Wildlink vision document
Why develop a vision for the Waiwhakaiho Awa? 

We want:
• bird song along its banks;
• our community to be able to swim and enjoy its clean water;
• our native fish species to be able to migrate up along the awa without barriers; and 
• Our community is able to access, enjoy and appreciate the beauty of the 

Waiwhakaiho Awa. 

Most importantly we want:
•  future generations to have better water quality than what we have presently. 

This cannot be achieved without a collaborative and intergenerational approach. 
To start us on our 100 - 200 year journey of awa restoration we need a vision to 
steer us. We may not be here personally to see it’s full fruition, but this is signalling 
the start of that journey for next generations - haere ake nei. 

Kākā,
Bush Parrot



Waiwhakaiho Awa
Long-Fin Tuna,
Long-Fin Eel

• One of the largest rivers in the District with 
several tributaries, 30km in length.

• A dense forest corridor once cloaked the 
riverbanks of the Waiwhakaiho. 

• Its water once sustaining the land and 
livelihood of many hapū.

• Relatively high portion of public reserves 
and private land on the river already 
cloaked in remnant indigenous vegetation. 



Waiwhakaiho Awa
• Good base of NPDC reserves and TRC or 

DOC owned land along the awa.

• Several islands of native bush/habitat 
along the corridor, though majority is on 
the lower corridor between coast and 
Lake Mangamahoe.

• Lake Mangamahoe is 
a recreation destination (mountain 
biking, bridal and walking trails).

• Existing esplanade reserves and strips 
taken by Council, though gaps exist.

• Some sections along urban reach have 
existing walkways along awa.



Vision objectives
1. Restoration 

He torohanga nā Tāne, 
mai i uta ki te tai

To restore the ecological resilience of the Waiwhakaiho 
through the phased reconstruction of its indigenous 
forest corridor from Taranaki Maunga to the sea.

2. Cultural Identity

To reaffirm our whakapapa and cultural identity 
through narrative and provide a place of sanctuary, 
calm and respite for our current and future 
generations.

To reconnect our community to these areas through 
deep, reciprocal, respectful and enduring 
relationships and behaviours to each other and to 
place.

3. Connection  

Ko te whakapapa me te 
whanaungatanga

Ko te pā harakeke, 
hei poipoi i te kākano

Korimako, 
NZ Bellbird



Bioregional Approach to 
restoring the Waiwhakaiho

Tūī

• Peoples, Cities and Nature have had a 
long held vision to reconstruct 
biodiversity corridors from Taranaki 
Maunga to the sea as a bio-regional 
approach for Taranaki.

• The corridors identified were 
Waiwhakaiho, Hangaātaahua, Pātea and 
Waingongoro Rivers.

• Corridors are critical for the 
maintenance of ecological processes 
including allowing for the movement of 
animals and the continuation of viable 
populations

• The wider the corridor the better as it 
provides for greater diversity



Key rākau species
Tawa
Beilschmiedia tawa

•  Elevation changes along the awa create distinctive bioclimatic zones that 
have different types of naturally occurring tree species for restoration. 

• Key fruiting and nectar producing species needed for native birds. 

Pages 16 to 17 of the Vision Document: 



Key manu species
Toutouwai,
NI Brown Robin

• Islands of Biodiversity and Bird Flight Distances:
• some are long-distance fliers, however, small distance flyers or non-

flying species cannot do it without a corridor, hence the name wildlink.

• Building habitat to sustain bird populations:
• Some are present, some are aspirational to see return.

Pages 18 to 19 of the Vision Document: 



Key freshwater species
Kākahi,
Freshwater Mussel

• Interconnections and Interdependencies

Pages 20 to 21 of the Vision Document: 



Threats
Pests

Weeds

Water Pollution

Large-scale deforestation across the ringplain in mid-1800s has 
resulted in the extent of weeds which we see today. Because of 
this, initial weed control and replanting efforts may be difficult.



Next steps
Korimako, 
NZ Bellbird

Engaging with landowners and the wider community

• Around 300 landowners adjacent to Waiwhakaiho (between Te Papakura o 
Taranaki and where it reaches the coast at Te Rewa Rewa Reserve).

• The draft vision document is about engaging hearts and minds to establish values 
for the awa, not about rules and regulations. 

• The vision does not impose restrictions on private property rights. 

• Land will remain in private ownership but can be an integrated part of the overall 
vision.



Next steps
Korimako, 
NZ Bellbird

What could first steps look like? 

Initial steps might include:

• sharing this vision and the story of the awa with the community.

• working with local champions and volunteers who want to partner in achieving 
the vision.

• creating planting guides for landowners who are interested in enhancing their 
own land to contribute to the vision.

• connect with community groups, reserve users and lessees who want to work 
alongside the vision. 



Next steps
Korimako, 
NZ Bellbird

Refine the vision

Refine based on community engagement and feedback. 

The vision map highlights the importance of the remnant bush areas as islands of 
biodiversity along the corridor. This is a great place to start. 

Develop Corridor Protection Plan / Implementation Plan 
Detailed business case as part of securing future funding opportunities.  
Investigate feasibility of pathway connections. 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Background
	Wildlink Working Group
	Wildlink vision document
	Waiwhakaiho Awa
	Waiwhakaiho Awa
	Vision objectives
	Bioregional Approach to restoring the Waiwhakaiho
	Key rākau species
	Key manu species
	Key freshwater species
	Threats
	Next steps
	Next steps
	Next steps

